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Fabric hangs as the only remains 
on half of the sunshade on the sec-
ond and third-grade playground. 
The school hopes to get it fixed by 
this summer. 
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Sun shines on
by Jiayi Zhu

Months later, many peo-
ple are still recovering from 
the catastrophic damages of 
Hurricane Ian. While Pine 
View was very fortunate in 
avoiding any major damage,   
it didn’t avoid the effects of 
the hurricane altogether.

Amongst the damage 
Hurricane Ian created on 
Pine View’s campus, the sun-
shades on the playground 
for second and third-graders 
were greatly affected and sus-
tained heavy damage. One 
sunshade remains intact, but 
the rest is missing, with dis-
figured pieces hanging from 
the poles as a reminder of 
what was once there.

The sunshades were a 
fairly new addition to the 

playground, and they served 
a useful purpose in the time 
that they were there. Middle 
School Assistant Principal 
Melissa Abela oversees con-
struction, including facili-
tating the restoration of the 
sunshades.

“It would protect that 
area from direct sun, and 
with the Florida sun, things 
get damaged — metal, wood, 
it just deteriorates really 
quickly...”  Abela said, “...It’s 
not perfect, but it offers a 
kind of layer of protection, 
but also for the students 
when they’re out there you 
don’t have that hot sun on 
them, and then the equip-
ment doesn’t get as hot. So it 
definitely serves its purpose, 
and it’s definitely needed,” 
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Fortunately, cooler 
months followed Hurricane 
Ian, which minimized the 
impact that the lack of sun-
shades had on the students. 
Either way, there are mixed 
opinions.

“I liked it before the hur-
ricane… because it was more 
shady and you wouldn’t 
get as hot and sweaty,” sec-
ond-grader Khushi Panthulu 
said.

“I think it’s better like this 
[without the sunshades] … 
because it’s sunny and I like 
sun,” second-grader Alice 
Okanobo said.

Construction of the sun-
shades has been delayed due 
to more important construc-
tion projects throughout the 
district and at Pine View. 

While getting around to re-
storing the sunshades would 
be nice, it’s not the priority. 
The process of restoration 
takes time and money, espe-
cially due to material short-
ages. Abela hopes recon-
struction will be complete 
by spring or summer break, 
although there isn’t a set date.

“Because, remember, the 
worst of the damage hap-
pened down south. So you 
know, there’s priorities you 
have to prioritize — students 
being able to get into their 
classrooms and having car-
peting and things like that, 
for example...” Abela said, “...
We were just a totally sep-
arate thing… it’d be great 
for our students not to have 
the sun directly on them. 

Students play on the playground even with the broken sunshade. During Hurricane Ian one 
of the sunshades was destroyed, so only half of the second and third grade playground is 
shaded. PHOTO BY JIAYI ZHU

But what about down south 
when they need walls and 
they need carpet and they 
need lighting and you know, 
a roof… those are the priori-
ties,” 

The sunshades were 
originally installed in the 
spring of 2013. The mon-
ey to put them up was from 
Box Tops of Education, Gulf 
Coast Community Founda-
tion, and over 100 Pine View  
families. The purpose of the 
shades are to protect stu-
dents from the sun.

“And I think by summer, 
we should look pretty much 
back to normal with the sun-
shades, but it’s never going 
to be back to exactly what it 
was. And that’s just the reali-
ty.” Abela said.

Second-graders have fun on the playground. Although the 
sunshade was destroyed, kids still play on both halves of the 
playground. PHOTO BY JIAYI ZHU
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Student makes a scene
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by Emmy Li
Lights, camera, action! 

There is a brilliant flash as the 
curtains part at the Mana-
tee Performing Arts Center. 
Second-grader Josie Batty 
starred in “The Music Man,” 
a musical by Franklin Lacey 
and Meredith Wilson, this 
December. An enthusiastic 
actress, she played the role of 
Gracie Shinn in the perfor-
mance.

When asked, Josie eager-
ly recounts the story of “The 
Music Man” and her part in 
the play. 

“[Gracie]’s the [mayor]’s 
daughter. And she’s shy and 

she doesn’t talk that much.”
From a young age, Batty 

has been involved in acting. 
She has taken much inspira-
tion from her older brother, 
Bowen Batty, who has already 
been very involved in theater.

“My brother did [theater] 
and I wanted to copy him,” 
she said. “He’s done nine 
shows.”

“‘The Music Man’ is the 
first show we’ve done tog-
ether,” said Bowen Batty. “I 
did encourage her to audition 
with me for ‘The Music Man’ 
because I thought it would be 
fun to do a show together.”

Despite the nervousness 

that accompanied her first 
audition, Batty passed with 
flying colors. Next came the 
practices and rehearsals.

“We have [practices] eve-
ry night of the week. Usually 
it’s three [hours] but on [No-
vember] 27th we have it for 
10 hours,” said Batty. 

This was a very tough 
schedule for a student, and 
sometimes it was hard to ba-
lance schoolwork and practi-
ces, according to Batty.

“It’s been hard for this 
show because the rehearsals 
and shows are almost every 
night for about two months,” 
Bowen said. “We have to get 

our homework done before 
we leave for the theater, which 
gives us only about an hour.”

Despite the grueling 
hours and exhausting practi-

ces, Josie Batty greatly enjoys 
the rewarding experiences of 
acting. “[My favorite part of 
acting ] is having an experi-
ence and making friends.”

As she is stage-ready, second-grader Josie Batty (middle)
performs in a production. Batty has been interested in acting 
from an early age. PHOTO BY DIANE BRODA

‘Five, Six, Seven, Eight!’
by Camille Wright

She steps out onto the 
stage into the blinding light 
as the music starts to swell. 
For third-grader 
Olivia Zhang, the 
stage is where she 
can shine.

Zhang is not 
just your typical 
graceful balleri-
na; she also does 
hip-hop. She has 
done ballet for 
the past three 
years and more 
recently started 
hip hop. While initially it was 
her parents’ idea to try dance, 
she soon fell in love with the 
sport.

“We just wanted her to try 
a little bit of everything,” said 
Scott Zhang, Zhang’s father.

She has certainly tried 
e v e r y t h i n g . 
On top of 
dancing once 
a week, Zhang 
also swims 
with the Sa-
rasota Sharks 
and ice skates. 
She has been 
s w i m m i n g 
and ice ska-
ting at her cur-
rent location 

for the past year, on top of pre-
vious experience. Even while 
having dedicated so much to 
her other sports, Zhang’s true 

focus is still dance.
“She started with ballet, 

and jazz or acro, but right 
now she really likes hip-hop. 
We just can’t get her to stop!” 
Scott Zhang said.

Even though she started 
out with ballet, her love for 
the K-pop band Blackpink 
inspired her to try hip-hop. 
She started off practicing alo-
ne at home af- te r 
w a t c h i n g 
videos of 
B l a c k p i n k 
before as-
king her 
mom if 
she could 
take actual 
hip-hop clas-

ses.
On top of dancing with 

her team, Zhang said her fa-
vorite things about hip-hop 
are, “the moves, the exercises, 
and also my dance teacher.”

Although not currently, 
Zhang hopes to one day com-
pete. She also plans to pos-
sibly become a professional 
dancer. Zhang also wants to 

perform in front 

of more family, friends, and as 
many other students as pos-
sible. She has already started 
working towards that goal.

Recently, Zhang audi-
tioned for the Variety Show. 
With hard work and dedicati-
on, she is well on her way to-
wards reaching her goals.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY 
SCOTT ZHANG
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by Jiayi Zhu
Enter winter break looking 
stylish with an ugly holi-
day sweater! In this tutorial, 
you will learn how to create 
your very own ugly sweat-
er. All you’ll need is a plain 
sweater, pom poms, felt, 
marker, fabric scissors, and 

fabric glue.

Use scissors to cut out 
the designs. You can 
use different colored 
felt to make different 
things, such as stars, an-
imals, or gifts. Get cre-
ative with it!

Finished! Perfect as a gift 
or addition to 
your ward-
robe. Wear 
with pride.

Use your marker to trace 
out your design on the felt. 
In this example, we’ll be 
making a Christmas tree, 
but you can do any design 
you’d like. Try to make it 
simple so that it’s easier to 
cut out!

Use the fabric glue 
to glue the cut out felt to-
gether to create a cohesive 
design. You may also glue 
on the pom poms. In this 
example, they’re used as or-

naments. 

Charlie Brown is sad because he misplaced the four things 
he needs for a perfect Winter break. On the next page, help 
him find Linus and his blanket, Snoopy, Christmas deco-
rations, and the Christmas tree. As a bonus, put together 
each letter at the end to solve the winter riddle. Good luck!

GRAPHICS BY JIAYI ZHU



By Aashima Goswami
 Gliding across the thick 

sheet of ice as she completes 
a turn, second-grader Claire 
Camodeca has been skating 
for three years. She was in-
spired to do so when she saw 
her sister third-grader Elise 
Camodeca, start skating.

“I was begging my mom 
to let me ice skate every day, 
and then finally she let me 
ice skate,” Claire Camodeca 
said.

Camodeca’s mother, 
Linda Liao, is really proud 
of Camodeca’s progress with 
ice skating.

“It’s cool to look beauti-
ful on the ice… the more she 
does [ice skating ], the more 
she falls in love with it. They 

love the competition, they 
love wearing the outfits, and 
she wants to compete more!” 
Liao said.

So far, ice skating has 
been a breeze for Camo-
deca, who has won first and 
second place in many com-
petitions. However, it wasn’t 
always so easy. It took some 
time for her to adjust to skat-
ing on the ice.

“It feels cold… because 
you don’t have anything to 
wear on your face. You have 
to get used to it so that your 
eyes don’t get so red,” Camo-
deca said.

Besides adjusting, Ca-
modeca does have some 
qualms with her sport.

“This is one thing that is 
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Swirling Skater
unfair about ice skating, just 
one thing. For one rota-
tion, your hardest rota-
tion, you have to do one 
and a half spins, which 
isn’t fair! Why would 
you do one and a 
half  instead of just 
doing one?”

Unfor tunate-
ly, Camodeca doesn’t 
have the time to be 
asking for answers to 
these questions — she’s 
too busy succeeding in 
her sport. Recently, Ca-
modeca won first place 
at the 2022 Orange 
Blossom Open, one of 
the largest figure skating 
competitions held in the 
South.

“It was really 
exciting [to see her 
win]… I think the 
judges really liked 
her performance be-

cause of her smile 
and because she 

wasn’t nervous,” 
Liao said.

Being com-
petitive and suc-
cessful at such 

a young age has 
taught Camodeca to 
never give up. Liao 
mentioned how ice 
skating has taught her 

daughter to persevere.
“I remember, one 

time during practice, 
she fell really hard 

on the ice and lost a tooth. 

And she just picked it up and 
went back to practice… that 
was really impressive to me,” 
Liao said.

When she grows up, Ca-
modeca plans to coach other 
ice skaters. When she can’t 
coach, she wants to judge ice 
skating competitions. How-
ever it may be, ice skating is 
sure to be a part of Camo-
deca’s life for a long time to 
come.

By Allie Chung
The year was 2018; the 

sounds of ice scraping un-
der skates echoed over the 
stadium. The stands were 
going wild, the report-
ers were feverish, and 
then, BOOM! The 
Washington Capitals’  
Lars Eller hit the puck 
straight into the goal, 
securing his team the 
Stanley Cup trophy. 

Like a chain reaction, 
every single fan in the 
stands jumped up 
in celebration, 
and although 
she wasn’t in the 

Scoring on Ice
hockey rink that 

day, third-grader 
Isla Meissner 
was jumping 
up, as well.

At the time, 
Meissner was only 
four-years-old liv-
ing in Washing-

ton D.C., but 
after watch-

ing her 

hometown 
win the Stanley 
cup, she decided 
that she wanted to 

start skating. She later con-
verted from an ice skater to 
a hockey player and began 
practicing at the Capitals 
practice rink.

“I remember the very 
first time she skated, I had to 
go out and do it with her and 
she just really, really, really 
wanted to skate faster than 
me and she just pushed as 
hard as she could to get from 
one end of the rink to the 

other side and beat me, 
and she did it,” Meissner’s 
mother, Jordan Meissner, 

said.
Isla Meissner has been 

playing hockey for three 

years, and she recognizes the 
progress she has made over 
her hockey career.

“I remember when I was 
skating, I used to hold onto 
the boards to help me bal-
ance and then I kept falling 
on my butt because I wasn’t 
tall enough to hold the rail-
ings, but now I am [Meissner 
is able to skate without sup-
port],” Meissner said.

She now plays in a house 
league where everyone in the 
same organization competes 
against each other. She prac-
tices two days a week and 
there are often special mo-
ments where the hard work 

Claire Camodeca poses 
with her first place medal 
from the 2022 Orange 
Blossom Open figure skat-
ing competition. Camo-
deca attended the competi-
tion this summer.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY 
LINDA LIAO

PHOTO PROVIDED BY 
JORDAN MEISSNER

pays off.
“I was doing this break-

away and there was this goal-
ie in front of me and he was 
getting ready to stop the puck 
and then I hit the puck and it 
shot right through the pads 
between the goalie’s leg and 
the pole and I scored right 
before the buzzer sounded,” 
Meissner said.

Her dreams of becoming 
the first female NHL hockey 
player and if she follows the 
footsteps of her hometown 
team, her goals are absolutely 
achievable.



match jr. • December 22, 2022 student corner9

GRAPHIC BY KAI SPRUNGER



10 match jr. • December 22, 2022humor

GRAPHIC BY LIAM DINGMAN



A Mechanical Surprise
by Jada Davidson

“Have fun at school hon-
ey!” called out third-grad-
er Dee Vice’s mother as she 
watched her daughter board 
the bus to Pine View.

“Today will be anoth-
er average Friday at school, 
nothing fun will happen”, Vice 
thought to herself while on the 
bus.

The bus ride was normal, 
with kids yelling and the bus 
driver desperately trying to 
block them out. 

Finally, Vice arrived at 
school. As she walked up to 
her class in the red building, 
she got a funny feeling. She 
realized that there was not a 
student nor a teacher in sight. 
Usually she was late and her 
teacher would come to greet 
her as she walked in with her 
fellow classmates.

“I’m the first 
one here, that must 
be the reason 
for the si-
l e n c e ,” 
s h e 
s a i d 

aloud.
Suddenly a loud, whirring  

sound jarred Vice from her 
thoughts. Startled, she jumped 
up and looked in the direc-
tion the unusual sound was 
coming from. Cautiously, she 
moved closer and reached for 
the handle.

No sooner had Vice done 
that than the door flew open! 
Vice jumped back about three 
feet, and saw a polished, silver 
structure of shapes with that 
same whirring sound from be-
fore emerge from behind the 
door.

“Hel-lo, I am your teach-
er for to-day,” The robot said, 
pausing every now and then 
to boop, beep, and make other 
robot sounds.

Puzzled, Vice stepped 
around it and ran into the 
classroom, 
t h r o w -
i n g 
h e r 

b a c k p a c k 
on an empty 

chair and dis-
tancing herself from 

the droid.  The robot 
followed her in, and shut 

the door behind itself as it 
wheeled its way to the front 
of the room.
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“Greet-ings stud-ents,” the 
metalic creation said., “My 
name is PY-THON 212. I am 
your sub-sti-tute for to-day.”

“Where is Miss Ora Gan-
ic!?” Third-grader Al Ectronic 
yelled.

“Miss Ganic is sick,” PY-
THON 212 said.

“Ohhh,” the students re-
plied in unison, but stayed put 
at their desks, anxiously wait-
ing to see what the A.I. would 
do next.

“Your teach-er left work 
for you all,” the robot said as its 
front compartment opened 
and a stack of papers came 
out.

The students groaned, 
but their groans turned to 
gasps as they watched their 
new teacher rip several sheets. 
The students then watched 

in amazement as the robot 
proceeded to use its 

long arms to shred 
the whole stack of 
work and make it 
rain.

They cheered 
and played with the 

paper scraps.
As the students were 

having their fun, PY-THON 
212 made holiday-themed 
desserts such as hot chocolate, 
sugar cookies, cake, ginger-
bread, and candy canes.

Everyone got to eat, and 
munched until all the food 
was gone. Then the robot 
whirred, spun, and wheeled 

with amazing speed as the stu-
dents tried to keep up with it.

Within seconds, PY-
THON 212 had made a fire pit 
and lit it up. The students gath-
ered near it and were grinning 
from ear to ear, but the smiles 
soon turned upside down as 
the fire leaped out of the pit 
and started burning the class-
room. PY-THON 212 real-
ized its mistake and panicked 
as it rushed to evacuate all the 

students.
As the students exited the 

classroom PY-THON 212 put 
out the fire and saved the class-
room.

When the day ended PY-
THON 212 went back home.

Vice could not believe 
what happened in school. She 
could not wait to get home 
and tell her mom all about it.

GRAPHIC BY AVA LENERZ



[a column]
A Career Curiosity

Kai Sprunger,   
Match Editor-in-Chief

“What do you want to be 
when you grow up?”

Growing up, this was the 
question I dreaded the most. 
I was always so unsure of how 
to reply.

My mind would fill up 
with thousands of possible 
careers — I could be a doctor, 
artist, veterinarian, dancer, 
or video game designer. My 
answer would always vary 
or change whenever adults 
asked me; one day I wanted 
to be a surgeon, and the next 
I wanted to be a ballet dancer. 

Even to this day, as an 
eleventh-grader, I am still ex-
ploring the world and figuring 
out what specific career I want 
to pursue.

It is completely fine if you 
don’t know what you want to 
be when you grow up — don’t 
ever feel pressured to decide 
immediately what you want 
to be. As you grow, your in-
terests will evolve as you try 
new things out, gain new in-
sight into the world, and learn 
more about yourself. 

Since you are only in ele-
mentary school, you have a ton 
of time to explore the world; 
you don’t need to know ev-
erything yet! You have middle 
school, high school, and even 
adulthood to decide what you 
want to pursue in life. 

Use this time to seek out 
new things — try everything 
from horseback riding to 
conducting scientific exper-
iments. By trying out new 
activities, you will not only 
learn what you like or dislike, 
but you will learn more about 
yourself. Finding your inter-
ests is key to knowing what 
you want to do in life.

Although adults may 
make it feel like you can only 
choose one option, that is 
completely false and you have 
an endless number of possi-
bilities and options! You don’t 
have to focus on just one hob-
by or career and let that define 
you, you can have multiple 
interests. Instead of choosing 
between baseball or art, pick 
both!

So whenever you receive 
the dreaded question, don’t 
feel obligated to find one spe-
cific answer. It is completely 
okay to reply with “I don’t 
know,” or even answer with a 
multitude of careers. You don’t 
need to know what you want 
to be when you grow up yet — 
you are still young and have 
time!
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