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Students form friend-
ships through letters

by Madeline Bowman 
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

In an effort to include more 
underrepresented groups in gift-
ed programs, the Florida Depart-
ment of Education (FLDOE) has 
released a proposal to change the 
state definition of giftedness and 
the criteria for gifted identification 
and eligibility. This proposal would 
eliminate the necessity of an IQ test 
and would consider other factors 
such as high performance in the arts 
and athletics.

Tim Gissal, Head School 
Psychologist for Sarasota County, 
said “[the proposal] is just the start 
of the process.” According to Gissal, 
the FLDOE will hear commentary 
about the changes and then make a 
final decision later. He said, “Every 
district will be weighing in. These 
are topics that impact all of Florida.” 
According to Admissions Liaison 
Linda Lyons, the FLDOE intended 
to hold a webinar Feb. 12 to answer 
questions concerning the changes. 
Lyons said that all questions need to 
be submitted in advance.

Student fights 
for rights A Heart of Gold – and Blue

Pine View receives ‘Heart Safe School’ certification 

please see page 3

Changes to 
online classes

by Madeline Bowman
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

Twelfth-grader Nathan Quinn 
started an initiative to provide 
an equal access bathroom policy 
for transgender students at Pine 
View this year, but hopes to make 
bigger changes throughout the 
county. Quinn, who is transgen-
der, has spearheaded a movement 
to establish trans-inclusive policies 
for bathrooms and locker rooms, 
updated anti-harassment policies 
and non sex-specific dress codes 
throughout Sarasota County. His 
actions have garnered media atten-
tion and generated a county-wide 
discussion on trans rights.

According to Quinn, in Jan-
uary of last school year, he asked 
Principal Dr. Stephen Covert to use 
the boys’ bathroom on campus, but 
Covert denied his request. Quinn 
said that in a meeting this January, 
Covert denied his request again. 
According to Quinn, after organiz-
ing a call-in to the school, Covert 
reversed the policy. Quinn said, “He 
told everyone that’s how it’s always 
been.”

As of now, the bathrooms in 
the orange building are reserved 
only for elementary- and mid-
dle-school students, and the bath-
rooms in the yellow building, where 
Quinn can access the boys’ bath-
room, are reserved for high-school 
students.

please see page 2“The girls get really 
excited when they 
get their letters 
and want to write 
back right away.”

Kelly Cookerly,
second-grade teacher

by Sarah Mihm
Sports Editor

When arriving at Pine View, 
the new second-grader is often in 
need of someone to guide them. The 
club Girls for Girls gives 15 young 
second-graders a high school pen-
pal to help mentor them through-
out the school year.

The club originally wrote let-
ters for the non-profit Girls Inc., 
but there were 
problems get-
ting the letters 
to the girls. 
This resulted in 
the club being 
fairly inactive 
since its start in 
2013. However, 
last year’s presi-
dent and alum-
nus Danielle 
Tran brought 
up the idea 
of becoming 
pen-pals with 
the second-grade girls instead. This 
new idea revived the club, and their 
membership has since increased to 
15 high-school girls.

“As a club we get to act as the 
younger girls’ mentors,” current 
president and eleventh-grader Eryn 
Lin said. “Almost as an older friend, 
if they need it.”

At the beginning of this 

year, the club got a list of 15 sec-
ond-grade girls from either Martha 
Magenheim’s or Kelly Cookerly’s 
class, and each name came with a 
small description written by the 
teacher. The girls in the club then 
chose their individual pen-pals 
based off these notes. “The girls get 
really excited when they get their 
letters and want to write back right 
away,” Cookerly said. “The club goes 
above and beyond bonding with the 

girls.”
The club is 

now averaging 
a letter back 
and forth every 
two weeks for 
each pairing of 
a high school 
girl and a sec-
ond-grade girl. 
The process 
begins with Lin 
sending out a 
notice to club 
members after 
approximately a 

week saying that they will be col-
lecting letters. 

Lin then delivers the letters to 
the second-grade teachers. The ele-
mentary girls take a week to reply 
as well. These letters are given to the 
high school students, and the cycle 
repeats. The club is welcome to new 
members, and as a new member 

joins, a new second grade girl re-
ceives a pen-pal.

There are many aspects to 
writing a letter to a pen-pal. Sec-
ond-grader Bryn Famiglio said, “I 
like that my pen-pal, and I have 
things in common and that we can 

talk about it.”
Often the people who give the 

best advice are those who have been 
in the same situation before. This 
can easily be seen as high school 
students offer advice to the girls 
who will once fill their shoes.

A new state policy change 
will no longer allow Florida public 
schools to restrict student access to 
virtual school courses. Previous Pine 
View policy did not allow students 
to enroll in virtual school classes of-
fered on campus, except in extrane-
ous circumstances.

please see pvtorch.com 
for full story

FLDOE recon-
siders ‘gifted’ 

a closer look

Current president of the club Girls for Girls eleventh-grader 
Eryn Lin and second-grader Ava Lenerz write letters to each 
other every two weeks. This club allows second-grade and high 
school girls to form a bond through writing letters. 
PHOTO BY MARINNA OKAWA

by Alexa Mollod 
Asst. Match Editor

Starting next year, the school 
will be showing some extra “love” 
to its students. By completing var-
ious requirements, Pine View will 
soon be certified as an accredited 
“Heart Safe School.” With the help 
of the Sudden Arrhythmia Death 
Syndromes (SADS) Foundation, 
many changes will be made in order 

to enhance the safety of the cam-
pus, and thus ensure the safety of 
students with heart conditions.

This idea was initially pro-
posed by ninth-grader Nathalie 
Bencie. Bencie and her two sis-
ters were born with Long QT 
Syndrome, a heart condition that 
causes arrhythmia when the heart 
rate becomes too high. Without 
immediate medical attention, this 

syndrome can be fatal. And, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation, the average survival rate 
for an out-of-hospital child cardiac 
arrest in the U.S. is less than eight 
percent. If a student were to have a 
heart complication while at school, 
it is important that both students 
and staff know how to handle the 
situation.

please see page 3

GRAPHIC BY SUZANNE BROWN

What is an Automated Ex-
ternal Defibrillator (AED)? 
A device that automatically 
analyzes the heart rhythm, 
and if it detects a problem 
that may respond to an 
electrical shock it delivers 
a shock to restore a normal 
heart rhythm.

INFORMATION FROM MEDICINE.NET
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IN BRIEF
Peace Jam hosts Farm Share event
By Zayda Fredericks
Asst. Sports Editor 

Pine View students and sever-
al other volunteers from all over the 
county are gathering at Tuttle Ele-
mentary School Feb. 27 to partici-
pate in a food distribution event with 
the nonprofit organization, Farm 
Share. This volunteer opportunity is 
led by the Pine View club Peace Jam 
and is open to anyone  that wishes to 
help local families in need.

Farm Share collects produce 
that does not meet certain grocery 
store or farmers market requirements. 
Selling this unmarketable produce to 
Farm Share allows farmers to also re-
ceive a tax reduction.

This event’s main purpose 
is to distribute “packs” of the fruit 
to families in the area surrounding 
Tuttle Elementary. Twelfth-grader 
Mira Chauhan and eleventh-grader 
Victoria Gresbach, both members of 
Peace Jam, are leading the event as 
this is Pine View’s fifth year contrib-
uting to Farm Share. “We’re distrib-
uting at Tuttle because the families in 

this area would benefit the most from 
the Farm Share outreach,” Gresbach 
said.

In this central Sarasota region, 
many families do not have much ac-
cess to healthy food like fruits and 
vegetables, and Farm Share will help 
to eliminate this issue. Many other 
clubs, like Interact, Key Club and 
National Honor Society (NHS) also 
participate to help make a difference.

“Farm Share is an amazing 
way for our Pine View community 
to come together to make a lasting 
impact on Sarasota families,” Chau-
han said.

Anyone in need of fresh fruit 
and healthier food around their 
home can come to Tuttle Elemen-
tary to receive the packages being 
distributed by numerous volunteers 
working hands-on. 

“I think that Pine View kids 
will love working firsthand with dis-
tributing the food,” Gresbach said. 
“They’re actually going to see what 
they’re doing, and who they are help-
ing.”

Eleventh-grade students Raquel Gonzales, Kathryn Kochevar and Matthew Overbeck 
celebrate after they win a round of tug-of-war. Spirit week took place from Feb. 16 to 19. 
PHOTO BY HALLE BELDEN

Zenie Foundation opens funding 
opportunity to Pine View students
by Allie Odishelidze 
Asst. Opinion Editor 

Pine View is lauded as a spe-
cial school by many, and for this 
reputation it was awarded with the 
opportunity to provide a scholarship 
to a deserving student. The Zenie 
Foundation is working with Pine 
View’s administration to select at 
least one student to provide a reoc-
curring scholarship. Pine View was 
the only school the Zenie founda-
tion chose to partner with, and the 
scholarship is open to twelfth-grad-
ers this year.

Earlier this year, Frank Zenie, 
the founder of the Zenie Founda-
tion, an organization dedicated to 
providing scholarships for students 
attending undergraduate education, 
contacted Pine View to discuss the 
provision of a reoccurring scholar-
ship to at least one Pine View stu-
dent.

Pine View’s reputation pre-
ceded it as the school was contact-
ed after its accomplishments were 
made known to the founder. Zenie 
is focused on co-investing in an ed-

ucation with students. Although the 
scholarship has no specific financial 
guidelines for those able to receive 
it, it is targeted towards those often 
unable to receive substantial finan-
cial aid from schools and other re-
sources but do not have the financial 
capabilities to afford college in total. 
The Zenie foundation plans to offer 
the winners $5,000-$6,000 a year. 

College Resource Counselor 
Lance Bergman said, “This scholar-
ship is a great opportunity for our 
students to get consistent financial 
aid, especially for middle income 
students. It’s amazing that the Zenie 
foundation chose Pine View and it’s 
been a really great experience.”

The Zenie scholarship is dif-
ferent from many others not only 
due to its substantial recurring 
benefits, but also because of the 
personal care gone into choosing 
students. All those who receive aid 
are expected to maintain contact 
with Zenie.

Students are nominated by 
administration for their dedication 
to education and the community.

Students celebrate with spirit

Gifted definition faces changes
by Madeline Bowman
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

The current definition of gift-
edness is “one who has superior 
intellectual development and is 
capable of high performance.” The 
proposal released by the FLDOE 
would change this definition to “a 
student who has exceptional rea-
soning ability, complex thought 
processes, facility with abstraction, 
and social and emotional charac-
teristics and needs that made ad-
ditional support in the academic 
setting necessary. A gifted student 
demonstrates superior intellectual 
ability, subject matter aptitude or 
achievement, creativity or thinking 
ability.”

The proposal also makes 
changes to the factors considered 
for gifted identification and eligibil-
ity. For identification, the proposal 
states that districts should have an 
identification process that “ensures 
equitable access to gifted services.” 
Some of these criteria include “stu-
dents who were referred for subject 
or grade level acceleration due to 
early mastery of at least one subject” 
and “students who have had rapid 
language acquisition of a second 
language.”

The FLDOE’s criteria for 
gifted eligibility was changed so 
that students either need superior 
intellectual ability or subject mat-
ter aptitude. Determining superior 
intellectual ability would involve 
an IQ test while subject matter ap-
titude, which include subjects such 
as math, language arts and athletics, 
would necessitate performance in 
the top fifth percentile of national 
or local norms. However, for both 
qualifications, a student also needs 
to demonstrate  creativity or critical 
thinking and gifted characteristics. 
To determine gifted characteristics, 
the student must score in the top 10 
percent on a gifted rating scale.

However, Lyons is unsure if  
students will still be required to take 
the standard gifted math and read-
ing tests that Sarasota County is-
sues. Because these tests are specific 
to the district, she is uncertain how 
they will be affected by the proposal.

According to Lyons and Gis-
sal, the proposal does not indicate a 

start date for implementation and 
does not specify additional funding 
for districts to make these changes. 
“We have to apply these changes in 

a reliable and valid fashion,” Gissal 
said. “Who’s going to be trained to 
be measure creative thinking in a 
fair and consistent fashion?”

According to Lyons, these 
changes make screening for gifted-
ness “a wider door to come through.”

Gissal said that students who 
test gifted based on subject mat-
ter aptitude may have a hard time 
thriving at gifted programs geared 
toward academics. He said, “They 
may not do well in the same envi-
ronment.”

“Personally I feel like the 
changes being proposed are inter-
esting,” twelfth-grader Samantha 
Ennis said. “If there was addition-
al funding to create facilities for 
kids who are gifted in different ar-
eas such as music or athletics, that 
would be great as they’re important, 
however it would make more sense 
to have those skills be reached in a 
place other than Pine View since it 
would change the dynamic of the 
school, taking away the focus from 
high academic achievement.”

“We need to make sure to get 
the right match. I want to meet the 
needs of all the students,” Gissal 
said.

continued from page 1
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Eleventh-graders apply for 
Coolidge scholarship
by Allie Odishelidze 
Asst. Opinion Editor 

Paying for college is an im-
portant topic on the minds of 
most Pine View students, and the 
Coolidge Foundation is providing 
an opportunity for students to re-
lieve some of the stress associated 
with it.

On their website, the 
Coolidge Foundation cites itself as 
the  “official foundation dedicated to 
preserving and promoting the legacy 
of America’s 30th president.” It is an 
organization focused on education, 
a topic the late president, Calvin 
Coolidge, held close to his heart. The 
foundation offers debate programs 
as well as prizes related to journal-
ism and academic achievement. The 
foundation was started by Coolidge’s 
son as well as other Coolidge fans, 
and it continues to hold the ideals 
Coolidge himself held.

This year the organization 
chose to introduce a new scholar-
ship opportunity to current elev-
enth-graders . The Coolidge Schol-
arship covers full tuition, room and 
board and any other related costs for 
the entirety of an undergraduate ed-
ucation at any American accredited 
university.

College Resource Counselor 
Lance Bergman said, “I think this 
scholarship holds real promise, es-

pecially for our high achieving stu-
dents. It will be interesting to see 
how it pans out for our students but 
I think it’s a great opportunity.”

The Coolidge scholarship 
boasts itself as, “among the most 
generous college scholarships avail-
able in the world,” and was found-
ed as a way to reciprocate the love 
Coolidge and the First Lady felt for 
education.

Applicants for the scholarship 
are open for any field of study and it 
is awarded on an unconditional mer-
it basis. It is open to anyone regard-
less of race, gender or socialclass.

Applications were open to 
submission starting Nov. 2 and are 
due March 18. Finalists will be an-
nounced in May and will be flown 
to the home of the Coolidge Foun-
dation, Plymouth Notch, Vt. to go 
through extensive interviewing. 
Two applicants will be awarded the 
scholarship, and the winners will be 
announced in late May.

Pine View eleventh-grader 
Foster Schwartz said he believes 
the experience provides an amazing 
opportunity. “Even when the odds 
seem overwhelmingly against you in 
applying for a scholarship, you have 
to keep one thing in mind: some-
body is going to win it,” he said. 
“Why not make an opportunity for 
that someone to be you?”

 ]The FLDOE’s criteria 
for gifted eligibility 

was changed so that 
students either need 
superiror intellectual 

ability or subject 
matter aptitude. 

[
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by Alexa Mollod 
Asst. Match Editor

Thus, Bencie decided over the 
past summer to take action. She 
and her mother noticed that no 
schools in Florida are certified as 
“Heart Safe Schools.” They want-
ed to make a change for the better, 
and ensure that Pine View be the 
first “Heart Safe School” in Florida. 
With the help of the SADS Foun-
dation, they brought up the idea 
with Elementary Assistant Prin-
cipal Erin del Castillo and Nurse 
Beth Banko, and got consent from 
Principal Dr. Stephen Covert.

“It will be nice for Pine View 
to be recognized for keeping its 
students safe. Also, giving them 
heart safety exercises is a good re-
fresher,” Banko said.

Bencie’s proposal has grown 
from an idea to something much 

bigger. Though the expected “Heart 
Safe School” accreditation will not 
come until next year, the school 
has an organized plan of steps that 
will ensure the certification. “I am 
happy that my idea has gone this 
far. I just want everyone to be safe,” 
Bencie said.

Among the steps is the ad-
dition of two more defibrillators 
to the campus. A defibrillator is a 
device that gives an electric shock 
to an abnormally beating heart in 
order for the heart to return to its 
normal rhythm. Pine View already 
has two of these devices, but there 
must be one defibrillator placed ev-
ery 90 seconds around the campus. 
Since Pine View is so large, the 
campus requires four defibrillators.

Also, there will be one trained 
CPR staff member for every 50 
students. The staff members who 
will be trained will be chosen ac-
cording to campus location — this 

GRAPHIC BY SUZANNE BROWN

At their first meeting, members of the Now Club discuss politics in a non-biased environment. The 
club’s first meeting was Feb. 9. PHOTO BY HALEIGH BROWN

by Haleigh Brown
Match Layout Artist

The Now is the newest addi-
tion to the growing collection of po-
litical clubs on campus. At meetings, 
members come together to analyze 
current news and discuss their wide 
range of political views with one an-
other. Eleventh-graders Adil Sageer 
and Foster Swartz, president and 
vice president respectively, began 
to form the club last May due to a 
“lack of an outlet for bipartisan dis-
cussion,” according to Swartz. They 
hope to use the club as a platform 
to encourage comprehensive politi-
cal discourse and engagement across 
campus.

A typical meeting begins with 
an overview of the topics set for dis-
cussion. Three conservatives (rang-
ing from very conservative to slight-
ly conservative), Sageer and Swartz 
(the designated independents), and 
three liberals (ranging from very 
liberal to slightly liberal) are always 
present to ensure that every seg-
ment of the political spectrum is 
represented in some capacity at each 
meeting. The moderators, Sageer 
and Swartz, then work through the 
day’s agenda, which generally con-

sists of analyzing videos, articles and 
news reports and discussing contem-
porary politics and culture. Meet-
ings are recorded by eleventh-grader 
Quinn Daily, the technology direc-
tor of the club. Highlights from the 
meeting along with a summary by 
the board are uploaded to thenow.
com on a weekly basis.

“The Now is a unique opportu-
nity to have in-depth conversations 
with various political [ideologies] in-
stead of just [standard] Republicans 
and Democrats,” eleventh-grader 
Olympia Spivey said.

Swartz, president of Pine View 
Democrats, separates the two dis-
tinctly. “[In Pine View Democrats], 
you walk in and are told ‘this is what 
we believe,’ and then you discuss 
those beliefs. However, in The Now, 
you have a wide range of perspec-
tives in one room and therefore the 
discussions produce many unprece-
dented ideas,” Swartz said.

The Now meets every Tuesday 
at 1 p.m. in Mr. Murray’s Portable 
46 and started Feb. 9. 

“Conservatives, liberals and ev-
eryone in between joining to meet 
on a level playing field — that’s the 
goal,” Swartz said.

ensures campus-wide safety.
Pine View will also be sending 

home forms with a series of yes or 
no questions that assess whether a 
student has a heart problem or not. 
If a problem is apparent, a care plan 
will be created for that student and 
filed at the school.

Not only will staff members 
know how to take action if a prob-
lem occurs, but students will also 
be informed. Three times per year, 
there will be a medical response 
drill. 

This ensures that if someone 
passes out, every student and staff 
member will know exactly what to 
do. On top of this, Nurse Banko 
will be hosting free after-school 
classes about CPR. “I would like to 
make sure everyone is confident if 
something serious happens,” Ben-
cie said.

Overall, Bencie is excited to 
impact the lives of all students on 

Seventh-graders Zephy Malka, Meera Nair and Catherine Bricker stand outside of Algebra I 
teacher Summer Grantham’s classroom, which displays a sign in support of twelfth-grade Nate 
Quinn. According to Grantham, a few of her seventh-grade NJHS volunteers created the sign. 
PHOTO BY MADELINE BOWMAN

District reevaluates 
transgender policies

School creates heart-safe measures

New club fosters biparti-
san political discussion 

continued from page 1

Transgender Policies 
in Florida

continued from page 1

by Madeline Bowman
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

According to Covert, the 
change in the policy was only in 
response to advice from Steve Can-
tees, Executive Director of High 
School Education, and Arthur Har-
dy, Sarasota County School Board 
Attorney. Co-
vert said that 
he considers 
the change to 
be “a decision 
not a policy.” 
According to 
Covert, he has 
had only one 
request from a 
trans student 
to use the bath-
room that best 
fits his identity 
so he will ap-
proach the issue 
on a case-by-
case basis. Co-
vert said that 
there has never 
been any policy or rule in writing 
that specifies the procedure at Pine 
View. “I’m not aware of any con-
tradiction [at Pine View] with the 
county or the office of civil rights.”

“This is a challenging topic,” 
Covert said. “I think I can under-
stand both sides.”

In conjunction with Bryan 
Ellis, leader of activist group An-
swer Suncoast, Quinn staged a 
“call-in day” to Pine View where 
students, parents and alumni could 
protest the school’s bathroom pol-
icy. On a Facebook page dedicated 
to the call-in, hundreds of people 
showed their support for Quinn and 
trans students in Sarasota County. 
A group of alumni also created an 
open letter to Covert and admin-

istration that included hundreds 
of signatures from parents, current 
students and alumni. However, af-
ter Covert informed Quinn that 
he could use the bathroom of his 
choosing, the call-in day’s location 
was changed to the Sarasota Coun-
ty School Board. The Facebook 
page was renamed to “Call-in Day: 
Tell Sarasota County Schools to 

Respect Trans Rights!” 
and the call-in took 
place Jan. 25.

The Sarasota 
County School Board 
held a few meetings to 
discuss trans-inclusive 
bathroom policies. Ac-
cording to Quinn, at 
a Feb. 2 school board 
meeting, a large group 
of Christian church 
members attended the 
meeting to oppose the 
trans-inclusive policies 
being discussed. Quinn, 
his supporters and some 
other supporters also at-
tended the meeting and 
spoke in front of the at-

tendees. "I was scared," Quinn said. 
"I wasn't expecting [the protesters] 
at all."

The school board also held 
a workshop Feb. 16 to further dis-
cuss the issues of bathroom policies 
throughout the county. According 
to Quinn, the school board decided  
to approach trans-inclusive policies  
case-by-case for now. "I hope they 
make a decision that is trans-in-
clusive in the future," Quinn said. 
"This isn't the end."

Jocelyn Kuh, a friend of 
Quinn who attends the State Col-
lege of Florida Collegiate School, 
said that the movement is more 
than just Quinn. "This movement is 
more than just one person. To tru-
ly change things, specifically right 

now with implementing trans-in-
clusive policies, we all have to work 
for it," she said. 

campus and to also bring the Pine 
View community even closer to-
gether. “Heart-related problems are 
a serious problem, and I just want 
to make sure everyone is safe wher-
ever they are,” Bencie said.

Tenth-grader Michael Shi 
looks upon these changes with 
great positivity. “In the instanta-
neous case of a possible danger, this 
could make the immediate differ-
ence in someone’s life,” Shi said.

“This move-
ment is more 
than just one 
person... we 
all have to 
work for it. ”

Jocelyn Kuh,
State College of 
Florida student 

Media Coverage
According to Quinn, sev-

eral media outlets contacted him 
after hearing about the changes at 
Pine View. The first organization to 
publish a story was Liberation, an 
online publication, and the article 
was written by Bryan Ellis. ABC 
7, Herald-Tribune, WFLA, South 
Florida Gay News and Channel 10 
began covering the story as it gained 
momentum. According to Quinn, 
he was also interviewed by students 
from the University of South Flor-
ida. “I’m pretty happy with the cov-
erage,” he said. “I was happy with 
how they talked about it.”

According to Covert, he wor-
ries that students “may be used as 
pawns” by adults and activists to 
push their agendas. “That’s really 
depreciating the value of a human 
life to put them at the center of 
attention if they don't want it,” he 
said.

“I want to make sure that 
all students feel protected and that 
students are entitled to appropriate 
access to our facilities,” Covert said.

Quinn and his supporters 
hope to use the trans-inclusive 
policies found in Broward and Mi-
ami-Dade Counties as guidelines 
for Sarasota County. Quinn said, 
“They have really good policies and 

inclusion training.”
According to the Washington 

Post, Broward County is one of the 
only counties in Florida to have pol-
icies that specifically protect trans 
students. Quinn explained that 
Sarasota County’s anti-harassment 
policies need improvement because 
they “talk about sexuality but do not 
talk about gender identity.” In 2011, 
the Broward County School Board 
voted on the inclusion of “gender 
identity and expression” in the dis-
trict’s nondiscrimination policy, re-
ported by Equality Florida. Other 
school districts in Florida that have 
trans-inclusive policies are Orange, 
Hillsborough and Palm Beach 
Counties.

Quinn also plans to reform 
dress codes in Sarasota County 
schools that are sex-specific. 

Defibrillators added to various campus spots
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by Nathalie Bencie
Match Layout Artist

In honor of their countless 
hours of dedication and donations to 
the entire school, Pine View parents, 
alumni and members of the Pine 
View Association (PVA) Sue Keat-
ing and Norm Worthington were 
thrown a surprise dinner party Jan. 
22, hosted by high school art teach-
er Retsy Lauer at Mattison’s Forty 
One.

The idea to throw a thank-you 
party, which was later named “Mag-
num Opus,” was originally thought 
of by Lauer, Pine View parent and 
current PVA Vice President Ben 
Turhoff, Elementary Assistant Prin-
cipal Denise Valentine and current 
PVA chairman Cathi Bell. They re-
alized that Worthington and Keat-
ing did not get enough recognition 
for creating a better environment for 
both students and staff. “The school 
would really be different without 
them,” Lauer said.

Keating and Worthington have 
provided the school, especially the 
art program, with new materials and 
opportunities by donating both time 
and funds. Keating has assisted Lau-
er in putting together the Scholastic 
Art Show and in replacing artwork 
in the office with newer pieces. “She 
is always helping me with things 
throughout the classroom. Without 
her, I wouldn’t have enough time 
to get stuff done,” Lauer said. “Mr. 
Worthington is always doing stuff 
behind the scenes, like supporting 
the school with large projects.”

In addition to honoring the 
two special volunteers, the Magnum 
Opus served as a fundraiser for the 
art program. A portion of the tick-
et cost covered the price of dinner, 
while the rest was given as donations.

Lauer contacted her Pine View 
alumnae for pieces to auction at the 
party, including Mimi Faulhaber, 
Elle Friedberg and Sammy Aviles. 
Auctioned artwork included detailed 

A group of attendees pose at the Magnum Opus event. The event was held to honor PVA mem-
bers Sue Keating and Norm Worthington.  PHOTO PROVIDED BY RETSY LAUER

by Marinna Okawa
Editor-in-Chief

Two of Pine View’s clubs will 
be working together to create a 
night of fundraising, awareness and 
mystery. Students Working Against 
Genocide, also referred to as Save 
Darfur, and Drama Club are col-
laborating to run a “mystery dinner 
party,” where attendees will be given 
their own character and dinner and 
will work to solve some sort of mys-
tery.

The dinner party will be one 
of the largest planned fundraisers 
for the year. Attendees will pur-
chase a ticket, and then will receive 
a personal invitation to the event. 
Each attendee will be assigned his/
her own character, which they will 
have to act as for the duration of 
the night. The event will take place 
at twelfth-grader and president of 
Students Working Against Geno-
cide Brody McCurdy’s house Feb. 
27. If interested, forms are available 
in English teacher and Students 
Working Against Genocide sponsor 
Dr. Paul Dean’s classroom.

photographs of New York and a hid-
den image of Florida throughout a 
larger simulation of smaller pieces. 
“All of it was just really cool,” Lauer 
said. “They all put a lot of effort into 
them.”

When asked how she enjoyed 
the Magnum Opus, Keating de-
scribed her experience as wonderful 

Twelfth-grader Brody McCurdy, president of Students Work-
ing Against Genocide, works with Drama Club member and 
tenth-grader Anna Bretz. The two clubs will be working togeth-
er to create a mystery dinner party for a fundraiser.  
PHOTO BY MIRA CHAUHAN

Students raise funds and fun

A ‘Magnum Opus’ of 
service honored 

McCurdy first had the idea 
from an episode of the TV show 
“The Office,” where characters at-
tended a party similar to the one 
being planned. “I was thinking, 
what would be an interesting way… 
to find something that’s unique. 
Something that’s not verging on 
some other club’s territory,” Mc-
Curdy said.

Funds will be allocated to the 
organization Save the Children, 
for the Syrian refugees in Jordan 
and Lebanon. Students Working 
Against Genocide has also raised 
funds this year by selling t-shirts. 
The focus for donations this school 
year is different from years past, 
which primarily centered on Dar-
fur-related organizations. “We 
wanted [Save] Darfur to expand 
its mission a little bit. Not just to 
focus on Darfur but on other cur-
rent events,” Jenny Li, twelfth-grad-
er and vice president of Students 
Working Against Genocide, said.

The Drama Club will also be 
partnering with Students Working 
Against Genocide to help with this 

event. Drama Club vice president 
Foster Swartz began discussing the 
possibility of collaboration with 
McCurdy two months ago. High 
school members of Drama Club will 
be working as actors for some of the 
other characters, besides the attend-
ees, at the mystery dinner. Packages, 
which can be ordered online, in-
clude a theme, a script and varying 
numbers of characters.  “I just hope 
they have a good time,” Swartz said.

While fundraising is an im-
portant part of this event, according 
to McCurdy and Li, a major goal for 
this is to raise awareness.  McCurdy 
said, “I think raising awareness of 
the issue is just as important as rais-
ing money for the issue.”

According to Swartz, Students 
Working Against Genocide and its 
fundraiser serve as an important 
reminder for students. “In light of 
the 2016 presidential election a lot 
of Americans have focused their pe-
riphery on issues … Not everything 
is as affluent as it is in America … 
there remain to be huge problems 
that we even as kids can help solve.”

Beautiful Smiles
For a Lifetime
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(941) 485-7006 
140 Indian Avenue 
(Across from Venice High School)

Englewood/Charlotte 
(941) 475-6860 
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900 East Pine Street, Suite 121 
(Across from Englewood Hospital)

Visit our Website  
to Learn More:   
www.crossbite.com

Jesse B. Ehrlich, D.D.S.
Nitin Sallapudi, D.D.S.
Orthodontics for Children and Adults

Board Certified
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and fun. “It was so thoughtful of the 
school to throw the fundraiser,” she 
said. “I had a great time.”

A total of 100 staff members, 
administration, parents and alumni 
attended the party. The total amount 
of money raised for the school’s art 
program has yet to be counted. In 
the future, Lauer hopes that more 

parents, students and alumni will 
follow Keating’s and Worthington’s 
footsteps and support their schools.

“It was such a wonderful time 
and we all had so much fun,” Lauer 
said. “I really enjoyed it and hope that 
more people will take the time that 
Sue [Keating] and Norm [Worth-
ington] take to help our school.”
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by Sana Rahman
Asst. Match Editor

With the upcoming presiden-
tial election in 2016, many people are 
talking about who, either a Democrat 
or Republican, will win the general 
election in November. However, pri-
or to the general election, each party 
has to nominate their candidate, and 
the process in which this candidate is 
chosen is through the primary elec-
tions and caucuses.

The primaries and caucuses 
occur in every state and U.S. terri-
tory. However, some states will only 
have primaries, some will only have 
caucuses and other states will have 
both. An individual state’s primary 
election is run by the state or local 
government while caucuses are pri-
vately run and organized by the po-
litical parties themselves.

However, the primary elec-
tions are not like the general elec-
tion in which an individual chooses 
a person who they would like to run 
for president. Rather, the primaries 
are an indirect election, meaning 
that the voters determine how many 
delegates each party’s national con-
vention will get from each state. The 
delegates from each state then pro-
ceed to pick their party’s presidential 
nominee. The party itself determines 
the number of delegates assigned to 
each state.

When each party’s conven-
tion arrives, there will be two types 
of delegates — pledged and un-
pledged delegates. The pledged del-

egates  vote according to the rules of 
their party. However, the handful of 
unpledged delegates, also known as 
super delegates, are free to vote for 
any candidate they want without 
any restraints. Although each party’s 
convention is where the nominee of 
each party is announced, historically 
speaking, the nominee of each par-
ty is known prior to the convention 
occurring.

The early primaries and cau-
cuses generally have more impor-
tance in terms of narrowing the field 
of candidates for each party as they 
set the stage for primaries and cau-

cuses to follow. Therefore, Iowa and 
New Hampshire, the first caucus and 
primary, respectively, tend to attract 
the attention of presidential hope-
fuls, as these are the two states that 
they need to secure in order to ensure 
success as the primaries continue.

As the election continued to 
heat up, the Iowa caucus and New 
Hampshire primary results became 

increasingly important. The results of 
the Iowa caucus concluded with Ted 
Cruz winning for the Republicans 
and Hillary Clinton winning by a 
small margin over Bernie Sanders for 
the Democrats. Donald Trump won 
the New Hampshire primaries for 
the Republicans and Bernie Sanders 
got the win for the Democrats.

While the Iowa and New 
Hampshire caucus and primary 
may have happened early, Feb. 1 
and Feb. 9, the Florida primary still 
holds merit as it does contribute to 
the eventual nominee of each party. 
The Florida primary is March 15 
although registration to vote in the 
primaries ended Feb. 16.

One must be at least 18 years 
old in order to vote in the Florida 
primaries. However, Florida voter 
laws allow one to be 17 years old at 
the time of registration as long as 
you are 18 years old by voting day.  
Since Florida has what is called 
a closed primary election, if one 
chooses to vote, they must vote for 
a candidate in their registered party. 
In order to physically vote for the 
primaries, one needs to go to their 

local polling location in order to reg-
ister their vote.

With the general election fast 
approaching and each candidate 
continuing to increase their cam-
paigning, it is now the job of the av-
erage citizen to take a moment and 
vote in the upcoming primaries to 
make a difference in the 2016 gener-
al presidential election.

 ]Some states will 
only have prima-

ries, some will only 
have caucuses and 

other states will 
have both.

[

Priming for the Primary Elections
Understanding the 2016 election season 

Republican Party Democratic Party

Jeb Bush
Former Governor of Florida

Ben Carson
Retired neurosurgeon

Ted Cruz
Junior U.S. Senator from 
Texas

John Kasich
Governor of Ohio

Marco Rubio
Junior U.S. Senator from 
Texas

Donald J. Trump 
Businessman and president 
of the Trump Organization

Hillary Clinton 
Former Secretary of State 
and U.S. Senator from New 
York

Bernie Sanders 
Junior U.S. Senator from 
Vermont

Debate schedule

March
9

Republican Debate
Fox News

Democratic Debate 
CNN

Democratic Debate 
Univision/

The Washington Post

Republican Debate
CNN/Salem Radio

Women’s Rights
Health Care

Immigration 

• Supports abortion rights:  
Clinton, Sanders

• Opposes abortion rights:  
Bush, Trump, Kasich

• No exceptions for rape or 
incest: Rubio, Cruz

• Supports path to citizenship: 
Clinton, Sanders

• Supports deportation of illegal 
immigrants: Trump, Bush,  
Carson, Cruz, Kasich, Rubio

• Supports single-payer health 
care: Sanders

• Support Affordable Care Act: 
Clinton

• Opposes Affordable Care 
Act: Trump, Bush, Cruz,  
Carson, Rubio, Kasich 

by the dates 

Feb. 27: S.C.

March 1: Ala., Alaska, 
Ark, Colo., Ga., Mass., 
Minn., Okla., Tenn., 
Texas, Vt., Va.

March 5: Kan., La., 
Ky. Caucus, , Maine 
Caucus, Neb. Caucus

Gun Control
• Supports more gun control 

legislation: Clinton, Sanders

• Opposes gun control laws: 
Trump, Bush, Cruz, Carson, 
Rubio, Kasich 

Which political party do you 
identify with?

Who do you want as 
the Democratic party’s 

nominee ?

The Torch surveyed 172 high-school students. Margin of 
error plus or minus one percent. 
GRAPHIC BY ALLIE ODISHELIDZE

Who do you want as 
the Republican party’s 

nominee ?

Death Penalty

Climate Change

• Supports death penalty: 
Trump, Bush, Cruz,  
Rubio, Kasich, Clinton

• Opposes death penalty: 
Sanders

• Supports climate change  
initiatives: Sanders, Clinton

• Opposes climate change 
initiatives: Bush, Kasich

• Denies climate change  
science: Carson, Cruz, Rubio, 
Trump

INFORMATION FROM THE NEW 
YORK TIMES

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE 
NEW YORK TIMES

Upcoming Primaries

On the Issues:

March
6

March
3

March
9

March
10



by William Khabbaz
Asst. Entertainment Editor

From the classroom to the 
competition, the Pine View Robot-
ics class is performing well across the 
state. Four teams recently achieved a 
spot at the VEX Robotics Florida 
VRC State Championship.

VEX Robotics holds many 
robotics competitions throughout 
the world. The VEX challenge is 
a battle between two robots to get 
the most goals, which are earned by 
placing a ball into a tube using only 
the team’s robot. The robots must be 
made according to a certain set of 
rules set by VEX, but the team can 
program its robot however it wants.

Pine View had three team, 
212P, 212V and 212X, attend the 
VEX competition Jan. 30. Each 
team spent four months working 
and building their robots. With the 
assistance of science teacher Neal 
Gleitz, the students programmed 
their robots and practiced the VEX 
challenge in the classroom at least 
once a month in order to prepare for 
the real competition.

Twelfth-grader Jack Pullman 
and eleventh-grader Eric McKin-
non were part of 212P. “The Robot-
ics class is a really great opportunity 
to get hands on experience in ro-
botics and engineering,” McKinnon 
said. “Through taking the class I 
have decided this is the field I want 
to go into.”

In the final round of the re-
gional competition, Pine View beat 
teams from Braden River High 
School, North Port High School 
and Sarasota High School. “We 
went in just wanting to do the best 
we can,” Pullman said. By winning 
regionals, 212P became the only 

by Mackenzie Dyrda
Asst. Entertainment Editor

Annually, the Education 
Foundation of Sarasota County 
holds the Sarasota Regional Sci-
ence, Engineering and Technology 
Fair. The science fair is divided into 
multiple categories including en-
gineering, physics, technology and 
medicine. Twelfth-grader Henry 
Tingle recently won first place at the 
county-level science fair in the engi-
neering and physics categories.

Tingle will compete in the 
state-level science fair March 29 and 
then, if he qualifies,  he will attend 
the Intel International Science and 
Engineering Fair in May.

In 2015, Tingle earned fifth 
place in the physics category of the 
county-level science fair with his 
bullet-proof body armor made out 
of fiber glass. For the 2016 science 
fair, Tingle constructed a nine-foot 
long flying plane drone, with a five-
foot body that can reach four hours 

of continuous flight. Tingle’s goal 
for his drones is for them to be used 
for anything from video surveillance 
of personal farms to military intel-
ligence. “He has a sense of accom-
plishment and a sense of enthusiasm 
for the science fair because it’s such a 
passion for him,” science teacher Flo 
Ames said. “He really does this be-
cause he loves it.”

An advantage to Tingle’s 
drone is that it is much cheaper at 
$3,000 a unit than professionally 
manufactured drones which are sold 
around $30,000. It also has a longer 
flight time versus the more expensive 
drones which can only fly for a single 
hour. “Mine would help to replace 
[professionally made drones]. Not 
only saving money but to have better 
reconnaissance scenarios so it doesn’t 
make a mistake,” Tingle said.

Tingle’s drones require a run-
way for take-off and run on gaso-
line, while professional drones can 
be thrown by hand and are battery 

operated. Though this means that 
Tingle’s drones have a more complex 
system of use, they are more cost-ef-
fective — something that outweighs 
the complicated methods of takeoff.

In the future, Tingle hopes to 
become an aerospace engineer and 
sell his own drones to the public. He 
plans to attend Purdue University 
this upcoming fall to continue his 
education in the aerospace engineer-
ing field. “I knew I wanted to be an 
aerospace engineer a long time ago,” 
Tingle said. “It’s very important to 
start a resume for internships and 
also since I want to get my PhD in 
aerospace engineering.”

He hopes to start a company 
in the future which will sell small 
reconnaissance drones at the lowest 
price possible to anyone from the 
general public to the military. “It’s 
just a lot of fun to design the pieces 
and maybe one day I’ll wind up help-
ing somebody which might be worth 
something,” Tingle said.

State science fair project 
STEMs from passion

Tingle poses with his drone at the Sarasota Regional Science, 
Engineering and Technology Fair. Tingle competed and won the 
regional science fair with his nine-foot flying drone.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY HENRY TINGLE

Pine View team to earn a spot in 
the state-level competition.

“It was immensely exciting 
and gratifying to see everything 
click in just the right way,” Pullman 
said. “After all the effort and long 
hours Eric and I put in, we expected 
everything would work functionally, 
but we never expected the incredi-
ble results we put up.”

The students attended the 
state competition Feb. 13. 212P 
came in 18th out of 58 teams and 
got recruited onto third seed, which 
is the ranking of an alliance, which 

212P created with the Excalibots 
from Leesburg, Fla. and the Saraso-
ta High School team. This qualified 
the team for the world champion-
ship.

212P will be attending the 
championship this April in Lou-
isville, Ky. They will spend three 
days competing against teams from 
around the world.

Pullman said, “The feeling is 
truly indescribable. I felt it when the 
first robotics team made worlds in 
my freshmen year and I felt it on 
Saturday and it was amazing.”

Twelfth-grader Jack Pullman controls his team’s robot as it 
competes against another team. The robotics team qualified for 
the world championships later in the year.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE HERALD TRIBUNE 

VEX marks the spot for robotics victory
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robotics teams
212P: Twelfth-grader Jack Pullman and eleventh-graders 
Keanan Dols, Eric McKinnon and Alyx Reckahn

212V: Eighth-grader Rocket Burns and eleventh-grader 
Max Borukov

212X: Ninth-graders Ellie Bodor, Julia Giffard, Steven 
Colome, Nicholas Gonzalez-Yepez, William Giraldo, Sam 
Moss, Micheal Waite and Matthew Mason

For over a decade, brain training applications have been 
rising in popularity. Based on the idea that being in a stimulat-
ing environment will increase the brain's capability, the apps 
claim to make their users smarter by providing them with game-
like tasks. With many apps on the market, The Torch assembled 
this list in order to decide which app is the best.

Battle of the brain games 
[an infographic]

GRAPHIC BY SUZANNE BROWN AND KATIE GREEN



by Suzanne Brown
Features Editor

Having found her forte at a 
young age, eleventh-grader Cece-
lia Hitchcock enters another world 
whenever she graces the dance stage. 
While participating in many forms 
of dance, including modern, carica-
ture, flamenco, jazz and contempo-
rary, Hitchcock said she has found 
her passion in ballet, hoping to one 
day make a career in the professional 
world of performance.

Hitchcock began exploring 
her future career of choice in her 
home state of New York, later mov-
ing to Sarasota, Fla. at the age of 3. 
Later on, she discovered her growing 
interest in ballet as a profession after 
her move to Miami, when she par-
ticipated in the Miami City Ballet at 
the ages of 11 and 12.

In performances, Hitchcock 
took on progressively larger roles in 
each successive show. As her appreci-
ation of the art form grew, Hitchcock 
began to explore her options; what 
was initially meant to be a hobby 
became Hitchcock’s intended career.

“Ballet is an under-appreci-
ated art,” she said. “It’s so difficult, 
and what fascinates me about ballet 
is that it’s so painful and hard, but 
the beauty and point of it is to make 
it look like it’s not painful at all and 

instead the most graceful thing ever.”
After her residency in Miami, 

Hitchcock moved to Sarasota and 
joined the Sarasota Cuban Ballet 
School. During this time, Hitchcock 
participated in the Youth American 
Grand Prix, the largest dance com-
petition in America. She competed 
with three full ballet performances 
and later ranked 12th for her age di-
vision in the nation.

Hitchcock later joined the 
Margaret Barbieri Conservatory of 
Dance at the Sarasota Ballet in order 
to train under the mentorship of pro-
fessional dancers. For the following 
three years, Hitchcock was homes-
chooled so she could focus full time 
on dance, attending practice from 
9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday as a part of a pre-profes-
sional program. Here Hitchcock re-
hearsed each day with professional 
ballet dancers and acted as an under-
study in their performances.

Hitchcock has participated in 
numerous performances since then, 
including “The Nutcracker,” “Sleep-
ing Beauty” and, most recently, “Le 
Corsaire,” her biggest role to date. 
After the “Le Corsaire” performance, 
Hitchcock left both dance compa-
nies in order to return to Pine View 
for her eleventh-grade year.

“I knew that I had a lot of in-
terests relating to my academics,” she 

Student finds future career onstage 
said, in regards to her return. “I felt 
that my online school was too easy 
and simple. It wasn’t a challenge … I 
missed Pine View. I missed the peo-
ple here. It’s like a family.”

Hitchcock refuses to neglect 
dance, though, and is still focused on 
achieving a professional career. She 
said that once school ends she walks 
home to practice for three or four 
hours each day. Her house studio is 
equipped with special ballet spring 
flooring in order to prevent injuries 
on the ankles and knees.

Hitchcock has been surround-
ed by dance culture, inspired to take 
up the extracurricular by her moth-
er and sister, both of whom have 
worked as professional dancers. Her 
sister, Adriana Baez, a freshman in 
college and ballet instructor, said, 
“It’s funny because around the dinner 
table, most of [the family] conversa-
tions revolve around ballet, what we 
did in class that day and the compe-
titions we’re participating in.”

As for her future, Hitchcock 
aims to one day join a company like 
the Royal Ballet Company in Lon-
don or the American Ballet Theater 
in New York. Eventually, however, 
she hopes to return to school and 
pursue a degree in medicine.

“Dancing makes me feel out 
of this world, like there’s another 
person on stage, not me,” Hitchcock 

‘Get Loose’ at the 
new local tea shop 
by Samantha Gallahan 
News Editor 

Welcoming to both the tea 
expert and the novice, Get Loose 
Tea and Art presents a relaxing 
atmosphere and delicious tea. This 
shop is the ideal place to go for an 
education about tea and the healthy 
lifestyle that surrounds it.

Co-owners Lisa Feistel and 
Doreen Birdsell opened the shop in 
downtown Sarasota in late October 
after owning an online tea business 
for five years. They decided to open 
a storefront when the perfect loca-
tion became available at the perfect 
time. “We decided that if the right 
location came up we would take the 
opportunity and open up a shop, 
and it did,” Feistel said.

The shop is predominately 
a retail store, selling a large variety 
of white, green 
and black teas 
as well as cups, 
mugs and oth-
er tea accesso-
ries. In addition 
to this, a large 
menu of freshly 
brewed cups of 
tea are available, 
so customers can 
choose from a 
variety of flavors. 
Get Loose offers 
classic and unique flavors like Mo-
roccan Mint, Goji Green and Zen 
and Cherry.

Two lines of tea are avail-
able: Triangle Tea, which is a line 
the owners created to promote a 
healthy and balanced lifestyle, and 
Where Elephants Roam, which is a 
line that focuses on its philanthrop-
ic cause of donating money to help 
elephant conservation — one of the 
main goals of Get Loose.

In the shop there is a corner 
called the “zen zone,” which is ded-
icated to eliminating technology, in 
order to give visitors the opportuni-
ty to embrace the peaceful and re-
laxing atmosphere of Get Loose. In 
the future, Get Loose plans to host 
tea tastings for the public.

Across from the “zen zone” is 
a wall adorned with several beautiful 
nature photographs that were taken 
by Birdsell, a professional photogra-
pher. These photos, which are also 

for sale, con-
tribute to the 
tranquility of 
Get Loose.

A n o t h -
er goal of Get 
Loose is to 
provide cus-
tomers with 
k n o w l e d g e 
of tea-related 
culture. “We 
encourage peo-
ple to drink tea 

beyond the cup, to fully embrace the 
lifestyle and all its benefits,” Feistel 
said.

136 S Pineapple Ave 
Sarasota, FL 34236

Hours: 
Monday: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday - Friday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday: closed 

Rating:
5/5 Torches

[a review]
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Star2Star Communications: 
The Future Of Scalable 
Cloud Communications

Scalable Cloud Communications
99.999% Uptime Guarantee

Unparalleled Call Quality And Reliability

Unified Voice, Messaging, Fax, Video, And More

Award Winning Technology That Works Where Others Fail

Easy To Use Unified Communications For Businesses Of Any Size

®

To Find Out More, Contact Us Today!
www.Star2Star.com  |  941-234-0001

by Madeline Bowman
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

Pine View’s orchestra par-
ticipated in the annual District 11 
Solo and Ensemble Event Jan. 30 
at Riverview High School. Of the 
19 students that participated, eight 
of them received the distinction of 
Superior and 11 received the high-
est honor of Superior with Distinc-
tion.

According to orchestra di-
rector Christopher Mink, hundreds 
of students from across Sarasota, 
Charlotte, Manatee and DeSoto 
Counties competed in the event. 

Mink said that there was one ap-
pointed “judicator” who reviewed 
each individual’s performance 
piece. “The judge is supposed to be 
impartial,” Mink said. “He didn’t 
know any of the participants.”

According to Mink, the cri-
teria in the judging process includ-
ed tone, blend, phrasing, musicality 
and stage presence.

The highest honor, Superior 
with Distinction, is reserved for 
students who not only meet all of 
the criteria, but also memorize their 
pieces. Mink said that each student 
received a medal at the event.

Medals in Music

TOP: Eleventh-grader Cecelia 
Hitchcock gives her final 
performance at the Sarasota 
Ballet before her hiatus. 
RIGHT: Hitchock and her 
dance partner practice for 
the Le Corsaire performance. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY CECELIA 
HITCHCOCK

Get Loose serves and sells 
fresh tea, while promoting a 
healthy lifestyle to customers. 
Get Loose opened in October 
in downtown Sarasota. 
PHOTO BY SAMANTHA 
GALLAHAN

award-winning students
SuperiorSuperior with Distinction
Emily Roberts
grade 8

Megan Hartnett
grade 9

Isabella Strom
grade 9

Cole Rouse 
grade 9

Nathalie Kondos
grade 9

Jonathan Michalik
grade 10

Paige Hansen
grade 11

Ethan Crauwels
grade 11

Nathan Quinn
grade 12

Tricia Saputera
grade 8

Jack Gallahan
grade 8

Charlotte Murphy
grade 9

Foster Swartz
grade 11

Michael Guo
grade 11

Ariana Moshirfar
grade 11

Alexander Sosa
grade 12

said. “I take up the character and I do 
my best to portray the character and 
make the audience feel what I’m feel-
ing. It’s almost all-consuming.”

 ]Another goal of 
Get Loose is to 

provide customers 
with knowledge of 
tea-related culture.  [



by Marinna Okawa
Editor-in-Chief

Making music and making 
money — this might seem like 
the dream life of stars like Drake 
or Adele, but for twelfth-grader 
Meg van Deventer, it is something 
she has been able to balance along 
with her regular schoolwork since 
tenth grade. From working as part 
of a large group to coordinating 
an entire performance with oth-
er students for a private party, van 
Deventer has developed her love of 
music into her own career.

Van Deventer began playing 
piano when her parents bought her 
a piano at the age of 5. In seventh 
grade she began participating in pi-
ano competitions that offered mon-
etary prizes, and went on to win the 
Sarasota Young Artists Concerto in 
tenth grade. As the winner, she had 
the opportunity to perform with 
the Sarasota Orchestra.  “It really 
gave me a glimpse into the life of a 
professional pianist,” she said. “Not 
only did I have to work harder than 
I ever had before, but I was sur-
rounded by professional musicians 
who were masters of their instru-
ment and were able to build a career 
around the art they created.”

In addition to competing in 
the concerto in tenth grade, van 
Deventer took a paid position with 
a local choir called Sarasota Young 
Voices and sang at a wedding with 
three other girls.

She also performed for a Big 
Brother Big Sister fundraiser last 
winter and worked in the Sarasota 
Youth Orchestra program over the 
summer. At a concert last Febru-
ary, van Deventer was approached 
by Boca Grande resident Sandi Ir-
vine, who was interested in having 
her perform for a private party. Van 
Deventer began contacting other 
musicians in June and arranging the 

set list.
The group performed Nov. 

13 at Irvine’s home. Pine View 
alumni Isaac Mingus played the 
bass, twelfth-grader Lillian Castle 
was the main vocalist and elev-
enth-grader Daphne Waggener 
from Riverview High School played 
the violin. “They’re all really talent-
ed and it was kind of intimidating 
to perform with them,” Castle said. 
“It was kind of an honor to be a part 
of that.”

The party was themed around 
the TV show “Downton Abbey.” To 
fit this theme, the group performed 
music from the show in addition 
to classical and jazz music. Min-
gus and Daphne each performed 

individual solos, while Castle was 
able to perform her first scat solo 
in front of others to the song “My 
Funny Valentine.” Castle explained 
her experience. “I liked recreating 
old classic tunes that the people in 
the party could enjoy,” she said.

Castle has also worked with 
jazz quartets for Jazz Band and the 
acapella choir for Vocal Ensemble, 
and took private lessons prior to this 
year. “It completes me — when I’m 
singing I feel the most comfortable 
… It’s a thing that has been a part 
of me and will always be a part of 

Meg van Deventer

by Melissa Santoyo
Asst. Features Editor

Performing onstage at times 
can prove to be a daunting task, 
but for talented performers sev-
enth-grader Caroline Creevy and 
ninth-grader Arya Nalluri, the spot-
light is second nature. They have 
participated in several productions 
and gigs alongside each other, and 
both share an appreciation for sing-
ing and music.

“I perform because I love 
singing. I love music and I’ve always 
loved to share my passion and talent 
with others,” Creevy said. Besides 
singing, Creevy plays piano, flute 
and a little bit of bass guitar.

In addition to singing, Nalluri 
also plays the guitar. “For me, music 
has always been something I enjoy. 
To make others happy through mu-
sic is amazing,” she said. “Caroline 
and I have been performing along-
side each other for about three years 
now. We bonded through similar 
tastes in music artists.”

For both girls, family has in-
fluenced their music. “My cousins 
also sing and play instruments so 
we all like to learn songs together,” 
Creevy said. She has participated 
in talent shows for as long as she 
can remember, and began perform-
ing gigs after enrolling in the Let’s 
Rock Sarasota rock band program 
three years ago. “My sister, Megan 
Creevy, and I have only performed 
together in front of family at home, 
and at my [class] talent show in fifth 
grade, but I know that playing to-
gether at home definitely takes off a 
lot of the stress,” Creevy said. 

Performing together is a 
unique experience that holds a lot 
of memories, according to Creevy 
and Nalluri. “Arya is one of my 
good friends, and she has been in 
the Let’s Rock Sarasota rockband 
program before,” Creevy said. “We 

have been in a few week-long sum-
mer camp bands there together, and 
I believe those were the only times 
we actually performed together. I re-
member once we sang ‘Airplanes’ by 
B.o.B and Hayley Williams togeth-
er in harmonies and it was a lot of 
fun. She is also taking lessons with 
my current vocal coach, Sarah, too, 
and I believe Sarah wants us to do a 
duet sometime so that will be fun.”

Currently Creevy is focus-
ing on singing more in public and 
in front of audiences. In December 
Creevy performed in her first con-
cert of the year. “I was definitely very 
nervous and shaky, but I know that 
with more and more performances 
those nerves will die down,” Creevy 
said. “I mainly just want to focus on 
getting used to being onstage and in 
front of crowds before I set my next 
goal. I’ve always wanted to incor-
porate music into my career in the 
future. Right now I have no solid 

Caroline Creevy and Arya Nalluri
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plans, but I’m definitely not giving 
up on music anytime soon. “

Nalluri is also looking to the 
future. “I haven’t decided what any 
of my future goals will be, but I do 
know music will definitely be a part 
of it,” Nalluri said. “I’m going to be 
recording songs with my band [The 
Seekers] in a studio sometime in 
January.”

Music is not only a creative 
outlet but a way to unwind. “My 
favorite part of music is the stress 
release,” Nalluri said. “Performing 
with friends makes me more com-
fortable onstage. While performing 
individually is great, I love working 
together.”

Creevy said, “I never lose 
interest in it. There’s always some-
thing new to learn, and there’s al-
ways a new challenge to take on. No 
matter how much I play, music will 
always make me feel happy and re-
laxed.”

by Mackenzie Dyrda
Asst. Entertainment Editor

Following in the footsteps of 
the renowned American Jazz double 
bassist Charles Mingus, alumnus 
Isaac Mingus, who graduated from 
Pine View last year, is preserving 
the musical legacy by continuing his 
jazz career beyond high school.

Mingus began his musical 
career in middle school. “Mr. Mink 
saw me when I was in the wheel in 
the sixth grade and wanted me to 
play bass,” Mingus said.

He was a member of Pine 
View’s chamber orchestra and Pine 
View jazz band since the beginning 
of his high school career. He has 
participated in solos and ensembles 
along with All-State music compe-
titions for the past four years. Af-
ter playing the bass for only a year, 
Mingus was awarded the Superior 
distinction at the All-State music 
competition in eighth grade. “It was 
quite an accomplishment. Only a 
tiny minority receives that award 
after playing for one year,” orchestra 
director Christopher Mink said.

Mingus’s biggest inspiration 
and influences were the musical di-
rectors at Pine View. “Mr. Mink and 
Mr. Mongillo are really good teach-
ers,” Mingus said.

“He’s an old soul. He has nat-
ural talent,” Mink said.

Outside of his instructors, his 
musical idol is Edgar Meyer, a bass-
ist and composer. “He’s an incredi-
ble role model and bassist,” Mingus 
said.

As a current member of two 
jazz bands and an orchestra at the 
State College of Florida, as well as 
a classical and jazz soloist, Mingus 
performs local gigs professional-
ly for money in the community. “I 
perform or practice every single day 
and it is my source of income,” Min-

gus said. “It’s everything I have.”
In tenth grade, Mingus began 

playing professionally. He regularly 
performs at the Venice Performing 
Arts Center, Casarriano’s Italian 
Eatery, Neel Performing Arts Cen-
ter and Allegro Bistro in Venice on 
Tuesdays for jazz, as per suggestion 
by Lance Bergman two years ago. 

Mingus described one of his 
favorite memories playing bass in 
eighth grade, when he received the 
Superior rating after playing the 
bass for only a year. “It was a very 
proud moment for me and Mr. 
Mink,” Mingus said. “It set me on 
my path.”

Mingus does not intend to 
brand music as his main career op-
tion, but will continue to play pro-
fessionally on the side.

Isaac Mingus

Class of 2015 alumnus Isaac 
Mingus performs a song 
on the bass. Mingus was a 
member of both Pine View’s 
chamber orchestra and jazz 
band. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY ISAAC 
MINGUS

LEFT: Seventh-grader Caroline Creevy performs at Mattison’s 
Grill downtown. RIGHT: Ninth-grader Arya Nalluri performs in 
Madison Beer Garden. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY CAROLINE CREEVY AND ARYA NALLURI

TOP: Twelfth-grader Meg 
van Deventer performs 
at a Sarasota Orchestra 
fundraiser brunch. BOTTOM: 
van Deventer practices on 
the piano at the age of 5. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MEG 
VAN DEVENTER

At Pine View, students get exposed to music at an early age, first taking 
music in elementary school and then having the option to pursue it further in   
middle school by choosing band or orchestra. Some choose to further their 
musical career with outside lessons, fine-tuning their skills to perform at public 
events and express their talents to others. 

Pythons showcase musi-
cal talent beyond school

me,” she said. For van Deventer, 
progressing from her earlier perfor-
mances to being able to coordinate 
her own gigs has had its difficulties. 
“It’s a lot more business related. It’s 
not so much the performance aspect 
that makes it challenging,” she said.

Van Deventer plans on mak-
ing music a large part of her future 
career, and plans to study piano per-
formance in college in addition to 
physics. According to van Deventer, 
her most recent gig with Mingus, 
Castle and Waggener was the most 
memorable. “Someone was always 
there for me when I started panick-
ing … They’re awesome musicians 
but they’re also really great people,” 
she said.

“It’s a thing 
that has been 
a part of me 
and will al-
ways be a 
part of me.”

Meg van Deventer, 
grade 12

GRAPHIC BY MELISSA SANTOYO



by Cate Alvaro
Web Assistant 

When walking past fourth-
grade teacher, Lois Myers’ class-
room, one can hear Myers and her 
students singing songs about rocks 
among other things. As a lover of 
music, Myers shares her passion for 
singing with the kids in her class-
room, by incorporating it into her 
lessons.

Having been surrounded by 
music as a child, keeping a rhythm 
is in Myers’ genes.  “As a child, I re-
member my dad, an artist and musi-
cian, was always walking around the 
house singing,” Myers said.

She began her musical career 
with the flute and later on, like her 
father, she began to sing. Myers 
said, “My favorite genre of music is 
definitely Broadway and my favor-
ite artist is Billy Joel.” 

Myers first began playing the 
flute when she was in fourth grade 
and continued playing until sixth 
grade. She first began singing when 
she was in high school and has sang 
ever since.

As Myers grew up, she took 
an interest in helping and working 
with children. “I decided to become 
a teacher because I loved and still 
love working with children,” she 
said. “I have kids of my own so I 
know how to work with children. 
The schedule was also easy to adapt 
to since I have kids in the same sit-
uation as the ones at school.”

Throughout the years, Myers 

has found that her singing abilities 
have been very useful. Currently, 
she incorporates her musical talent 
into her lessons in the classroom 
by using her ability to easily come 
up with songs for different sub-
jects. Myers comes up with songs 
to help her students study or help 
them learn new information in a 
way that will stick in their heads. 
Fourth-grader, Shireen Kaveh said, 
“I feel Myers’ singing has helped me 
in class because I can get a better 
idea of what a specific person in 
history did.” 

Myers uses her ability in mu-
sic, especially, when she is teaching 
history. She uses songs from that 

by Cate Alvaro
Web Assistant  

The saying “the apple doesn’t 
fall far from the tree” holds true for 
fourth-grade teacher, Eduardo Ma-
ron. His uncle, a musician, passed on 
his musical abilities to his nephew.

Maron’s interest in music 
sparked during his childhood, as a 
result of his guitar-playing uncle’s 
influence. “When I was younger, I 
had an uncle who was very musical 
and he would always play guitar and 
sing at family gatherings,” he said. 
“My interest in music started with 
him.”

By age 20, Maron discovered 
his proficiency on the guitar and 
decided to further his learning to 
the charango, a 10-stringed South 
American instrument, the Tahitian 
ukulele, an instrument similar to the 
charango, as well as the ukulele.

Today, Maron uses his musi-
cal abilities as an outlet and a stress 
reliever when need be. “That’s the 
wonderful thing about music: you 
do not have to reach a certain ability 
level to enjoy it,” he said.

Rather than concentrating on 
one specific instrument for a long 
period of time, Maron prefers to 
practice with various instruments. 
He practices every day and learns 
by teaching himself. He is currently 
working on mastering the ukule-
le and has been listening to artists 
such as Jake Shimabukuro, Kalei 
Gamiao, Aldrine Guerrero, James 
Hill and other ukulele virtuosos. 
Fourth-grader Juliana Silver said, 
“Maron incorporates his ukulele in 

class by playing relaxing music to 
help us focus during tests.”

While Maron has a passion 
for music, he realized through tu-
toring and teaching second-graders 
and adults that he also had a pas-
sion for teaching. When he enrolled 
in college, he originally wanted to 
go into the Teacher High School 
Science program but the university 
placed him into the Elementary K-6 
program. “I took this as a sign and 
stayed in the Elementary program 
and never looked back. It was one 
of the best decisions I ever made,” 
Maron said.

“If you are seeking to pursue 
a career in music, practice, practice, 
practice and stick to it. Being a mu-
sician means you will become a life-
long learner. Furthermore, listen to 
the advice of your musical mentors 
and teachers,” Maron said. “If you 
are pursuing music as a hobby, there 
are no limits, make it your own and 
enjoy it.”

by Riley Board
Focus Editor

One would find it challeng-
ing to count on his or her fingers the 
number of instruments that English 
teacher Lori Moyer plays; these 
include the clarinet, bass clarinet, 
oboe, saxophone, the harp, the bells 
and the piano — just to name a few. 

Moyer began playing the bass 
clarinet in sixth grade and then 
explored similar reed instruments, 
such as the oboe, saxophone and 
alto saxophone.

In high school, Moyer devot-
ed her time to playing the piano. 
She participated in orchestras in her 
community as well as at her school, 
and played similar keyboard-based 
instruments like bells and the ma-
rimba as well as the celesta, which is 
a miniature keyboard. 

Moyer also had the opportu-
nity to study at Julliard’s Young Art-
ists Development Program, where 
she worked with a Julliard professor. 

At age 14,  she had the once-
in-a-lifetime chance to play on the 
famous Carnegie Hall stage.

She continued her musi-
cal journey at Indiana University’s 
School of Music, where she also 
majored in Communications. 

“As I graduated, I went into 
the non-musical world profession-
ally and that led me through the 
different twists and turns life offers,” 
Moyer said. “What has been con-
stant for me, however, has been the 
music.”

Although Moyer ultimately 
decided to pursue teaching over a 
musical career, music still remains 
an important part of her life. “I real-
ly wanted to explore a different part 
of life, a different part of the world, 
because so much of my life had been 
primarily focused around music,” 
Moyer said. “It’s not that I fell out 
of love with it, it’s not that I hated 
it and wanted to distance myself 
from that part of my life. [Music] 
is something that follows me, it’s 

Eduardo Maron, 
fourth-grade teacher Lois Myers, fourth-grade teacher 

Lori Moyer, English teacher

by Annie Hassan
Asst. News Editor

When changing classes, stu-
dents can sometimes hear campus 
security aide James Hawkins playing 
a tune on the harmonica with its own 
interesting tune. Generally focusing 
on folk music, Hawkins has contrib-
uted his part to the music world by 
playing several instruments, writing 
his own songs and even having his 
own radio show. 

Hawkins began playing the 
guitar and other instruments during 
high school as a creative outlet, but 
stopped for a period of time after 
joining the Navy.  “My father started 
to play the guitar, and he never had 
played an instrument in his entire 
life,” he said. “I fell in love with it and 
started to play.”

In 1985, he recommenced 
playing his instruments at several lo-
cations around Sarasota and Venice, 
Fla.

In addition to the guitar, Haw-
kins enjoys playing the harmoni-
ca, banjo and the bodhrán, an Irish 
frame drum. He has been learning 
how to play the fiddle with some 
help from orchestra director Chris-
topher Mink for a year now. “He’s 
doing great,” Mink said. “He’s a great 

talent, and he writes really great folk 
music.”

Not only does Hawkins play 
several instruments, but he writes his 
own songs as well. He began com-
posing music and writing songs eight 
years ago. He specifically works on 
historical folk songs for which he ex-
tensively researches about the history 
of the topic.

As of now, Hawkins has re-
leased two CDs, both of them re-
corded at studios, with one of them 
called “Life on the Learning Curve.” 
Hawkins has had several folk artists 
ask his permission to take his songs 
to use for their own purposes while 
giving him credit for the original.

 The song Hawkins considers 
himself to be the most known for is 
“Swept Away.” “It has gotten a lot of 
reactions from people,” he said. The 
moods of the historical stories which 
he writes about are a large influence 
on the song.

The length of time Hawkins 
takes to create a song varies. “Swept 
Away” took him about 15 minutes, 
with the exception of minor tweak-
ing that followed. However, other 
songs have taken five to six years to 
fully complete. 

Hawkins was a member of two 

former bands: Cold Harbor, named 
after the last Confederate victory, 
and Turn Back Time, part of a proj-
ect that used to perform for Pine 
View fourth-graders.

People like Guy Clark, Texas 
country and folk singer-songwriter, 
and John Gorka, contemporary folk 
musician, continually inspire Haw-
kins to express his feelings into each 
one of his songs. “To me, it is cool 
[how] those guys showed me how 
to express my feelings,” he said. “It is 
okay to explore love, hating, old ro-
mance and mine it from a song.”

Teacher aide Sally Tyler had 
heard Hawkins play at one of his folk 
festivals several years ago. “I remem-
ber way back then, and I went to a 
folk festival,” Tyler said. “I saw him 
and he was one of the performers. 
He was very good.”

At these gigs, Hawkins plays 
all the instruments he can and sings 
as well.  Hawkins has booked sev-
eral gigs for this year, including one 
that took place Jan. 30 at the Pinellas 
Folk Festival. He said, “The Pinellas 
Folk Festival was fantastic. It was re-
ally exceptional and was an amazing 
place in how it was put together.”

Hawkins attended another 
festival Feb. 6 called Grand Ova-

James Hawkins, campus security aide
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something that’s part of who I am.”
Music is something that runs 

in the Moyer family. Her daughter 
Amanda, a Pine View graduate,, 
sings and her other daughter Ally, a 
tenth-grade student, sings and plays 
the drums, while her son Andrew,, 
age 21, is involved in musical the-
ater.

Moyer and her daughters tra-
ditionally perform together in the 
Pine View Variety Show. “Perform-
ing with my mom is always fun. I’ve 
grown up in a really musical house-
hold so music is a really emotional 
thing for us,” Ally Moyer said. “It’s 
really a family bonding experience.”

To the elder Moyer, the best 
aspect of music is its potential for 
storytelling. “One of the things I 
enjoy so much is when I’m playing 
things that have stories. One of the 
reasons that musicians flock togeth-
er is to share that story with each 
other,” she said.  “It’s very powerful 
and impactful. It’s part of that mag-
ic, it’s hard to explain.”

Teachers express musical abilities 

English teacher Lori Moyer performs a song on the piano at the 
2016 Variety Show. Moyer has been playing music since sixth 
grade, when she began playing several instruments. 
PHOTO BY ALLIE ODISHELIDZE

 Contrary to some people’s belief, teachers’ lives do not solely revolve 
around teaching and school. Like other human beings, they participate in a 
variety of activities and hobbies beyond the classroom, often times similar 
to those of their students. Several teachers at Pine View, as a matter of fact, 
dabble in the musical arts and share their talents through live performances.

tion, located in Lakewood Ranch. 
He will be attending more festivals 
throughout the year such as the Will 
McLean Festival from March 11 to 
13, and the Barberville Spring Frolic 
from April 23 to 24.

Every other Sunday on radio 
station 96.5 FM WSLR Hawkins 
has a radio show: Sunday Folk Show. 
Hawkins plays traditional folk along 

with other types of music including 
Celtic, Bluegrass and Maritime. He 
even interviews local folk musicians. 
“This radio station started nine years 
ago and I have been there since the 
beginning. I’m still there,” he said.

Hawkins said, “In writing 
songs, it’s another way of storytell-
ing. Music is a major part of my 
life.”

particular era to help display what 
life was like in that time. Myers 
said, “My best professional develop-
ment in class was a five week sem-
inar at the University of Pittsburgh 
— ‘Voices Across Time.’”

“I feel my biggest accom-
plishment in the musical world is 
that I introduced and still introduce 
my students to different types of 
music,” Myers said.

She tries to stress to her stu-
dents and others how important it 
is to be persistent in the pursuit of 
music. “My advice for children in-
terested in music would be to not 
give up,” she said. “Always continue 
learning and trying your hardest.”

Campus security aide James Hawkins performs at the Crowley 
Museum and Nature Center. Hawkins has been an active 
musician since he was in high school. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY JAMES HAWKINS

PHOTO BY ZACH BRIGHT

PHOTO BY ZACH BRIGHT



by Nathalie Bencie
Match Layout Artist

With five championship wins 
in the last six years, the Pine View 
Lady Pythons are quickly gaining 
ground in Sarasota. The Lady Py-
thons beat the Sarasota Middle 
School Panthers Jan. 27 during the 
playoff game with a final score of 
37-20. The team then traveled to 
Riverview High School Jan. 29 for 
the girls middle school basketball 
championships. The team fought 
fiercely against the Booker Torna-
does, unfortunately losing the final 
game of the season with a close 
score of 23-28.

Before the first quarter began, 
Lady Pythons coach Joe DiGia-
como stressed his concerns to his 
team. “We all have to have confi-
dence yet hold our composure,” Di-
Giacomo said. “We’re all one unit, 
and in this game, there can’t be any 
single players. We’re all a team.”

The starters of the game in-
cluded eighth-graders Katy Dean 
and Elea Saba, seventh-graders No-
elle Bencie and Ellie DiGiacomo 
as well as sixth-grader Madeline 
Boehm. “I’m really hyped,” Dean 
said before the 
game. “I just want 
to finish the season 
on [a] good note.”

The Lady 
Pythons trailed in 
the first quarter of 
the championship 
game 3-5 with 
Ellie DiGiacomo 
as the only scorer 
while the rest of the 
team played heavy 
defense. The half 
ended 11-9 as Pine 
View took the lead. 
Dean made two 
foul-shots from 
the line while  DiGiacomo sunk a 
three-pointer and eighth-grader Ju-
lia Boehm obtained a layup beneath 
the basket.

Eighth-graders Savannah 
James and Faith Kern were also 
substituted in to finish the half with 

a strong defense. 
“Booker is a quick 
team and is playing 
well,” coach DiGia-
como said during 
half-time. “We need 
to make sure to stop 
that ball.”

By the end of 
the third quarter, the 
Lady Pythons led 
the game by a single 
point at 17-16. The 
Tornadoes had 14 
turnovers, or shots 
in which a team los-
es possession of the 
ball before taking a 

shot at the opposition’s basket, while 
Pine View had 17. Once more, Ju-
lia Boehm took another two layups, 
while DiGiacomo and Dean each 

scored two points of their own. “It’s 
been a really close game,” Saba said.

Unfortunately, the Booker 
Tornadoes took the final quarter, 
leaving the Lady Pythons trailing by 
five points. The final score was 23-
28 — a win for the Booker Torna-
does. Pine View’s top scorers for the 
game were Katy Dean with 9 points, 
Ellie DiGiacomo with 8 points, and 
Julia Boehm with 6 points.

Even with their 8 and 2 re-
cord, it was disappointing to see the 
season end with a loss. When asked 
what happened, Coach DiGiacomo 
said, “We played their game, not 
ours. I’m still proud of all my girls 
for not giving up.”

Though saddened by their 
loss, the team looks forward to its 
future success in upcoming years. 
“I am upset that we lost,” Saba said. 
“But in the end, I couldn’t have 
asked for a better team … or a better 
experience.”

TOP: The Pine View girls 
basketball team huddles 
up to gather their thoughts 
with Coach Joe DiGiacomo.  
BOTTOM: Eighth-grader Katy 
Dean tries to escape a block 
by the Booker Tornadoes. The 
game was close, Pine View 
losing by only five points.
PHOTOS BY HALEIGH BROWN

Lady Pythons basketball team 
reaches county championship 

Leaving behind 
record legacies

“We’re all 
one unit, 
and in this 
game, there 
can’t be 
any single 
players.”

Joe DiGiacomo,
P.E. teacher

by Anjali Sharma
Match Editor-in-Chief

Over the course of two decades, the Pine View athletic department 
has kept track of sports records that stand the test of time. The different 
event records that can be broken include curl-ups, softball throw, shot 
put, flex arm hang, 1600-meter run, pull-ups and the shuttle run.  Any-
one can view these records on a board hanging in the gym.  Join The 
Torch in getting an insight into how alumni and current students felt 
before, during and after achieving a new school sports record.

Pull ups: 14 in one minute

Mackenzie Van Cleave Twelfth-grader

Curl ups: 69 in one minute
Alumna, Class of 2013

Torch: Did you train in order 
to prepare for making a school re-
cord?

Krejnik: I had been playing 
softball since I was 6 years old.  I later 
played for Venice High School’s Var-
sity Softball Team in my freshman 
and sophomore years.

T: What grade were you in?
K: I was in seventh grade, and 

13 years old.  Man, that’s a long time 
ago!

T: Did you ever expect to 
throw the softball as far as you did?

K: Yes, I was always athletic, 

and I had a strong arm.
T: Did you receive any recog-

nition at the time?
K: No, I actually had no idea 

until last year when I was proctoring 
a standardized test in the gym, and 
walking around, I saw my name on 
the school record board.  That’s when 
I discovered that I had broken the 
record.

T: Do you remember what you 
were thinking while in the process of 
throwing the softball?

A: I was thinking ‘I better win 
this, because if I don’t, then what have 
I been doing all this time?’  

Softball: 168 feet and one inch
Kelley Krejnik Pine View teacher and alumna, Class of 2001

Shot put: 34.5 feet
Alumna, Class of 2014

Flex arm hang: 1 minute 50 seconds
Alumna, Class of 2011

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: Pine View teacher and alumna Kelley 
Krejnik, twelfth-grader Mackenzie Van Cleave, alumna Liz Leone 
and alumna Julie Ortner are pictured. They set records in vari-
ous events at Pine View, which remain on the wall of the gym. 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF PINE VIEW YEARBOOK

Liz Leone
T: Did you train to prepare for 

shot put?
Leone: Yes, I went to track 

practice every morning and some 
mornings we went into the weight 
room and lifted weights. 

T: How did you feel when you 
beat the record?

L: When I beat the record, it 
felt incredible. It was one of the most 
gratifying throws I’ve ever had.

T: What grade were you in?
L: I was in eighth grade when 

I broke both.

T: Did you ever expect to 
make a school record?

L: No, I never expected to 
break the school record... When I 
broke both records, I wasn’t thinking 
I was going to break a school record. 
I was thinking I had to break my own 
record. I just kept breaking my own 
personal best, and with that came a 
school record.

T: Did you receive any recog-
nition at the time?

 L: I received recognition 
through an announcement over the 
intercom and at our eighth grade 
awards ceremony.

T: Did you train in order to 
prepare for making a school re-
cord?

Van Cleave: I was in gym-
nastics so almost every practice we 
did pull ups as part of our training.

T: What grade were you in?
V: I was in second or third 

grade at the time.

T: Did you ever expect to do 
as many pull ups as you did?

V: I expected to do well in 
this test because we [my team] did 
at least 20 pull ups every practice 

so I knew what I was doing.
T: Did you receive any rec-

ognition at the time?
V: At the time I didn’t know 

I beat the record and I didn’t find 
out until two or three years later 
when I was looking at the board in 
the gym and saw my name!

T: Do you remember what 
you were thinking while in the 
process of doing the pull ups?

V: When we were doing the 
pull up test for the presidential fit-
ness test I remember thinking that 
I had to keep going and show all 
these boys up!

Mandy Smithman
T: Did you train in order to 

prepare for doing the curl ups?
Smithman: I wasn’t specifical-

ly training for curl ups, I was good 
at it because I was in good shape for 
dance.

T: How did you feel when you 
beat the record?

S: I remember feeling very 
proud of myself.

T: What grade were you in?
S: I was in fourth grade.

T: Did you ever expect to do 

as many curl ups as you did?
S: I didn’t expect to beat the 

record, but I knew I could do a lot.

T: Did you receive any recog-
nition at the time?

S: All I can remember is being 
told I had the new record!

T: What were you thinking 
when you were in the process of 
beating the record?

S: All I remember thinking 
was that I wanted to stop but I knew 
that I could push myself until the end 
of the minute so I was just trying to 
stay focused on breathing.

Julie Ortner

T: Did you train in order to 
prepare for making a school record?

Ortner: At the time, I didn’t 
train in order to prepare.  The record 
sort of just happened!

T: What grade were you in?
O: I was in seventh or eighth 

grade at the time.

T: Did you ever expect to hang 
for as long as you did?

O: I never expected to do so 
well, but I was surprised that I was 
able to do so well.

T: Did you receive any recog-
nition at the time?

O: No, I never received any 
recognition at the time. I saw my 
name on the board a couple of years 
after, and it was only then that I 
found out I made the record.

T: Do you remember what you 
were thinking while you were doing 
the flex arm hang?

O: I don’t remember much, 
but I do remember wanting to let go 
and give up just so I wouldn’t have 
to suffer any longer.

Coaches: Misty Tucak, Mark Thorpe, Julia Schran 
and James Sweiderk

Meet the track team

Boys Team
Grade 6:
Julia Brzozowski
Isabella Crane
Grace Ourednik
Alexandra Roumi
Sarah Sensenbrenner
Ella Szmania

Grade 7:
Caroline Creevy
Alexis Firlie
Carly Kruysman
Leilani Lyons
Kasumi Wade
Moriya White

Grade 8:
Julia Blom
Sofia Genta
Samantha Gentile
Curstin George
Savannah James
Kaysha Kapadia
Renn Lewis
Carmen McDowell
Allison Racine
Elea Saba
Brooke Tyack

Girls Team
Grade 6:
Brodie Calandra
Cole Firlie
Mason Kuipers
Carson Roland
Jacob Stein
Joshua Wang 

Grade 7:
Lucian Bathgate
Michael Fraraccio
Kai Hudson
Raymond Leffler
Calvin Sweiderk

Grade 8:
Hal Bloom
Lucas Caragiulo
Andrew Leaver
Abrar Mahmud
Dominic Marhoefer
Tri Nguyen
Ben Nicholson
Ben Sweiderk
Hunter Szewczyk
Trevor Yull
Benjamin Zipay
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An 8-year-old sports fanatic 
easily dismisses a mom’s concerned 
wish to “stay safe” when headed to 
a practice or game. Young athletes 
everywhere think that the shin 
guards they wear for soccer practice 
or the helmet securing their head in 
a football game will protect them 
from anything that comes their 
way. As these kids grow up, they 
become teenagers who play the 
game harder with even less concern 
for themselves.

A terrible habit that intense 
competitors often have is dismiss-
ing their health in order to have 
peak performance. As youngsters, 
the game was played for the fun 
of it. As people grow within their 
sports, they care more about their 
performance than anything else, 
even their health.

The first sacrifice is sleep. 
Athletes need more sleep than the 
average teenagers, but they often 
get less due to their demanding 
schedules. If getting to sleep earlier 
at night seems impossible, naps can 
be a saving grace.

Hydration is something that 
every coach tries to instill in their 
athletes, but unfortunately many 
still fail to stay hydrated. The easi-
est (and most awkward) way to tell 
if you are hydrated is if your pee 
is clear. Some find drinking water 
all the time redundant, and if this 
is the case there are other options. 
Nuun sells tablets that add electro-
lytes to water, along with refreshing 
flavors like strawberry lemonade or 
tri-berry. Coconut water is also a 
good alternative that hydrates the 
body quickly.

Overexertion also affects the 
body of an athlete more so than one 
would think. When someone works 
out, they are tearing apart their 
muscles so that the body can build 

it back stronger. If the muscle is 
continually worked, the muscle will 
never get to repair itself. Days off 
after a couple hard workouts lets 
the body recuperate. If this is not 
an option, switching which muscle 
groups are worked is a suitable al-
ternative.

Even if a sport is not the 
cause, excessive exercise can be an 
issue. Often the case is that the 
strive to become healthy and “in 
shape” can lead to an unhealthy 
body. The want to be model thin 
should not be prioritized over hav-
ing a healthy body. An easy way 
to check if your body is healthy is 
by checking your body mass index 
(BMI). There are countless BMI 
calculators online. This is a better 
way of looking at your body then 
simply weight, since it takes in oth-
er factors like age and height.

Sports should be a tool to 
make people healthier, not an ac-
tivity that hurts an athlete’s body. 
The pursuit toward perfection in 
any given sport can be achieved 
without detrimentally damaging 
one’s health. We’re only given one 
body, so we better take care of it.

Sarah Mihm, Sports Editor

Prioritizing safety 
over success

[a column]

A group of students attend a Skyrobics class at Sky Zone. BOTTOM LEFT: Twelfth-grader Katherine 
Salvatori does a split mid-air. BOTTOM RIGHT: Eleventh-grader Vivian Sokmensuer and twelfth-
grader Gabbie Holliday stretch before jumping.  PHOTOS BY MIRA CHAUHAN

Get in the (Sky) Zone
by Mira Chauhan
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

Skyrobics is an intensive fit-
ness course that combines aerobics, 
core exercises and calisthenics, or in 
other words, working out on a tram-
poline. Sky Zone, an indoor trampo-
line park, offers this fitness class to 
those interested in finding an athlet-
ic way to have fun.

Skyrobics is a one-hour class 
every Tuesday and Thursday at 7 p.m. 
and 6 p.m., respectively. Although 
any level of athlete can partake in 
the class, Skyrobics is certainly an 
intense workout. For beginners, the 
class may be especially straining.

“It was really tiring but a great 
workout,” eleventh-grader Vivian 
Sokmensuer said after taking a class.

According to Sky Zone, par-
ticipants can burn up to 1,000 calo-
ries an hour when doing Skyrobics. 
Some of the exercises are push-ups, 
wall sits, planks and a variety of 

other core exercises. The trampoline 
surface also allows for various jump-
ing exercises. The trampoline aspect 
of the class is really what makes 
Skyrobics unique and entertaining. 
If you are disinclined to workout, 
Skyrobics provides the happy medi-
um between exercise and fun.

With music playing in the 
background and extra time to jump 
during water breaks, Skyrobics is 
also a great class to go to with a 
group of friends.

For anybody interested in just 
trying out the class, Sky Zone offers 
a first-time Skyrobics deal: $5 per 
person plus $2 for Sky Zone socks 
that are yours to keep. Sky Zone 
also offers a class for more advanced 
athletes, Sky Fit. Sky Fit is open on 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. and Saturdays 
at 10:30 a.m.

6180 Edgelake Drive
Sarasota, FL 34240

by Samantha Gallahan
News Editor

Riverview High School has 
recently created a girls lacrosse 
team. This is one of the only la-
crosse teams in the county. La-
crosse is not known to be extremely 
popular in Florida, but its popular-
ity is increasing rapidly.

In 2013, a group of parents, 
coaches and community members 
got together and created a nonprof-
it organization called SRQLAX 
to facilitate the transition of high 
school lacrosse from a club sport 
to a Florida High School Athlet-
ic Association (FHSAA) sanc-
tioned varsity sport. After sev-
eral meetings with the Sarasota 
County School Board and River-
view High School, it was decided 
that SRQLAX would establish a 
3-year pilot program at Riverview. 
SRQLAX hopes to help bring FH-
SAA varsity lacrosse to all Saraso-
ta County high schools within the 
next 10 years.

The lacrosse teams at Riv-
erview High School are the first 
FHSAA sanctioned lacrosse teams 
at Sarasota County public high 
schools. 

www.MyLocalMcDs.com

Lacrosse is quickly going 
from a unique, unconventional 
sport to a mainstream one. Some 
sports such as baseball and basket-
ball are more popular nationally, 
but lacrosse is gaining popularity 
in several states across the country. 
More and more high school la-
crosse teams are being created due 
to increased interest. As more la-
crosse teams are formed, more peo-
ple become involved in the sport 
and popularity increases in the area.

Kathryn Lehrman, from the 
SRQLAX organization, said, "Up 
until this spring, the only way a 
high school lacrosse player could 
play on a team was to attend one of 
the local private schools with teams, 
like Cardinal Mooney, Out of Door 
Academy and Sarasota Military 
Academy, or to play club lacrosse 
with either the Sarasota Seahawks, 
in Sarasota, or the Manasota Mon-
sters, in Bradenton."

The girls had their first of-
ficial game of the season Feb. 9 
against Out of Door Academy and 
their last game of the season will be 
April 1.

Throughout the season, 
the team will play other teams 

around the area including Cardi-
nal Mooney, Academy of the Holy 
Names, Out of Door Academy and 
Port Charlotte.

There are several Pine 
View students on the team. 
Eleventh-grader Ciara Dorsay, 
tenth-graders Sophie Goodwin and 
Lindsay Kaighin and ninth-grader 
Zayda Fredericks are all part of the 
team. 

According to members of 
the team, several of the girls have 
not had experience playing lacrosse 
before but they are willing to work 
hard. "I joined because I've been 
sailing as a sport for the past 5 years 
and have recently really regretted 
not doing any team sports,” Dor-
say said. “I then found out from my 
brother who goes to Riverview that 
they were having a lacrosse team 
for the first time ever, so I decided 
to try it.

Because lacrosse is not as 
widespread as some other sports, 
the Riverview team consists of sev-
eral beginners. "We are a new team, 
with lots of beginners, but the girls 
are doing very well and I'm excited 
for the rest of the season," Ashley 
McLeod, team coach, said.

Rams ‘lacrosse’ new territory

GRAPHIC BY ALLIE ODISHELIDZE



Catastrophic Coincidences in Construction
Widespread building projects fuel suspicion, distrust among students 

by Suzanne Brown
Features Editor 

Following the increasing num-
ber of construction projects over the 
past year, many of Pine View’s fac-
ulty have concurrently retired from 
campus, leading several students to 
formulate theories over what they 
believe to be more than just a coin-
cidence.

Since the beginning of the 
Classrooms of Tomorrow initiative, 
numerous construction projects have 
been planned, with many others in 
the works. 
According to 
a new club on 
campus, Save 
Our Schol-
ars, otherwise 
known as 
S.O.S.,  many 
of these ren-
ovations are 
cover-ups for 
what is really 
a large-scale, 
underground 
hostage situ-
ation.

C l u b 
p r e s i d e n t 
and elev-
enth-grader 
Natilie ‘Nos’ Talga said, “Pine View 
was so vintage, why else would they 
change it? I haven’t heard anything 
from the veteran teachers once they 
retired. I know they’re being hidden 
on campus in the construction loca-
tions. These secret construction areas 
are so sketchy. I created S.O.S. to 
raise awareness. More people need 

to know the truth. Why else would 
we be instructed not to talk to the 
construction workers? Plus, I figured 
[the creation of the club] would look 
good on college apps.”

Talga and the club have theo-
rized that past faculty are being trans-
ferred across campus and constrained 
in major areas of construction, such 
as the earlier work done on the new 
third-grade building. Ninth-grader 
and S.O.S. club member Cam Hin-
ske said, “I could’ve sworn I heard 
someone faintly whisper ‘Chief, go 

feed the 
s q u i r r e l s ’ 
when I 
walked past 
one of the 
construction 
sites.”

O t h -
er club 
m e m b e r s 
reported be-
ing told to 
“go see the 
eclipse” by 
an unidenti-
fiable source.

T h e 
club has re-
cently begun 
discuss ion 

on the “elementary only” bathrooms 
announced in January. Talga said that 
the bathrooms are merely a hoax. 
“That’s the current holding spot for 
the teachers. They’re running out of 
spaces. I know it,” Talga said.

So far, S.O.S. has organized 
three protests demanding infor-
mation regarding the status of past 

teachers. Protests were located on the 
property of former principal Steve 
Largo as well as a local “X-Files” 
convention and Pine View itself.

As the club continues to de-
velop, S.O.S. has begun criticizing 
administration on a general scale. 

Eleventh-grader Blake Bright sees no evil by the large metal cube. A new club on campus claims 
retired teachers are being held in the cubes. PHOTO BY SAMUEL WINEGAR 

Club uncovers retired 
teacher conspiracy

by Park Dietz
Asst. News Editor

The Pine View construction 
projects have been far from discreet, 
and many students have noticed the 
giant metal boxes that have appeared 
around campus. Rumors have arisen 
as to why these metal boxes exist, 
like how they’re ‘for the air condi-
tioning’  for the buildings, but that 
is a devious lie being pushed by ad-
ministration. The Torch staff has re-
ceived some vital information about 
the truth behind these metal boxes.

When these metal boxes were 
first completed many students sud-
denly disappeared for a day or two, 
their only similarity being their 
GPAs (all under 3.5).  It began with 
the disappearance of the tenth-grad-
er Andrea Cheva. Her friends no-
ticed that she was gone for two days 
and was not replying to text messag-
es. When she returned to school, her 
grades rose significantly and her so-
cial life declined accordingly. Close 
friends of Cheva have said they have 
tried to communicate with her but 
were rudely shut down  because she 
was studying, despite there being no 
tests in the upcoming week.

This has been happening all 
around Pine View. It is believed that 
the reason these blue boxes have 
appeared is because they are brain-
washing students to make them 
smarter.

“Ever since I was told to help 
someone out in the metal boxes, I 
have been studying more and put-
ting my phone down — my record 
for studying is for seven hours 
straight for a vocab quiz,” Cheva 
said. She recalls nothing between 
being called to help out and waking 
up at home, suddenly inspired to 
make 300 flash cards.

Reports of muffled yelling  
have been heard from the metal 
boxes like,”Y=MX+B” or “HOLA, 
COMO ESTAS?”. Students have 
lodged complaints with administra-
tion, but no official investigation has 
been launched.

Since the disappearance of 
students began, Pine View’s average 

GPA has increased to 3.833, which 
equates to all As and one B.  “We 
at Pine View are al-
ways willing to look 
into new methods 
of making our stu-
dents better,” an ad-
ministrative mem-
ber, who wishes to 
remain unnamed, 
said.

The scores for 
standardized test-
ing have also in-
creased, with a ma-
jority of students 
being in the 99th 
percentile. Students 
are actually studying for the stan-
dardized testing.  Ninth-grader 

Missing students reappear with 
stellar grade point averages

Following the installation of 
several large metal cubes on the 
ends of Building 1 and the blue 
building, campus construction 
workers have been nominated for 
the prestigious Nobel Architecture 
Prize for their efforts – a long an-
ticipated and well deserved reward. 

The nomination comes from 
the highest levels of the Sarasota 
County School Board, after a visit-
ing delegation saw the magnificent 
cubic structures. “These were some 
of the most intricate creations I’ve 
ever seen,” said county administra-
tor Francis L. Wrong after visiting 
Pine View. “The level of skill need-
ed to create these awe-inspiring... 
I’m sorry, they’re just so beautiful!” 
Wrong said, overcome with emo-
tion.

The cubes, made almost en-
tirely of sheet metal, house the air 
conditioning and heating units of 
the two buildings. It is well known 
that instead of simply arranging 
these units throughout the build-
ing, it was wisely decided that 
erecting large, monolithic struc-
tures outside would be more in 
line with the 
“open cam-
pus” Pine 
View enjoys. 

H e a d 
architect An-
drea Ruben 
says that the 
cubes were 
initially de-
signed as a 
matter of 
convenience, 
with little 
thought given to actual artistic de-
sign. “We didn’t have a lot to work 
with, so we threw together some 
spare metal plating,” Ruben said. 
“I don’t think any of us ever an-
ticipated that we’d be honored for 
our work, but we’re all glad that our 
work is recognized.” 

Many students have voiced 
their appreciation of the large 
structures, noting their eye-catch-
ing appeal. “I was late to calculus 
yesterday because I was staring at 

[the cubes],” eleventh-grader Zach 
Fegoni said. “Mr. Gottlieb said we 
could take a class trip to go marvel 
at them, so that’s kinda cool.” 

Pine View’s art department 
has also praised the new edifices. 
Art teacher Retsy Lauer hails the 
new constructions as testaments to 
the cubist movement of the early 
20th century. “The cube near the 
blue building is obviously modeled 

after some of 
Picasso’s earlier 
cubist works,” 
Lauer said. “The 
one near Build-
ing 1 is more of 
a Georges Bra-
que-type of cube, 
but they’re both 
stunning.” 

This re-
porter attempt-
ed to contact 
a construction 

worker to get a quote about their 
accomplishment, but was refused 
entrance to the cube. “It’s art, you 
wouldn’t understand,” an anony-
mous worker said. 

The nomination will be 
awarded to the entire construc-
tion crew as soon as construction is 
finished on campus (so in approx-
imately 12 years) in a ceremony 
held in the auditorium. The crew 
will also be given $10 in credit re-
deemable at the Student Union. 

“We at Pine 
View are 
always will-
ing to look 
into new 
methods...”

Anonymous,
Administration

Eleventh-grader Erik Mininsohn hears no evil by the large metal 
cube. Several students with GPAs below 3.5 have disappeared, 
with many claiming they are being held in the cubes. 
PHOTO BY SAMUEL WINEGAR 
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Giving the metal cubes 
deserved recognition

Will Uminati is the only person 
to come out of the boxes and ac-

tually remember 
what happened. “I 
was taken out of 
my math class to go 
to the metal box-
es and I remember 
all of it. They kept 
playing videos from 
Khan Academy and 
screaming defini-
tions of words and 
phrases at me,” he 
said.

E d i t o r ’ s 
Note: Uminati was 
reported missing 

moments after this article was writ-
ten.

[a column] 

“We’re a school for the gifted, ob-
viously we’re smart enough to figure 
out what’s going on behind closed 
construction doors,” Hinske said. 
“After our club exposes adminis-
tration, our next stop is NASA. We 
know they’ve found extraterrestrial 

“I know [the re-
tired teachers] 
are being held 
on campus in the 
construction loca-
tions. These secret 
construction areas 
are so sketchy.” 

Natilie Talga,
grade 11

Sam Winegar, Humor Editor

life. Why are all these administra-
tions trying to cover up the truth?”

The Pine View administration 
declined to address the group di-
rectly or meet for interview, instead 
investing in more sound-proofing 
materials. 

Scores improve rapidly and mysteriously 

 ]Many students have 
voiced their appre-
ciation of the large 
structures, noting 
their eye-catching 

appeal. [



by Allie Odishelidze 
Asst. Opinion Editor 

Friendly competition is noth-
ing new to the students of Pine 
View, and it comes in more forms 
than just academic. Recently, it was 
announced the bathrooms would 
become designated by grade level 
and a not so friendly competition 
has ensued. It is a well-known fact 
that the high-schoolers have been 
using the elementary/middle bath-
room, as it is often the most conve-
nient and available bathroom and to 
stop these unwanted visits, admin-
istration has proposed a contest to 
see which grade levels can produce 
the “Dankest Bathroom.”

This challenge was taken to 
heart by many a student and almost 
immediately following this procla-
mation, the elementary schoolers 
stepped up their bathroom game. 
The toilet paper was immediately 
replaced with two-ply and some 
floral air fresheners were strate-
gically placed to help alleviate the 
stench.

In response to this the high 

school bathroom was quickly 
equipped with a snack bar with 
free food and drinks, to be refilled 
by whoever took the last one. The 
students quickly found that their 
beloved food was being invaded by 
insidious bugs, and administration 

forced the hungry students to re-
move their food.

The younger grades noticed 
the retaliation by their upperclass-
men counterparts and opted to add 
a couch to the entrance of the bath-
room to provide a more streamline 
and smooth waiting process. While 

the couch was far from new, sev-
enth-grader Beth Room said, “The 
couch is such a nice addition, and 
I’m so glad it was placed there. I 
don’t even want to go to class any-
more. I can just say I was having 
bathroom troubles.” Administration 
is aware of the probability of stu-
dents missing classes, however, they 
believed through this program stu-
dents will continue to feel inspired 
to use their proper bathrooms.

With the challenge in full 
swing, not everything seems to be 
fair for all as twelfth-grader Toy 
Lett said, “I still use the elementary 
and middle bathroom, it’s still clos-
er and since this competition began, 
they just keep making it nicer. Let’s 
be real here, why would I not want 
to use it?”

The eager participants are still 
waiting for word from administra-
tion on who really has the dankest 
bathroom however the anticipation 
seems to be winding down for some 
as the realization has come that 
there are in fact two fully-equipped, 
luxury bathrooms.

by Adil Sageer 
Asst. Humor Editor 

The recent drop in Florida’s 
temperature has sent many students 
scampering for their sweaters.  The 
temperature dropped a whole four 
degrees to 66 degrees last Friday. 
Students have been coping with the 
change in various capacities.

Some students have turned 
to traditional winter coats to com-
bat the frigid climate. “I used to be 
able to wear tank tops everyday,” 
twelfth-grader Zach Blashinsky 
said, as he adjusted his parka. Other 
students were less conventional.

Eleventh-grader Nathan 
Jeffries noted how his protection 
of choice is typically only sold in 
Scandinavia. “I have here a du-
al-layer sweater vest with an added 
leather exterior component - all in 
one garment,” he said. 

Many students are arriving at 
school far later than their start time 

in order to avoid the chilling breeze 
that moves in during the wee hours 
of the morning.

“These days I can rarely even 
show up to first period physics - it’s 

just too cold. And it pains me be-
cause physics is my favorite class,” 
twelfth-grader Garrett Lawlor said.

The administration too has 

Battle of the Bathrooms 

TOP: Ninth-grader Stevie Rauch shows his amazement at the 
presence of a chair in the Student Union bathroom. BOTTOM: 
One of the many five-star meals available in high school. 
Students across campus have refurbished restrooms to make 
them more comfortable.  PHOTO BY SAMUEL WINEGAR 

Twelfth-grader Garrett Lawlor (right) winces against the biting 
70 degree temperatures present on campus. In response to the 
the extreme temperatures, administration has placed jackets 
around campus for cold students. PHOTO BY ADIL SAGEER 

GRAPHICS BY ALLIE ODISHELIDZE AND STORY BY SAMUEL WINEGAR 

[an infographic] 
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“I used to 
be able to 
wear tanks 
tops every-
day.”

Zach Blashinsky
grade 12

taken note of the spontaneous 
weather changes and acted appro-
priately. “No student should be too 
cold to study,” said Assistant Prin-
cipal Jennifer Nzeza as she unveiled 
the No Child Left Behind For Be-
ing Too Cold initiative.

There are now bins scattered 
across campus containing jack-
ets with logos of pythons dressed 
in stylish pea coats. These bins are 
open to all students and faculty, as 
well as the occasional squirrel or 
alligator. 

“I think the new initiative 
is working quite nicely — none of 
my students have suffered frostbite 
since it was implemented,” social 
studies teacher Kelley Krejnik said.

A few students do not feel 
bothered by this dramatic change 
in weather. “Honestly, it still feels 
pretty hot here. I’m from Alaska 
and there is a lot less snow here,” 
tenth-grader Natalie Schimek said.

Students cope with ‘freez-
ing cold’ temperatures 

Students compete to revamp restrooms

 ]Administration has  
proposed a contest 
to see which grade 
levels can produce 
the “Dankest Bath-

room.”[

Administration provides free winter coats
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Do you believe the state of Hawai’i 
should be independent from the U.S.?

GRAPHIC BY SUZANNE BROWN

Should countries work more towards im-
proving Earth’s environment or seeking 

colonization?

Scholarships: It is great to 
see the Coolidge and Zenie 
scholarships help students 
make college a more practical, 
inexpensive option for their 
futures.

Gifted Changes: While 
the inclusion of other types 
of giftedness into Pine View 
is important, it should be 
enacted when the appropriate 
facilities are offered to ac-
commodate the change. 

Heart Safe Schools: 
We are glad to see Pine 
View work towards enhanc-
ing the safety of students on 
campus with heart condi-
tions.

Girls for Girls Pen-pals: 
The pen-pal program between 
second-graders and Girls for 
Girls club members is a great 
way to increase a feeling of 
school community. 

The Verdict

by Jordan Glover
Entertainment Editor

Not only as a Pine View 
student but also as an individual 
born into a hardworking family, I 
was brought up with a natural de-
sire and ambition to succeed from 
a young age — I didn’t even know 
that college was optional until mid-
dle school.

My fellow peers at Pine View, 
as well as at other high schools, can 
most likely relate to the concept of 
“doing it for the resume,” or, in other 
words, placing yourself into count-
less clubs and activities and stacking 
your schedule with one too many 
AP classes, just to make for an im-
pressive resume for college.

Well, let me tell you some-
thing — that is no way to live your 
life.

We are told that high school is 
the best time of our lives. While that 
may hold true for some, it proves 
false for those stressed and over-
whelmed beyond belief as a result 
of the heavy load that they create 
for themselves. As a twelfth-grader 
who has learned a lot about college 
this past year and has observed her 
two siblings undergo the college ap-
plication process, I have concluded 
that quality does in fact outweigh 
quantity.

We high-schoolers hold the 
challenging responsibility of bal-
ancing grades, clubs and our outside 
social life, not to mention studying 
for the SAT and ACT and other 
exams. By slapping seven or eight 
clubs onto your schedule, as well as 
an extracurricular activity or a job, 
you spread yourself way too thin.

If you have found seven or 
eight clubs that you genuinely en-
joy, that is a wonderful thing. When 
you take on leadership positions for 
multiple clubs that you dread par-
ticipating in, however, it becomes 

excessive and unhealthy.
In a world of competition to 

rise to the top, we cannot help but 
compare ourselves to other students. 
I know that from personal experi-
ence, I have 
upset myself 
by compar-
ing my exam 
results, per-
formance in 
a class and 
overall work 
ethic to mod-
el students 
that put ev-
ery ounce of 
their being 
into their aca-
demic life. But everyone is different; 
people set different standards for 
themselves so it is foolish to com-
pare yourself to those who choose 
a different path. After all, every-
one excels at something different, 
whether it is a sport, an art or the 
ability to solve complex calculus 

problems.
I personally failed to find 

many clubs that appealed to me 
during my high school career, but 
I did stay active in a few activities 

for the whole four 
years, and that 
is what colleges 
really look for: 
consistency. So 
for the ninth-, 
tenth- and even 
eleventh-graders 
out there, I high-
ly recommend 
that you prior-
itize your time 
for the few clubs 
and activities that 

interest you, rather than put forth a 
minimal amount of effort and pas-
sion into multiple. You will perform 
better academically, get more sleep 
and have more time for yourself and 
your friends, doing what you love 
and what makes you healthier and 
happier.

Students running ragged 
for resumes

 ]By slapping seven 
or eight clubs onto 
your schedule, as 
well as an extra-

curricular activity...
you spread yourself 

way too thin.
[

by Zach Bright
Webmaster

Groundbreaking history in 
space travel was made here in Flor-
ida just a few months ago at Cape 
Canaveral. Aerospace manufactur-
er Space Exploration Technologies 
Corporation (SpaceX) successfully 
tested the Falcon 9, the first rocket 
created that can safely land upright 
back on Earth after being launched.

On the surface it might not 
sound like that big of a break-
through, but this is actually huge. 
In the past, rockets could only be 
used once per launch, and each 
costs millions of dollars to manu-
facture. While the technology to 
routinely reuse rockets was devel-
oped by SpaceX mainly for supply 
launches to the International Space 
Station, this can lead to much 
more.  The possibility of launches 
at a much lower cost paves the way 
for increased space exploration and 
research, as well as the exciting pos-
sibility of one day colonizing other 
planets.

Although the idea of human 
colonies on other planets is far-
fetched today, it is not to say that it 
will be impossible in the future. The 
recently released film “The Martian” 
illustrates the possibility of manned 
missions to Mars. It centers around 
the survival of fictional NASA sci-
entist Mark Watney who is strand-
ed on the red planet, and shows his 
survival. Science fiction films like 

“The Martian” may one day become 
fact.

While extraterrestrial settle-
ments have great potential and will 
likely become a popular prospect, 
once the technologies do become 
available, environmental concerns 
faced today cannot be ignored. 
Global warming, the largest con-
cern, could result in an uninhabit-
able planet if gone unchecked, and 
Earth would be lifeless like the rest 
of the planets in the solar system. 
Neither we nor our future genera-
tions should latch onto the idea that 
focusing all efforts on colonization 

will somehow circumvent the prob-
lems that affect everyone on Earth. 
It is important for us to combat cli-
mate change instead of setting aside 
Mars as a “backup” planet.

For the first time in human 
history, we are poised to take the 
stars or lose the planet we all know 
as home. Space travel is a very ex-
citing and thrilling venture that 
will certainly grow in the following 
years as new technologies are devel-
oped. Yet as we go into the future, 
we and our posterity still must con-
tinue to put importance on issues at 
home.

To the moon and (not) back
Weighing the dangers of mars colonization
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GRAPHIC BY MELISSA SANTOYO

by Brody McCurdy
Guest Writer, Grade 12

Hawai’i is known for its 
beaches, its resorts and, of course, as 
the state everyone fights over in ele-
mentary school when it comes time 
for those infamous state reports. 
However, what most people do not 
know is that behind the scenic views 
and cascading waterfalls, this trop-
ical paradise is currently the center 
of a political movement that could 
possibly change American history 
forever.

For those who do not keep up 
with Hawaiian news, Native Hawai-
ians are sending delegates to vote on 
a new Hawaiian Constitution that 
could leave the United States with 
one less star on the flag.

So why this sudden out-
burst? A little background on Ha-
wai’i should shed some light on this 
question. Hawai’i was at one point 
a sovereign monarchy — that is 
until American business interests 
were compromised. In 1893, Queen 
Lili‘uokalani was illegally removed 
from the throne by a gang of angry 
American sugar farmers — definite-
ly not the aloha spirit. Fast forward 
to 1959 and abracadabra, Hawai’i is 
the 50th state of the union. Pretty 
sad considering not a single Native 
Hawaiian representative had a say 
in the decision. However in 1993 

President Bill Clinton sent the Na-
tive Hawaiians an apology for the 
events of 1893 and now, after years 
of cultural revival, Native Hawaiians 
are pushing for change.

But even in the Native Hawai-
ian community there isn’t consensus. 
Some want full independence and a 
restoration of a sovereign Hawaiian 
nation while others only want feder-

al recognition (kind of like a Native 
American reservation). But beyond 
the split, both factions believe that 
change is necessary in order to pro-
tect the rights of Native Hawaiians 
in their homeland.

My thoughts: of course, with 
my American “freedom” sentimen-
tality I lean more towards full in-
dependence, though the pros for 
this course of action are almost 
nonexistent. However as the only 
indigenous population that does not 

Aloha, Independence
Acknowledging native peoples’ rights

have federally recognized territory, 
federal recognition could be a viable 
solution, giving Native Hawaiians 
the rights of an American citizen. 
But this still leaves many ques-
tions unanswered — what about 
the non-native Hawaiians living in 
Hawaii? Will Puerto Rico replace 
Hawaii as the 50th state? And will 
the new flag be too awkward with 
just 49 stars?

As I hear more and more in-
formation on these proceedings, I 
am often reminded of the most fa-
mous Hawaiian song ever written: 
“Aloha ‘Oe.” Most have had a small 
taste of the lyrics from the Disney 
classic “Lilo and Stitch,” but the 
song actually has its roots at the very 
heart of this contentious debate. It is 
arguably the most famous composi-
tion of the last ruler of the Hawai-
ian Kingdom, Queen Lili’uokalani 
who is said to have written the short 
melody after seeing two lover’s af-
fectionate farewell. The song’s title, 
“Aloha ‘Oe” translates to “Farewell 
to Thee,” and I cannot help but 
wonder as these events progress if 
we, too, will soon be saying the same 
to our 50th state.

The answer: only time can tell. 
But whatever the result, this Hawai-
ian referendum will forever change 
the way the American government 
deals with this scar of its past.

 ]Federal recognition 
could be a viable 

solution, giving Na-
tive Hawaiians the 
rights of an Ameri-

can citizen. 
[

Recently, I was waiting for 
an appointment next to an older 
woman. While she flipped through 
Facebook photos of a New Year’s 
Eve party, I was texting a friend. 
At one point she looked over at me, 
back at her own phone, and broke 
the silence with, “Look at us! What 
has this world come to?”

I’m sure we have all been in 
a similar situation — at least, teens 
who have grown up in the technol-
ogy age — and yes, there are plenty 
of times and places where being on a 
phone is less than ideal (in the mid-
dle of a lecture, behind the wheel, 
etc.), but I think to look at two peo-
ple on their phones while passing 
time and proclaim that it is a perfect 
example of why the world is falling 
apart is a bit of an exaggeration.

For one, being on my phone 
was not what was stopping us from 
having face-to-face conversation 
like “the good old days” before 
smartphones. In all honesty, as an 
introvert and a book-lover, if I did 
not have my phone on me, I proba-
bly would have just had my nose in 
a book instead. And of course one 
could find a better way to spend 
their time than six straight hours 
on YouTube but my friendly neigh-
bor was catching up on photos of 
an event she could not attend and 
I was having an instant conversa-
tion with a best friend who lives an 
ocean away. When 
technology is used 
to further commu-
nication, it is serv-
ing its purpose, not 
getting in the way 
of daily life.

It’s just as 
easy for adults to 
berate cell phones 
as it was for their 
parents to criti-
cize TVs and their 
grandparents the telephone, all the 
way back to the introduction of 
printed newspapers, which were, at 
the time, sure to end all face-to-face 
conversation. In the end, most of us 
are guilty in some way of romanti-
cizing the past, saying we were born 
in the wrong decade or “only nine-
ties kids” will remember a certain 
nostalgic toy or song. When we do 
this, though, we are focusing only 
on the positive aspects of the past, 
ignoring the major technological 
and medical advancements we have 
made to better society and individ-
ual lives since then. There are going 
to be critiques of any large-scale de-
velopment, but it is important not to 
let that get in the way of furthering 

our progress even more.
Beyond Facebook and tex-

ting, smartphones offer capabilities 
that could not have been imagined 
on such a small device decades ago. 
From maps to hearing aids to virtual 
banking and paying, having a phone 
makes daily life easier and less 
stressful. In an instant, one can be 
connected to 911 or other emergen-
cy services. These seemingly small 
advantages can really add up, and 
despite the flack many adults would 
give the constantly rising number of 
iPhone users, it makes me wonder 
whether any of them would be will-
ing to fully return to payphones and 
landlines if given the opportunity.

Because it is such a critical, 
helpful feature when I need it to 

be, I would 
not outright 
d i s a g r e e 
with some-
one who 
accused my 
phone of be-
ing “my life.” 
W i t h o u t 
my phone, I 
would lose 
all my fa-
vorite music, 
photos and 

videos of my family and friends, im-
portant information I have written 
in the notes section, quick access 
to breaking news — I could go on 
and on. As long as one knows when 
enough is enough with the games 
and the more distracting features, 
a phone could be a lifesaving, irre-
placeable accessory.

Smartphones are a brilliant 
tool that brings people across Earth 
closer together. Snubbing an entire 
form of communication through 
judgments on the generations who 
use it is a terribly pessimistic look 
at the world we live in. The world is 
not falling apart because of smart-
phones, and it is about time that we 
as millennials embrace that.

Taking a stand on the 
side of smartphones

 ]Snubbing an entire 
form of communica-
tion through judg-

ments on the gener-
ations who use it is 
a terribly pessimistic 
look at the world we 

live in. 

[
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When it comes to educating 
kids, it is likely for one’s thoughts to 
go straight to subjects like history, 
math or science. They are, after all, 
fundamentals of learning that we 
cannot imagine a school lacking. 
Even when students are not plan-
ning on continuing into a science 
career, they are expected to attend 
classes like biology and chemistry—
the logic be-
ing, most like-
ly, that a basic 
k n o w l e d g e 
of the subject 
is important 
no matter 
where some-
one intends to 
further their 
studies.

T h i s 
makes sense. 
After all, to get by in life it is import-
ant to have some general knowledge 
about the world we live in. Despite 
not pursuing mathematics, knowing 
multiplication, subtraction, addition, 
etcetera is imperative. Basic facts 
about history are worth more than a 
win on trivia night, too — they help 
us make educated decisions about 
our own governments and liveli-
hoods.

Despite this common sense, 
one of the most practical class-
es has been essentially eradicated 
from high schools across the nation. 
Home Economics, or Home Ec, 
was once a popular course for teens. 
Now, however, many students grad-

uate without the hands-on knowl-
edge Home Ec offers for those who 
will soon be living on their own for 
the first time.

When thinking of Home Ec, 
it is easy to let your mind go straight 
to poodle skirts and antiquated gen-
der roles, but the Home Ec of the 
past does not have to be the Home 
Ec we need today. Some of the 

skills it offered, 
like cooking and 
sewing, were pre-
viously very gen-
der-specific, left 
as tasks the female 
students should 
be learning while 
the majority of 
the male students 
spent their time 
in shop class. But 
we do not have 

to regress to old social standards to 
keep our students prepared for the 
future.

A modern version of Home 
Ec exists in some schools, in the 
form of a course called Family and 
Consumer Science (FCS), though 
it is not close to being a require-
ment in the same way as a class like 
precalculus or life science. FCS has 
some great qualities any modern 
Home Ec class should include, like 
finances — from figuring out inter-
est rates to managing a budget.

Home Ec has also been a 
source of nutritional education 
in the past. First Lady Michelle 
Obama called attention to this is-

sue in 2014, citing growing obesi-
ty in children and teens as a sign 
that proper nutrition is not being 
properly taught in schools — an 
issue a class like Home Ec could 
help solve. The Centers for Disease 
Control states that more than one-
third of all children in the U.S. are 
overweight or obese. 

To some extent, the relevance 
and popularity of FCS classes de-
pends on the state. According to 
The Wall Street Journal, the num-
ber of teachers trained to teach 
FCS has decreased by 26 percent 
in the last ten years. The Wall Street 
Journal also states that Utah, for ex-
ample, has 93 percent of its students 

 ]It is crazy to think 
that students are 

graduating without 
financial literacy or 
any idea how to do 

laundry. [
percent decrease in 
the number of Home 
Economics teachers 
in the U.S. since 
2004.

Statistics

26

percent of Florida 
students enrolled in 
a Home Economics 
class.

17.4

93
percent of Utah stu-
dents take a Home 
Economics class.

1
percent of New Jer-
sey students enrolled 
in a Home Econom-
ics class.

enrolled in FCS. The much more 
urban state of New Jersey has the 
lowest rate, at 1 percent of students 
enrolled in the course. 

FCS, or a similar class, needs 
to be a staple in high schools across 
the state. It is crazy to think that 
students are graduating without fi-
nancial literacy or any idea how to 
do laundry. There is a lot more that 
should go into preparing students 
for the real world than teaching the 
Pythagorean Theorem, no matter 
how game-changing that formula is 
for trigonometry students. When it 
comes to being successful after high 
school, practical skills should be val-
ued just as much as academics.

Home Economics eliminated from education
[staff editorial]

[a column]

Brenna Maginness, 
Opinion Editor
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by Brenna Maginness
Opinion Editor 

Writing is a fundamental 
step in any education system and 
most students have experienced the 
time-consuming activity of essay 
writing. Ninth-graders Sarah Mo-
loney and Melissa Santoyo, however, 
took their writing skills far beyond 
the classroom.  Moloney and San-
toyo, along with Wiregrass Ranch 
High School student Angelora 
Cooper and Sarasota Middle School 
student Lucie Bussiere wrote and 
published their first work — a short 
story anthology titled “FANGRLS 
Anthology: Volume One.”

“It started out as a summer 
class at the library,” Moloney said. 
The four girls met at Selby Library 
as part of a book and writing club, 
but when the school year began, 
club numbers dwindled. The small 
club became known as the “FAN-
GRLS” (pronounced “fangirls”), 
an acronym for Florida Absolutely 
Needs Girl-Written Literature So-
ciety.

“Once we officially became 
the FANGRLS, we decided we 
wanted a goal,” Moloney said. “Ev-
eryone would write one short sto-
ry.” The stories, while all fiction in 
general genre, had slightly different 
themes, with Moloney’s taking on 
a fantasy approach. “We all took 
different paths,” she said. Her sto-
ry, “Lucid Dreaming,” 
largely incorporated 
the unconscious mind. 
“I really like the idea 
of dreaming and kind 
of what happens in 
dreams. I liked the idea 
of a girl who meets a 
guy in her dreams.”

In “Lucid 
Dreaming,” a girl 
named Sky meets 
Lokean in her dreams. 
When her life takes 
a turn for the worse, 
Sky relies on Lokean 
“at a terrible cost.” 
Moloney’s character 
development process is intricate, es-
pecially with her main characters. In 
addition to a character’s personality 
and physical traits, Moloney puts 
deep thought into names. Often-
times, a character’s name will, for 
her, be the building block of their 
qualities in the novel. “For me, it 
takes a long time. I have to think 
about it over a few weeks,” she said. 
“Normally I think of certain charac-
ter traits from [people-watching.]”

The four girls mostly wrote in 

their free time, preferring to spend 
their time in the club for writing 
exercises and the opportunity to 
utilize club sponsor Kate Thomas’ 
expertise. Thomas, who works at 
Bookstore One, is a publisher and 
an author, who aids the members 
in technical advice and with editing 
their stories. While writing of the 
stories began during last school year, 
it wasn’t until the summer that they 

were officially 
compiled. “It was 
a long process,” 
Moloney said.

Alongside 
Moloney’s “Lu-
cid Dreaming” 
were Pine View 
n i n t h - g r a d e r 
Melissa Santoyo’s 
“There Alone,” 
Lucie Bussiere’s 
“Detour” and 
Angelora Coo-
per’s “Quantum 
Warp.” Moloney 
designed and 
hand-drew the 

front and back covers to represent 
each story with symbols, like an 
eye for “Lucid Dreaming” and NA-
SCAR racing flags for “Detour.”

The girls self-published their 
anthology, meaning they will per-
sonally sell the books instead of 
working through a third party. To 
celebrate the release, they are hold-
ing a book launch at Selby Library 
Feb. 20 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. The 
launch will feature banners, min-
gling, snacks and possibly a reading 

of passages, in addition to $10 sales 
of the book.

“Everyone has been like, 
‘Wow, you wrote a book?’ That’s 
been exciting,” Moloney said. After 
sending the book to be published, it 
took about three weeks for the first 
copies to arrive. “We were flipping 
out,” she said. “Some of the librar-
ians in the library might have been 
giving us dirty looks.”

As far as future projects go, 
Moloney and her fellow FAN-
GRLS plan to each write an indi-
vidual novel to send to a publishing 
house. After that they will most 
likely work on a second anthology.

The girls hope to increase 
membership in the club, which now 
meets a few Saturdays a month at 
Gulf Gate Library. They hope to 
raise awareness for the club through 
their website, www.fangrls.org, by 
word of mouth and posters. Accord-
ing to Moloney, the group is also 
working on contacting authors to 
speak to the club. “We do hope to 
expand our club and bridge a link 
between people who want to start 
writing and getting to the author 
step,” Moloney said.

For Moloney, the hardest part 
of the process is the waiting and, 
“figuring out all the different steps. 
For me, I write better under pres-
sure,” she said. In the end, publish-
ing is just a small step in her large-
scale interests. “I like getting to do 
something I really like with people 
who enjoy the same thing as me,” 
Moloney said. “I get to express my-
self in a unique way.”

Ninth-graders Melissa Santoyo (left) and Sarah Moloney (right) 
pose with their book “FANGRLS Volume One.” Moloney and 
Santoyo are the founders of the FANGRLS writing club. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY SARAH MOLONEY

Professional FANGRLS 
publish their first anthology 

Harry Potter. The Beatles. 
“The Cat in the Hat.” Colonel Sand-
ers’ Kentucky Fried Chicken. Co-
ca-Cola. You might be wondering 
what these have in common, besides 
being some of my favorite items. To 
the point, however, they are connect-
ed by one important thing: they all 
began with failure.

J.K. Rowling wrote the first 
100 pages of her Harry Potter book 
on napkins while she was going 
through a divorce, and the manu-
script was rejected by 12 different 
publishers. The Beatles’ first audition 
with Decca records was turned down 
right away. Dr. Seuss’ first book, “And 
to Think That I Saw It on Mulber-
ry Street,” was rejected by 27 differ-
ent publishers before he ran into a 
friend, while on his way to burn it, 
who knew one. ‘Colonel’ Harland 
David Sanders made 1000 pitches 
for his fried chicken recipe before he 
finally found a buyer. Coca-Cola was 
the result of a lab assistant acciden-
tally mixing carbonated water with a 
headache cure.

Fai lure: 
it’s a terrifying 
word and a ter-
rifying concept. 
As we grow up 
and stop fear-
ing the mon-
ster under the 
bed, the thing 
that keeps us 
up at night is 
often the scar-
ier thought of 
messing up, of losing, of failing. And 
the simple solution to overcoming 
this fear is this: simply face it.

I used to consider myself a 
perfectionist. All throughout ele-
mentary and middle school I had 
a near obsession with getting the 
best grades possible. I look back and 
laugh at one memory in particular, 
when I questioned my fourth-grade 
teacher why I had received a 99 on 
an essay instead of 100, to which she 
simply replied, “Because there is al-
ways room to improve.”

This is something I didn’t re-
ally appreciate until high school. AP 
European History and AP Chem-
istry truly hammered in this lesson 
— trust me, even after these classes 
I am very far from doing a perfect ti-
tration or remembering the stages of 
the French Revolution. But I learned 
more from the mistakes I made in 
these classes, on tests, in essays and 

in labs (thank you Dr. Ors, for your 
infinite patience with me last year), 
than I think I ever did from ele-
mentary quizzes that were easy A’s. 
I learned how to improve my study 
habits, how to seek advice and help 
from others and how to not take my-
self so seriously. Because of my strug-
gles in AP European History, I began 

studying with a 
fellow classmate. 
And I couldn’t 
be more thankful 
for those failures, 
because it led to 
memorable cof-
fee-fueled Barnes 
and Noble study 
sessions, a better 
understanding 
of how to take 
notes and one 
of my closest 

friendships.
Believe me, there have been 

plenty of other mess-ups throughout 
my high school career beyond the 
classroom. From crashing the Torch 
website my freshman year to sprain-
ing my own foot by tripping on it, I 
have learned the importance of re-
membering to laugh at yourself along 
the way. The embarrassing mistakes 
we make today prove to be legendary 
(and yes, still embarrassing) stories in 
the future.

Sometimes the results of our 
mistakes lead to greater lessons and 
experiences than would have come 
from an instant success. This is what 
makes that final success that much 
sweeter. So the next time you’re 
drinking an ice cold Coca-Cola, 
reading Harry Potter, eating fried 
chicken – or perhaps doing all three 
simultaneously, just remember:  don’t 
fear failure – embrace it.

The Sweet Smell of Failure
Learning to love our mistakes

[a column] 

Marinna Okawa, 
Editor-in-Chief 

by Mira Chauhan 
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

They leave with nothing and 
arrive in Jordan with cracked feet, 
blistered hands and emotional trau-
ma. Some have walked all the way 
from Syria. These refugees come in 
need of shelter, food and perhaps 
most surprisingly, Vaseline. Alum-
nus Dr. Samer Jaber, who graduated 
from Pine View in 1997, discovered 
this two years ago upon going on 
a medical mission trip to Amman, 
Jordan to help refugees. Since then, 
he has been working with Vaseline 
to help provide much-needed med-
ical skincare to refugees and others 
in crisis situations.

Jaber’s journey with refugees 
began in 2014 when he received a 
f o r w a r d e d 
email from a 
doctor work-
ing with a 
n o n - g o v -
e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a -
tion (NGO) 
called Sa-
laam Cultur-
al Museum. 
The NGO, 
which helps 
Syrian ref-
ugees, was 
reaching out 
to doctors 
who may be interested in volun-
teering at refugee camps in Jordan. 
Jaber works as a dermatologist in 
New York City and was immedi-
ately interested in the opportunity 
to do international service. Upon 
seeing it, Jaber thought, “Wow, I 
should go and do something.”

With that in mind, Jaber con-
tacted the NGO. Jaber said he did 
not think that the refugees would 
need dermatologists, and instead a 
greater need for doctors providing 
serious medical care. However, Jaber 
discovered that, “dermatology is one 
of the most at-need specialties.”

The hot dry climate and the 
relentless walking often causes refu-
gees to  suffer from severe sunburns, 
cracked, bleeding skin and other 
skin-related issues. “What people 
don’t realize is that when you’re in 
an environment like that, your skin 
suffers,” Jaber said.

In the spring of 2014, Jaber 
and a fellow dermatologist, Dr. 
Grace Bandow, made the one-week 
trip to Amman through Salaam 

Cultural Mu-
seum. The 
two of them, 
as well as the 
other doctors 
on the trip, 
were based 
in Amman. 
According to 
Jaber, each 
day they 
would go to 
different ref-
ugee camps 
and treat as 
many patients 
as possible.  

Each doctor brought his or her own 
supplies. “It ranged from small camp 
villages to Zaatari [the largest refu-
gee camp in the Middle East],” he 
said.

Describing his experiences, 
Jaber said, “The thing that I saw 
that was so striking was that little 

Dermatologist Dr. Samer Jaber poses with a young boy he has treated at a makeshift outdoor 
clinic in Jordan. Jaber is involved in the Vaseline Healing Project, which provides skin treatment to 
refugees who suffer in harsh Middle Eastern climates. PHOTO PROVIDED BY DR. SAMER JABER
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things easily treated in the U.S. just 
wouldn’t get treated.”

While he was there, Jaber 
had the opportunity to speak to 
refugees, and he noted some things 
were nearly universal. “The people 
that we met just wanted to go back 
home,” Jaber said.

Many refugees are profession-
als – dentists, engineers and teach-
ers – but because of laws in Jordan, 
they are not allowed to work. Jaber 
also said that many of the refugees 
just wanted their stories to be told, 
so that the conflicts causing them to 
leave could be resolved.

Jaber considers this one of 
the main reasons he and Bandow 
decided to write an article detailing 
their experiences upon their arrival 
in the United States. In the article, 
Jaber and Bandow discussed, among 
other things, the great need for a 
simple household item like Vaseline. 

“Everyone 
has been 
like, ‘Wow, 
you wrote 
a book?’ 
That’s been 
exciting.”

Sarah Moloney,
grade 9

Alumnus supports 
refugees in Jordan 

“We just wanted to show how sim-
ple things could make a difference,” 
Jaber explained.

After the article, “What can a 
dermatologist do in a Syrian refugee 
camp?” was published in the Wash-
ington Post, Jaber received a phone 
call from the Vaseline company. The 
company wanted to help refugees 
through their humanitarian initia-
tive, The Vaseline Healing Project.

The Healing Project is in 
partnership with the NGO Direct 
Relief, which provides medical aid 
to people around the world. Jaber 
explained that the project’s goals 
include supplying medication, orga-
nizing medical mission trips to send 
dermatologists to crisis areas and 
training local health workers.

Jaber and Bandow are now 
advisers for the Healing Project. In 
the spring of 2015, he and Bandow 
again went to Amman, this time 

“It’s really a 
blessing I could 
do something 
small that could 
potentially have a 
huge impact.”

Dr. Samer Jaber,
alumnus

with the Healing Project. The proj-
ect’s eventual goal is to treat five 
million people by 2020; already 
more than 96,000 people in need 
have benefited from it.

“It’s really a blessing I could 
do something small that could po-
tentially have a large impact,” Jaber 
said.

Currently, Jaber is doing more 
local work, and volunteering at clin-
ics in New York that provide free 
healthcare to people without insur-
ance. However, he does hope to go 
on another international mission 
trip soon, perhaps again working 
with refugees. “There’s a lot of need 
in [the] U.S., too,” Jaber said.

“I think, when you live in the 
U.S., you are so blessed… You’ve 
won the lottery,” Jaber said. “If you 
have the time and the means to 
help the less fortunate, you should 
do that.”

 ]The embarrassing 
mistakes we make 
today prove to be 

legendary (and yes, 
still embarrassing) 
stories in the future. [


