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The Van Wezel stands royally as a home for the performing arts beside the Sarasota Bay. Students look forward to ending their Pine

View journey as they walk across the stage. While the theater will remain a staple in the Sarasota community, a new performing arts
center is in the works. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MUFFY LAVENS

by Kai Sprunger
Match Editor-in-Chief

In front of the filled audi-
torium, two dancers begin their
routine before they prepare to
leave high school. A rich vio-
let color is cast from the gilded
walls of the magnificent the-
ater and stage they dance upon.
Their eyes meet the crowd —
hundreds of seniors, soon-to-
be graduates — watch the per-
formance from the seats of the
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall,
filled with apprehension yet
eager for what the future will
bring.

Although it may have been
the end of a decade and the be-
ginning of adulthood for the
class of 2018, it was never the
end of the friendship of the two
dancers, Pine View graduates
Mackenzie Dyrda and Alexa
Mollod, nor will it be the end of
the Van Wezel, which is fated to
be replaced in 2028.

Being in close proximity to
the bay, the Van Wezel has been
identified by the 2017 City Cli-
mate Adaptation Plan as Sara-
sota’s most vulnerable struc-
ture due to rising sea levels.
Electrical systems and concrete
have already been weakened

index

by waves from the sea, where
the arts hall sits. Many also feel
that the structure and comforts
of the Van Wezel no longer meet
the standards for holding per-
formances.

Mary Bensel said.

In response to the growing
concerns about the Van Wezel's
features, the City of Sarasota
partnered with the Sarasota
Performing Arts Center Foun-
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the-art technology. With fewer
than 2,000 seats, the hall is at
a competitive disadvantage for
the early routing of tours,” Exec-
utive Director of the Van Wezel

no plans to demolish the struc-
ture. A Blue-Ribbon Committee
has been organized specifically
in order to repurpose and cre-
ate a new role for the arts hall

so that it remains the heart and
soul of the arts in Sarasota.

Although it will be the
end of the Van Wezel as Sara-
sota County’s main performing
arts hall, it won’t be the end of
the memories the Van Wezel
has created. For many, the Van
Wezel is a reminder of elegant
Broadway performances they
once attended, which would be
inaccessible without the hall.

“Its nice to have a
well-rounded community
where you have those options
so close and you don’t have to
drive two hours to a bigger city
to experience them. [It] makes
it more affordable for families
who can't afford to go to Orlan-
do for a weekend to see a show;”
Pine View Class of 2023 spon-
sor Kristin McCombie said.

The Van Wezel hosts the
Pine View graduation ceremo-
ny, which has been a tradition in
place for as long as anyone can
remember. Twelfth-grader Ja-
cob Koshy is set to speak as the
senior class president at gradu-
ation.

“[The Van Wezel] is that
place — that final destination
— that everyone’s been aiming
for, not just in second grade, like

myself, but people that are en-
tering into high school or came
in middle school,” he said. “Our
grade fundraises, not just at the
Pine View Fair but at shows like
Variety Show, Miss Pine View,
[and] we work at all those plac-
es because we want to continue
that tradition that’s been in our
family at Pine View for so long”

During the ceremony, one
long-lasting tradition is where
the music department plays
elegant pieces throughout the
show, adding to the atmosphere
of the hall and creating unfor-
gettable memories. Band Direc-
tor Victor Mongillo especially
feels that he will never forget
these performances.

“I just think that when you
play in a venue like that — and
you're performing for 1,700
people, however many people
there are in the audience —
it just affects you [and] your
whole life,” he said.

Every senior who walks
across the stage carries the
weight of being able to walk in
the same footsteps as those be-
fore them, such as those of the
class of 2018. During their grad-
uation, dancers Dydra and Mol-
lod were given the opportunity
to perform a lyrical piece to the
song “This is Not the End” by
Claire Maguire at the Van Wezel.
For them, this piece represent-
ed how although they were go-
ing their separate ways, it was
not the end of their friendship,
nor would it be the end of the
class of 2018.

Whenever the two are
reminded of the Van Wezel,
they always think back to their
memories of that performance,
which is still one of their most
treasured memories to this day.

“The second you come on
stage, even if you were nervous
behind the wings before you
went on stage, that all complete-
ly melts away and dissipates.
You're justreally in the moment,
and you can’t even see anybody
in the audience so it’s honestly
like you're just performing with
each other and having that mo-
ment together,” Dydra said.

The Van Wezel has had a
significant impact on Sarasota,
establishing the relationship
this community has with the
arts and forging unforgettable
memories with residents of
Sarasota as well as Pine View
students.
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Exploring enrollment in world lan-
guage classes

by Terry Shen
Match Asst. Editor-in-Chief

World language classes are
a staple here at Pine View. Since
elementary school, students
are taught Spanish, Chinese,
and French. After elementary
school, rising middle schoolers
often wonder which language
they should pursue. This ques-
tion has no right answer, as all
three offer unique future expe-
riences; however, this seems to
be less important after students
fulfill their required three high
school credits to graduate with
a Pine View diploma.

As data has shown, Pine
View students generally drop
their world language classes
after they have fulfilled the re-
quired number of credits, with
sophomore year usually being
the last experience students
have with it.

In a recent survey con-
ducted of 197 tenth-graders
and eleventh-graders, 129 are
currently taking a world lan-
guage class.

by colleges in the past about a
student’s content of their tran-
script [and] asking, why it is
generally... Pine View students
tend to walk away from upper
level foreign language? The
question is precisely that, why,
when your student had this op-
portunity to take that fourth or
fifth year of foreign language,
why did they choose to simply
pivot to something maybe un-
related, even to their areas of
interest?” Bergman said.

Out of the many differ-
ent reasons why students are
stopping their world language
classes after they have fulfilled
the requirements, “wanting to
take other classes” stands out
with over 100 responses. Stu-
dents often leave their language
learning experiences to pursue
classes on a different track. Ac-
cording to Bergman, an exam-
ple of this is students wanting to
become an engineer and sacri-
ficing a world language class for
an additional STEM class.

sions point of view, there are
many life long skills that taking
world languages can provide.

AP Chinese teacher Kitty
Wang said that in her experi-
ence specifically for the Chinese
language, “Students, they see
the world situation right now,
and China is taking lead in some
ways, so they see the opportuni-
ty in the future.”

AP French teacher Diana
Siwicka mentioned the impor-
tance of French in large organi-
zations such as FIFA and the UN.

“[The students] come out
fluent. They’re fluent in speak-
ing, listening, reading, writing.
They also have a wide knowl-
edge of cultural topic,’she said

One certain fact is that en-
rollment in multiple world lan-
guage classes hasn’t been very
high in recent years, as seen by
the general number of students
taking AP foreign language
classes.

For example, AP Spanish
Language and Culture has seen
highs of 31 students in

Only 27%  of
tenth-graders respond-

After world language

ed as expecting to con- requirements have been

tinue their world lan-
guage classes next year,
as they have fullfilled
their requirements to
graduate. It's important
to take into account the
number of students en-
rolled in each class, with

met, students...

27%

Spanish 4 Honors hav- Plan to drop

ing over four and a half

73%

Plan to continue

the 2017-2018 school
year to nine students in
the 2022-2023 school
year. However, it's im-
portant not to disregard
the scores achieved by
students who do take
the classes. In AP Span-
ish, AP Chinese, and AP
French, as well as AP
Spanish Literature and
Composition, Pine View
has achieved 100% pass

times as many students
as Chinese 3 Honors,
and three times as many stu-
dents as French 4 Honors.

The retention rate for
eleventh-graders is at 82%,
most likely because the elev-
enth-graders currently taking
world language classes are
those who already have decided
to take another year after they
have met their requirements,
and are therefore more likely to
continue with the program.

Lance Bergman, Pine
View’s College Advisor, reiter-
ated the importance of taking a
foreign language.

“I'have actually been asked

Thinking foreign language is not useful

Not interested in learning foreign language
Wanting to take other classes

Worried about effect on GPA

Worried about AP exam score

Friends aren't taking the class

Feeling unprepared/inadequate for the class

Worried about workload

“These are all wonderful
courses, but they aren’ta contin-
uation of something you began
as an eighth-grader... They're
squeezing out a skill and ability
and opportunity, that in some
ways, our colleges value and the
world values more than some of
these other courses that they’re
taking,” Bergman said. “I don’t
know that there is a more valu-
able brain building opportunity
in this building, than foreign
language and fluency. And I be-
lieve our college partners rec-
ognize that and know that”

Besides the college admis-

rates in all four classes, a
feat demonstrating the
hard work participating stu-
dents put into the classes.

“When 1 see a senior,
as a college advisor, who has
had already, or is planning on
having the AP Language, | see
them as having been the most
well prepared students in this
building... If we can share with
our parents and students just
how important it is that they
have balance and that they take
advantage of that opportunity
that they’ve been given already,”
Bergman said.

GRAPHICS BY TERRY SHEN

REASONS FOR
DROPPING WORLD

LANGUAGE GLASSES

Based on a survey of 197
sophomores and juniors

50

Percent

‘All the World’s a Stage’

As the winter season comes to a close, so do the majority of Pine
View’s annual performances. The Variety Show, “Addams Family
the Musical,” and Mr. Pine View all shared the stage these past
few months, featuring talented performers.

K

enth-grader Matthew Castillo (left) serenades with the sax-
ophone as tenth-grader Evan Rollings (right) plays guitar at
the Variety Show. PHOTO BY JIAYI ZHU

Twelfth-grader Joshua Worthington (center) is surrounded by
fellow Mr. Pine View contestants as he performs his interpreta-
tive dance. PHOTO BY FELICITY CHANG

Performers conclude the opening song from “Addams Family the
Musical” on the Pine View stage. PHOTO BY ALYSON MIZANIN

Visit PVTorch.com

With new requirements
in place for the class

of 2025 regarding FLVS
courses, scan the QR
code to learn more
about how this deci-
sion was made.
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New College of Florida undergoes changes

by Robyn Schoenberg
Multimedia Editor

Under sun beams and
swaying palm trees, students
at Sarasota’s New College
skateboard, bike, or walk to
their dorms for breakfast just
before their 9am classes. One
student attending this liberal
arts college, Pine View Class of
2018 graduate Antonia Gins-
berg, studies in the physics
department, which is known
for its small, tight-knit class-
room environments. One of her
professors brings his dog to
class while they do lessons and
workshops, and sometimes af-
ter midterms her professors
will host picnics by the bay at
the tiki hut. In the evening, stu-
dents go out to Bayfront to read
books in the banyan tree while
the sun sets over the horizon.

Ginsberg said that she
chose New College because
of its location and “there’s
definitely highly gifted, highly
intelligent people here, very
open minded, very support-
ive... I love that New College
has huge support for individual
student projects and entrepre-
neurial ship and passion.”

However, Florida Gover-
nor Ron DeSantis said he wants
to “recapture” New College’s
environment, according to “Re-
capturing Higher Education,” a
City Journal article written by
political activist Christopher
Rufo.

“The mission has been, I
think, more into the DEI [Diver-
sity, Equity and Inclusion], CRT

[Critical Race Theory], the gen-
der ideology rather than what
liberal arts education should
be,” DeSantis said of New Col-
lege in a Herald Tribune arti-
cle, “DeSantis targets New Col-
lege of Florida. Here’s 7 things
to know about the school.”

The 2023 legislative pro-
posal is specifically challeng-
ing DEI, CRT, and similar
initiatives.

On Jan. 6, DeSan-
tis announced the
appointment of six
new members to
the New College
Board of Trustees.

As someone
dedicated to chal-
lenging critical
race theory and
gender ideology in
America’s institu-
tions, Rufo wrote that
DeSantis has tasked the
new board with transform-
ing New College into the “Hills-
dale of the South,” a

small, Christian, con- Students rally at New College against the changes
servative school in Made to the Board of Trustees. PHOTO PROVIDED
BY STEVEN WALKER

Michigan.

On the same
day the 2023 proposal was re-
vealed, it was also announced
that the board fired college
president Patricia Okker with-
out cause after negotiating the
contract that allows her to go
on paid leave for a year and
return to the college as a pro-
fessor.

“There’s a lot of sadness.
Dr. President Okker is a real-
ly close friend of all of us. She

really loves engaging with the
students. She comes several
times a week to eat lunch with
us. It's very weird to know that
she is not going to be there,”
Ginsberg said.

With the announcement

et

of the 2023 legislative pro-
posal, Ginsberg notes that the
New College atmosphere has
shifted.

“Campus morale has
changed. But I don’t know if
the Board of Trustees intend-
ed to make everybody really
anxious, which [ hope wasn't
their intention,” she said. “Ev-
eryone’s trying to stay as posi-
tive as they can. There is alot of

hugging going around on cam-
pus. People are really there for
each other”

Pine View Class of 2020
alumnus Laine Chmielewski is
currently taking a gap year at
New College. He shared that
there is a forum for New Col-
lege students where they are
all connected through email.

He said that the forum is full
of letters to Okker saying
how much the student
body appreciated her.
There’s a thread full of
students  discussing
whether they are con-
sidering transferring
from New College and
why.
“The two biggest
opinions on the forum
is [either] stay a com-
munity, let’s stay strong,
or be completely selfish
and do what you need to do
for yourself,” Chmielewski said
when it comes to transferring;
he is considering trans-
ferring himself.

“I can’t speak for
every trans person, but
it took me forever to fig-
ure out who I was in terms of
pronouns and everything,” he
said. “I'm not going to put my-
self in a situation where I am
consistently invalidated as a
person.”

The decisions of the New
College Board of Trustees are
affecting all facets of the New
College community.

They are terminating
employee contracts and only

Sarasota searches for a new superintendent

rehiring the people that fit the
school’'s “new financial and
business model,” according to a
recent article published in the
Orlando Weekly.

English teacher Pamela
Novak’s husband is a current
professor at New College.

“I am worried about my
husband’s job; obviously, that
would impact me. If [ end up
being alone with my kids be-
cause my husband loses his
tenured associate professor
position... It's really disturb-
ing,” Novak said.

Despite potential chang-
es in the future, some are still
hopeful.

“I really want this pos-
itive, inclusive culture to re-
main,” Ginsberg said. “Because
no matter what, our love for
each other, and our drive, and
us doing what makes us happy,
isn't going to change no matter
what people tell us.”

New College graduate
and Pine View English teacher
Blake Wiley feels that DeSantis
is sending out a warning to oth-
er colleges, but he has faith that
the school will overcome these
challenges.

“College  was always
challenged by outside influ-
ences, and this is just anoth-
er challenge and promises to
be pretty impactful, but a real
New College student never lets
anybody tell them what to do
anyway,” Wiley said. “This is a
problem the students need to
get around. If [ was there, I'd
say, ‘Challenge accepted.”

GRAPHIC BY JIAYI ZHU

$225,000.

November 29

The Sarasota County School Board
voted 4 to 1 to negotiate a severance
package for former Superintendent
Brennan Asplen.

February 7,

Interim superintendent candidates
Dr. Allison Foster and Dr. Ron DiPillo
presented to the board. The school
board appointed Dr. Allison Foster
5-0 as long term interim
superintendent and created o job
contract with a maximum salary of

= O

P!

submissions from the letter of
interest. A selection vote will occur

March 7.

'February 21, the board reviewed

December 13

Asplen accepted the severance agreement,*
employed in a consultant role until March 10,
2023. Chris Renouf was appointed as inferim
superintedent.

January 17,

The school board discussed specifications

for a new superintendent. Potential
superintendent interim candidates Allison

Foster and Ron DiPillo were discussed.

On January 23, a letter of interest was sent out to
the public and interested parties for search firms.

A nationwide search for a permanent
superintendent will take place. Emphasis
is being put on transparency and
community input. School Board Chair
Bridget Ziegler said the goal is to have a
new superintendent vetted and hired by
the start of the 23-24 school year.
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Students’ experiment prepares for blast

rth Kéttad, and Rugan Suresh prepare their experi-

ment for the International Space Station (ISS). Students from Earth and Space Science classes have
worked together to produce their final products. PROVIDED BY MARIE ROSANDER

by Ava Lenerz
Match Layout Artist

Space seems so far away
— and the possibility of making
an impact in the field of astron-
omy seems out of the question
for a middle or high schooler.
Not to mention, performing
experiments in space seems
only achievable by trained as-
tronauts. But when Astronomy
and Earth and Space Science
students started the school year,
they were given the chance to
do the seemingly impossible —
and one group of seventh-grad-
ers succeeded.

The Student Spaceflight
Experiments Program (SSEP) is
aresearch competition in which
students get into groups and
write research proposals for an
experiment with the ultimate

reward of getting to send the
winning experiment to space.

This June, the winning
group’s experiment will be
launched into space from Ken-
nedy Space Center to the In-
ternational Space Station (ISS).
Seventh-graders Rugan Suresh,
Felix Ratner, Yatharth Kakkad,
and Rishik Yella won with their
experiment, “Ability of microal-
ga Chlorella vulgaris to remove
nitrogen and phosphorous from
wastewater in microgravity.”

The competition began at
the start of the year, when stu-
dents had 90 days to write and
submit a formal research pro-
posal. Dylan Bell, the Astrono-
my and Earth and Space Science
teacher, played a crucial part in
this and enjoyed reading the
students’ ideas.

“Having the list of pro-
posals in front of us and being
able to read through them and
see the creative ideas that all
of these students were able to
come up with... Some were ex-
tremely impressive the way it
was structured,” Bell said.

However, this doesn’t
mean all the proposals were
winners.

“When you give a group
of students 90 days to do some-
thing... A lot of students think
they have 89 days to slack off
and one day to do it at the very
end... But the students who did
not do that did very well. They
progressively worked as a team,
came in and asked questions for
clarification. And the ones that
actually did that, we could see
it evident in the proposals they

off

submitted,” Bell said.

Choosing the topic wasn’t
easy for students, as there were
many requirements and limits
for the experiment, including
that it all had to fit in small vials
without light.

One group that made it to
the finals were eleventh-grad-
ers Abigail Pereira, Sanjana
Prakash, Afrin Pajulullah, and
Shireen Kaveh with their ex-
periment, “Will Microgravity
Have a Meaningful Effect on the
Cytoskeleton and Phagocytic
Abilities of Chaos carolinese
Amoebas?” They chose this
topic in hopes of applying the
information to astronauts and
their white blood cells. How-
ever, this would not be easy to
accomplish.

“We basically had to make
an enclosed system for the
amoeba to survive within the
vial for nine weeks... and
we couldn't add any-
thing... It had to all be
self-maintaining, so that
was really difficult because
a really vital part of a closed
system is having a producer.
We were going to use chlorella
algae originally because it is
really easy to obtain... but
then we read on the
requirements...
that there

Pine View makes way for a new lunch cart

by Liam Dingman
Visual Design Editor

Going through six periods
from 7:36 am. through 1:16
p-m. without more than a snack
can certainly leave students
feeling ravenous by the end of
the day. This is a problem the
prospective food cart, wielding
convenient grab-and-go lunch-
es outside of Building 17, aims
to solve.

The idea  originated
from Student Union Food and
Nutrition Manager Angela

Wittstruck, who realized the
five-minute passing periods
presented a challenge to stu-
dents.

“Sometimes being in
Building 17 and finding the
time available to come down to
the Student Union can be chal-
lenging,” Wittstruck said.

Originally, the food cart
was only to be available from
11:20 am. to 11:45 a.m., but
after feedback from the Princi-
pal’s Council representatives,
the additional time period of
12:20 p.m. to 12:45 p.m. was
added to account for students
who may have to go to classes in
the science or world language
buildings during the 11:20 a.m.

to 11:45 a.m. time period.

Another recommendation
from the Principal’'s Council
consisted of the food offered at
the food cart.

“We talked about adding
chips [and] cookies,” Chloe Rat-
ner, the Class of 2023’s Princi-
pal Council representative, said.

The available foods, in-
cluding deli sandwiches and a
variety of salads, were all cho-
sen with ease of transport and
cleanup — as well as the clean-
liness of the new building — in
mind.

“We don't want Building
17 to be ruined by food stains,
and things that are spilled...
That’s why I thought having
[food] that is easy for you guys
to clean up... You'd be able to
maintain and clean up after
yourselves,” Wittstruck said.

From following nutrition,
safety, and sanitation guide-
lines, keeping foods refrigerat-
ed or heated, finding staff and
more, the food cart presents
logistical challenges in bringing
cafeteria food to Building 17.

“I had to present to Mrs.
Dan [Sarasota County’s Direc-
tor of Food Nutrition Services]
a plan that I had to deliver the

food safely to you,” Wittstruck
said.

Overall, students have a
lot to look forward to with the
new addition to the campus.

“I'm excited to get food
during class, I won’t have to
walk very far. I'm also excited
that the selection is going to
be consistent, there will always
be... something that people
know what they want to eat,”
Ratner said.

This sentiment is shared
by others.

“l think it sounds cool,
and it's a good idea for peo-
ple who don’t have lunch from
home or want an alternative,”
ninth-grader Kaya Bury said.

So far, the food cart is ex-
pected to be moderately popu-
lar, with Wittstruck estimating
that there will be 25-30 lunches
ready for each 25-minute time
period the cart will be available.

However, Wittstruck does
have a crucial warning for stu-
dents: “If... the students are
making a mess and not being
responsible for themselves and
cleaning up after themselves,
then obviously we’ll have to
stop because we don’t want a
big mess everywhere.”

GRAPHIC BY ISA-
BELLA KULAWIK

wouldn't be any light available,
so we had to find a type of algae
that would flourish under low
light conditions, so we chose
anabaena algae,” Pereira said.

The experiment needed
to be self-maintaining because
Prakash explained that nobody
would be able to change the ex-
periment while it was in space
or being analyzed.

This group spent many
late-night Discord calls perfect-
ing their proposal. Their work
paid off in the end, with the
project making it to the finals.

Pereira said on behalf of
her group, “We would really like
to thank Mrs. Kehler, she helped
us a lot and we'd also like to
thank Dr. Bell for the opportu-
nity””

After a long
first semester mak-
ing proposals, the fi-
nal team has been picked
and the process is almost

over.

“We are excited to have
the winning team finalize their
proj- ect,

send it
to the
SSEP.
It goes
through toxicol-

ogy to make sure it
doesn’t hurt the astro-
nauts in any way and
that takes like a month or
so, but we are excited to ac-
tually see it launch in
June,” Bell said.

Early March

Who?

Available to all high
schoolers

GRAPHIC BY LIAM DINGMAN AND ISABELLA KULAWIK
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Trailblazing Entrepreneurs

by Allie Chung
Sports Editor

It could be difficult to
believe that your peers, your
project partners, or even
you might grow up to be suc-
cessful entrepreneurs work-
ing alongside CEOs of huge
companies. However, in the
competitive environment of
Pine View School, the chanc-
es that you are taking classes
with the next Bill Gates, or a
future billionaire, are not
as slim as you may think.

After being inspired
by contemporary entre-
preneurs like Elon Musk,
eleventh-grader = Henry
Zhou founded the Entre-
preneurship Club in order
to allow students to take
the next steps in their eco-
nomic journeys.

“l saw the value in
entrepreneurship, and I saw
the value in having a vision
and executing it. I wanted to
provide Pine View students
the opportunity to expe-
rience entrepreneurship,”
Zhou said.

The goal of the Entre-
preneurship Club is to solve
real world problems, while
fulfilling students’ passions
of industrialism. Therefore,
last year Zhou began the
creation of the Entrepre-
neurship Club’s first prod-
uct, SmartVolly.

“Itis a smart IOT [wire-

less, sensor operated] device
that detects fires, remotely
alerts customers and auto-
matically extinguishes the
fires. Volly meaning a volun-
teer firefighter,” Zhou said.
The burden of creating
a tool that could save lives
isn’t something that one
high-schooler could under-
take. So after hundreds of
trials and with the help of
eleventh-grader
Marlowe Mer-

| saw the val-
uein having
a vision and

executing it,”
Henry Zhou,
eleventh-grader

edith (graphics designer),
eleventh-grader = Kuentsen
Dorji (app developer) and
eleventh-grader Trey Mur-
phy (video editor), Zhou'’s vi-
sion began to come together.

“I remember after my
first successful trial, I was
very happy because it took
a lot out of me just to make
the extinguisher work we are
definitely happy with our re-
sults,” Zhou said.

This year, Dorji joined
Zhou'’s team. With his specif-

Are you smarter than Al?

by Lora Rini
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

Recently, it seems like
everyone is talking about arti-
ficial intelligence. From chat-
bots to TikTok trends, Al is
presentin the lives of all kinds
of people, not just those who
work in the technology in-
dustry. With the recent craze
came a flood of misinforma-
tion, but after a few quick
Google searches, it becomes
apparent that the reality of Al
is very different from its pub-
lic portrayal.

ChatGPT, a chatbot re-
leased by Open Al in Novem-
ber, can produce anything
from song lyrics to book rec-
ommendations to legal advice
in mere seconds. Many are
worried about the future of
academia. After all, if a com-
puter can write as good as a
person in less
time, then
what is the a
point of peo- L
ple doing it 3 ¥
themselves? !

Fortu- ‘
nately, scien- -
tists say that m

full Al domi- -

nation is not
exactly feasi-
ble. While Al
is very good

ic skill set, Dorji was able to
create software that trans-
fers information about the
extinguisher to the hands of
the customers. Once the app
was completed, SmartVolly
was ready for competition.

“I joined the entrepre-
neurship club because [ saw
that Henry had a set idea, he
had the prototype of
what he wanted to
build and all he need-
ed were people with
skills to make that
dream come true,”
Dorji said.

Last year, with
only a market plan
and a prototype in
hand, the SmartVolly
was able to place in
the top one hundred
in several competi-
tions. This year, the
team expects to make
it to the semifinals.

“So far we have ap-
plied to the Conrad Chal-
lenge and Diamond Chal-
lenge. All the competitions
we've applied to are either
national or international
level and we receive funding
and feedback from judges,
which is valuable,” Zhou said.

Zhou has also applied
to the Thiel Fellowship
Challenge, which awards
$100,000 to young people
under 22 years old who want
to “build new things instead

o | is

to
’ erything

at mimicking human speech,
the ways in which it interacts
with language are intrinsical-
ly different from how it works
in the human brain. For ex-
ample, a list of ChatGPT’s lim-

Al image generators that
take a text prompt and create
a piece of artwork are very
popular online. They allow
people with little to no artistic
ability to create masterpieces.

itations on But if a
the Open Al piece of
website ex- Full Al domination is art - re-
plains that ) quires
the  chat- not exactly feasible... no  cre-
bot  often the ways in which [Al] ative
provides interacts with language process
};nnecessadr' are intrinsically differ- to _makT'
Ly wordy ent from how it works Is It real
responses : . ly art?

or repeats in the brain. Ad-
the same dition-

phrases, responds complete-
ly differently to a slightly re-
phrased prompt, makes un-
reasonable assumptions, and

“writes  plausible-sounding
but incorrect or
nonsensical an-
swers.”

y J- Another

area where Al
has newly risen
to prominence
within the
creative arts —
programs exist

create ev-
from
music to video
games.

of sitting in a classroom.”

With high goals and high
expectations for their prod-
uct, the Entrepreneur Club
hopes to move past competi-
tions and would like to turn
their high school project into
a successful business.

“I think we are going to
continue with SmartVolly in

ally, there are legal concerns
about Al image generators,
considering they draw from
existing text and images to
create their final products.
Countless dystopian
sci-fi movies portray a dis-
tant future where robots and
computers have taken over
virtually the entire workforce.
While this is almost definitely
an exaggeration, it is very like-
ly that new technologies will
emerge to assist and stream-
line all professions in It’s im-
possible to predict the future,
but it is almost certain that
whatever happens, Al will be
a part of it.
GRAPHICS BY CAMILLE WRIGHT

the upcoming years, we have
a five year plan set up, we
hope to stick with this prod-
uct,” Murphy said.

Before the juniors can
introduce SmartVolly to the
market, they must await the
competition results. Regard-
less of the judges’ evaluation,
the purpose that Zhou estab-

lished for the club has been
fulfilled.

“I hope that more peo-
ple see the value in entre-
preneurship and see that
they can really change the
world with collaboration
and dedication to an idea,”
Zhou said.

GRAPHICS BY
AASHIMA GOSWAMI

Visit PVTorch.com

Scan this QR code to
read about the robotics
team as they prepare for
an upcoming competi-
tion in March.
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From past to present:

nostalgia

by Alyson Mizanin
Editor-in-Chief

Eagerly awaiting the
mechanical hum of dispens-
ing tickets after winning
big at Chuck E. Cheese’s,
masterfully braiding Rain-
bow Loom accessories and
trading Silly Bandz with
friends at school, curiously
watching teachers configure
their newly installed smart
boards: all these poignant,
albeit brief, memories are
but mere snapshots encap-
sulating iconic components
of the Gen-Z childhood ex-
perience.

Including those born
between1997t02012,Gen-Z
encompasses an extensive
range of social, cultural, and
technological childhood ex-
periences between its oldest
and youngest members. But
these differences haven't
limited younger members
of Gen-Z — including those
who might not have ever
ridden Razor scooters or
created Club Penguin and
MovieStarPlanet accounts
— from buying into the rise
of “nostalgia-core” and the
evocation of 2000s and ear-
ly 2010s nostalgia on social

media.

So, how is it that those
born later in the generation
are equally, if not more so
nostalgic for
these 2000s

and appreciate during child-
hood often manifests itself
into the trends we bring back
during our late adolescence

of 2000s and early 2010s
nostalgia. Childhood mem-
ories — like attempting to
cook with an Easy-Bake Oven
or playing
Wii  Sports

and early
2010s expe-
riences?
Since
2020, hall-
marks of the
aughts have
been return-
ing in full
force, be it
through the
Gossip  Girl
reboot or
the reemer-
gence of Y2K
and McBling
fashion. This
pattern isn’t
anything
new; fashion
tends to fol-
low a 20-year
trend cycle,

with friends
— can be
retold and
disseminated
in ways pre-
viously un-
imaginable
for past gen-
erations.

A 1 -
though
younger
members of
Gen-Z may
not have
lived through
these ex-
periences
themselves,
they’'re able
to  connect

peaking be-

fore facing re-

jection and entering a latent

period until reintroduction

and reacceptance occur.
Generation after gen-

eration, what we experience

and early adulthood.

Beyond cyclical fashion,
however, social media has
undoubtedly contributed to
the increased accessibility

with the
emotions and
ideas asso-
ciated with

them when watching, read-
ing, or listening to their fa-
vorite creators’ explanations
of these memories.

The nostalgia experi-

Delving into underrated Disney movies

by Lily Quartermaine
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

Rooting through the
movie cabinet whilst cough-
ing on the layer of dust rest-
ing upon “The Lion King”
The familiar clicking of
a VHS tape whirring into
place in the CVR. Eager-
ly watching the TV as the
screen crackles into place.
Color fades into view, and
the movie comes on. Watch-
ing a childhood movie is a
process that all 2000s kids
remember. But what about
those once-watched movies
hiding in the back of the cab-
inet? The ones haphazardly
tossed in the bargain bin at
Blockbuster? The movies
banished to cardboard box-
es at 2010s garage sales?
These are four of the Torch’s
underrated, long forgotten
animated movies.

Atlantis: The Lost
Empire (2001),
Dir. Kirk Wise and
Gary Trousdale

This is a very contro-
versial film, as it flopped en-
tirely at the box office. How-
ever, it is one of my favorite
movies of all time, so I am
going to talkaboutit, and
I'm going to talk about it
first. Please disregard
the classic “nerdy boy

and stoic girl” trope for the
fact that the romance in this
movie is actually fleshed out
very well. The golden quality
of this film is the characters,
which are all both incredibly
unique and lovably tropey at
the same time; you've got a
tomboy, a sex symbol, a nerd,
a smart one, a crazy one, etc.
The found-family cliche is
strong in this film, although
the perfect example of it.

Emperor’s
New Groove
(2000), Dir.
Mark Din-
dal

You prob-
ably  watched
this movie once
or twice as a kid — but
did you really watch
it? Be-

cause, wow, this movie is
—surprisingly — extreme-
ly touching. It's definitely
the goofiest movie on this
list and does not take itself
as seriously as the others,
but that’s kind of the point.
Somehow, this film man-
ages to portray difficulties
with identity, insecurity and
friendship through the anal-
ogy of a man turning into a
llama.
Regardless

of the

emotional merit of this film,
it’s just funny. A lot of chil-
dren’s comedy, especially
that of films over two de-
cades old, can come off as
dated and cringey, but this
film stands the test of time.

Brother Bear (2003),
Dir. Aaron Blaise and
Robert Walker

It is hard to portray
complex themes in chil-
dren’s media without
presenting informa-
tion as frightening or
scarring. However, |

think Brother Bear

is the absolute per-
fect example of incred-
ibly deep feelings and
conflict being present-
ed in a palatable
manner for
children.

Exploring the emergence of 2000s

enced by these younger mem-
bers of Gen-Z is nuanced. As
defined by pop culture web-
site Culted, these feelings are
best described as anemoia: a
longing for a time you’ve nev-
er known. Where nostalgia is
the lingering feeling reminis-
cent of late afternoons on the
playground or TV shows now
buried in memory, anemoia
goes beyond mere enjoyment
and becomes deep-seated
appreciation for elements of
the past you've never had the
chance to experience your-
self.

Gen-Z’'s anemoia is no
different than what its pre-
decessors likely experienced
themselves, at least fash-
ion-wise: elements of the 60s
came back in the 80s with big
hair and bright colors, and
the 70s influenced the denim
designs and platform shoes
reintroduced in the 90s.

To Gen-Z: there’s un-
doubtable value in recon-
necting with these elements
of childhood. In the process,
you’'ll make new memories
for yourself, beyond any con-
fines of the aughts — and
that’s worth the journey.

GRAPHIC BY ALYSON MIZANIN

Brother Bear deals with
challenging emotions of re-
gret and guilt, along with the
healing process of said emo-
tions. In Brother Bear, family
is redefined and reshaped in
ways that are entirely unique
to this film.

Anastasia (1997), Dir
Don Bluth and Gary
Goldman

Although originally re-
leased under 20th Centu-
ry Fox, “Anastasia” became
a Disney film when Dis-
ney bought the company in
March 2017. Regardless of
“Anastasia’s” status as a Dis-
ney movie, it is one of the
most criminally underrat-
ed films of all time. Despite
Don Bluth’s inability to draw
more than one handsome
white man (see: “Thumbeli-
na”, “Titan A.E.”), “Anastasia”
has some astounding visu-
als. One particular scene, in
which Anastasia sings the
famous song “Once Upon a
December,” she dances with
her ghostly ancestors and
family members in a vast,
glittering ballroom. Not only
is the movie just nice to look
at, it also features an incred-
ible story of the coexistence
of love and grief.

GRAPHIC BY LILY QUARTER-
MAINE
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Let her rest!

Analyzing the commodification of historical women’s possessions

by Tiffany Yu
Copy Editor

Marilyn Monroe, Jackie
Kennedy, Princess Diana
— outside of being be-
loved and iconic historical (
figures,
share
a n -
other

some aspects
of their imag-
es have been
poached by
Kim Kardashian.
While not revela-
tory news, the three
separate purchases of
their belongings among a
few others Kardashian made
remain shocking — how ex-
actly did Kardashian get her
hands on these items? Why
was she allowed to?

The items in question

/\

these women / pendant necklace. The

items respec-

tively cost

Kardashian

thing in $4.81 mil-
common: i

5

include Monroe’s 1962 Bob
Mackie dress, Kennedy’s Cart-
ier engraved time piece, and
most recently, and con-
/\ troversially, Diana’s di-
amond Attallah Cross

lion,

$379 500,

d

$200 000

respectively

— hefty price

tags with even

heftier implica-
tions.

In egregious and
overzealous  displays
of wealth, American
society’s upper epsilon

is no stranger to purchas-
ing iconic figures’ possessions
under the guise of these items

being “collectables” or memo-
rabilia. Sometimes the concept
works as a way for living celeb-
rities to profit off their images
— an example of this being an
anonymous fan of Tom Brady
shelling out half a million dol-
lars to purchase the last foot-
ball thrown of Brady’s career
before his first retirement.
However, when people buy
these items in order to main-
tain their integrity, there is
usually no intention of using
or altering the item.

Recently, this no longer
seems to be the case.

While auctioning off his-
toric items is an almost com-
mon practice in our modern so-
ciety, the unsettling undertones
of placing value on these late
women’s clothing and jewelry
feels vaguely dystopian. Espe-
cially without the express per-
mission of the previous own-
er of a belonging, the process

becomes dehumanizing; the
results of a bidding war deter-
mine whether your image will
be continuously recycled, until
your name and legacy can’t be
separated from another’s.

These purchases and
subsequent displays
don’tresult in respect-
ful homages, but rather
seem to put a measure of
worth on the deceased
lives and deaths.

These purchases and sub-
sequent displays don’t result in
respectful homages, but rather
seem to put a measure of worth
on the deceased lives and
deaths. When these women'’s
lives are rendered to nothing
but a stunt for fleeting public-
ity, these historical women are
framed more as caricatures

Brushes and Pencil Strokes Galore

Exploring the creative mind of Hana Mullen

by Janice Chi
Humor Editor

It’s lunch time for pre-
schoolers, and they’ve been
given a variety of activities
to choose from during their
free time: reading, playing
outside, or building with
blocks. Among these groups,
current ninth-grader Hana
Mullen was often found with
the group of children hold-
ing crayons.

Ever since those pre-

school lunch periods,
Mullen has had a de-
fining interest in art.
Over time it became
a coping skill for her,
a way to convey dif-
ferent messages. Now
that she’s in high
school, Mullen has
been on this journey
for nearly a decade.
All the time has come
with lots of dedica-
tion and incentives.

“'m motivated
by representing how
[ feel, my identity,
through my art. ‘Oh, this is
who [ am. ‘This is how I feel
about things.’ It’s just a way
to show your creativity and
who you are,” Mullen said.

Mullen strongly be-
lieves that her parents have
been great supportive fac-
tors to her artistic journey.
She’s able to connect with
them for support to brain-
storm or when experiencing
slumps.

“Her mom and I are
both artistic, so we’'ve been
able to educate her as to how
to draw and paint,” Mullen’s

father, Garrick Mullen, said.
“So, at every level, we're in-
structing her on different
things to do and how to draw.
We're constantly explaining
to her about art.”

Her parents’ creativity
have ultimately led Mullen
to improve in different as-
pects of art. Compared to the
skills she possessed last year,
Mullen has noticed a strong
advancement in her shading
and layout abilities.

I’m motivated by
representing how
| feel, my identity,

through my art... It’s
just a way to show
your creativity and

who you are,”
Hana Mullen,
ninth-grader

Currently, she’s work-
ing on enhancing skills with
mediums outside of her com-
fort zone. But for now, she’s
working with acrylic, graph-
ite, clay, and beads. In one of
her latest pieces, depicting a
zombie apocalypse, she used
graphite.

Like the majority of art-
ists, Mullen has come across
slumps. She acknowledges
these different obstacles and
pinpoints them to further ex-
pand in her abilities.

“I get super frustrated
when it comes to perspective.

And when you put something
down on the canvas, you have
to put it in the right place
otherwise it can feel out-of-
place and awkward,” Mullen
said.

She’s able to overcome
these hurdles by simply tak-
ing a break to clear her mind.
After the mental reset, she’s
able to spot errors she hadn’t
noticed previously. Other
times, Mullen creates a mock
version, drawing the differ-
ent parts of her project,
cutting them out, and
sorting them to her liking.

When asked about
any advice towards any
aspiring artists, Mullen
answers with the knowl-
edge she’s gained.

“One thing is it’s re-
ally important to explore
early because if you start
late, you’ll realize that
you're getting stuck in
mediums, inspirations,
styles, where you don’t
really like them or con-
nect to them,” she said.
“I would also say just stay in
the now, and if you really like
it, just do it because you're
going to like it a lot more if
you’re doing it for the fun
of it. If it’s really something
you're passionate about, then
your best way to go is just to
continue with it.”

Although her exact fu-
ture in art seems unclear,
Mullen is certain that she
will be continuing to do art,
whether it’s as a job or a hob-
by.

ILLUSTRATIONS COURTESY OF
HANA MULLEN

than real people.

Those who flaunt their
acquired items — such as Kar-
dashian — attempt to capital-
ize on the images and fame of
other people, with little respect

for the person in question.
The items become a part of a
costume when worn outside
of its original usage — the
original intention is lost and
overshadowed by its absur-
dity, especially when worn by
a controversial reality show
star.
Kardashian’s serial pur-
chases of these items reveal
scary truths about our society’s
future — if this precedent is set,
more celebrities and wealthy
people may seek out historical
items for five seconds of fame.
Wearing these beautiful vin-
tage accessories may be a pret-
ty look, but destroying history
isn’t.
GRAPHIC BY ALYSON MIZANIN
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Egypt: 17 hours 15 min

n and why did you move? "it was
arents decision and... | was five
5 old. | think they moved because
om wanted more opportunities...
se the school system in Sweden
n't very good at that time..."
What's the biggest difference
Stockholm, between Sweden and here? "In Sweden

it was very cold and it was dark most of

1

he year, while here it's obviously warm

Sweden

Moscow, Russi

When and why did you move? "It
seventh grade, but before seventh gr
my mom and | were coming here for
the year for three years... One of the
reasons was that | can't be in a col
country because | have health problems, so
| needed to be somewhere warm
sun. But another one is that the educatiol
is better here."
What's the biggest difference betw
Russia and here? "The education for
and I think just how people react
differently... it's more of a Rind people
here."

Flight length from Sarasota
to Russia: 13 hours 48 min

What was you favorite memory from
Russia? "There is a lot of them, | mean |
grew up there. My friends... and being i
country house with my grandma.”
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Trisha Patel

Grade 12
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family and friends.

What's the biggest difference
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travel anywhere because | didn't
ave a G until recently, |
got it two years ago."

have a Green Card

since, but we might go soon."

Flight length from
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22 hours 35 minutes

Maria Clara
Fortuna
Grade 1l

Hong Kong,
China
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Making a racket

Student athlete finds a career on the tennis court

by Camille Wright
Match Layout Arist
Eleventh-grad- y
er Melis Wiesing-
er has played
tennis since
she was six
years old. She
started the
sport after

hopes to eventually

play for a col-

lege team, and

these dreams
aren’t too far out of

reach for her. Wi-

esinger has won

both state and na-

tional tournaments,

competing in sin-

watching gles as well as
her old- doubles, and she
er broth- has experienced
er and immense  suc-
her father cess in the sport
playing to- over the course
gether. Even of her time com-
after  playing peting over the
for over a de- past few years.

cade, Wiesinger This success

has no plans of
stopping anytime
soon.

Wiesinger
plans to continue ten-
nis throughout the rest
of high school and

is in part due to
her extreme, ded-
icated discipline
in training. Tennis
training can go for
hours multiple
times a week. This

Eleventh-grader Melis Wiesinger prepares to serve her tennis ball
in a singles game. Wiesinger plans on continuing tennis through-
out her college career. PHOTO COURTESY OF MELIS WIESINGER

doesn’t intimidate
Wiesinger; if
anything, it's
one of the
things she
enjoys
most

about

the art of
playing ten-
nis.

“1 really enjoy
the training aspect
of [tennis]. It can be
kind of a lot sometimes,
but it puts me in a rou-
tine that I really like,”
Wiesinger said.

However, Wiesing-
er didn’t achieve this
all on her own. For
over seven years of her
tennis journey, she has
been mentored by coach

Tom Whitten.

Though he now lives
in California, Whitten has
continued to mentor Wi-

esinger through calls, in
which he reviews
and advises

her on her
rankings
and the
results
of her
tour-
na-

ments.

Tennis is not an easy
sport; part of the difficulty
that comes with tennis is
the lack of a team support-
ing you through the compe-
titions.

Though tennis differs
from other sports in this
way, Wiesinger still man-
ages to make training fun,

wheth-

er it's a pri-

vate or group
practice, or through

practice matches.

As her coach Whitten
said, “She is just a fun per-
son to be around. She al-
ways has something fun to
say and brings a great atti-
tude.”

Wiesinger serves a ball to her opponent during a national tournament in Chattanooga, Tennessee.
With the help of Coach Whitten, Wiesinger plans on continuing her succcessful tennis journey. PHOTO

COURTESY OF MELIS WIESINGER

The Value of High School Sports
Does playing sports impact life after high school?

Class of 2022 alum Liam Custer jumps into a pool, competing with
Stanford. Custer found that the dedication he poured into swim-
ming paid off for him in the end. PHOTO COURTESY OF LIAM CUSTER

Custer swims. He plans to continue focus on his studies in the
future, working toward the goal of swimming for Ireland in the
Olympics. PHOTO COURTESY OF LIAM CUSTER

by Isabella Kulawik
News Editor

Each year, hundreds of
thousands of students share the
same experience and drive as
they pursue high school sports.
Countless hours of dedication
are spent improving oneself for
the chance of a trophy, a win-
ning goal, and sometimes even a
ticket to college. However, after
expending all this effort, it is im-
portant to consider whether the
time spent is worth the rewards
athletes can reap. The Torch
spoke with students who have
had long term dedication to the
sports they play and asked if
their endeavors were fruitful.

Liam Custer, an alumnus
from the class of 2022, current-
ly swims for Stanford Universi-
ty. Starting the sport around the
age of seven, Custer continued
to develop his skills and even-
tually decided that he wanted
to swim at the college level his
freshman year of high school.
By his junior and senior year,
he was ranked top five nation-
ally and holds the national age
record for the 1650-yard free-
style. Accompanying his acco-
lades were years of dedication
to swim and the rigorous aca-
demics needed to earn one of
the 25 slots Stanford had for the
team.

“It was definitely very
hard balancing the classes and

swimming, but you know, it
was always my goal to go to
the best academic college and
use swimming to go to the best
academic college. So I always
thought it was, you know, worth
it to have a focus... and knowing
that it will all pay off eventually,”
Custer said.

In a similar position, alum-
na Isabella DeLeo from the class
of 2022 attends Georgetown
and rows on their crew team.
DelLeo began crew in seventh
grade for recreation and did
not consider rowing for college
until her freshman year. Like
Custer, DeLeo participated in
arduous practices to improve
her times and have the opportu-
nity to row at a top college. She
captained her team senior year
and played a pivotal role in com-
petitive regattas. Overall, DeLeo
would not have changed it for
the world.

“It was 100% worth every
day I went to practice [and] all
of the time I put into rowing be-
cause I'm so happy to be where
I am today at this school and
with this team, and there’s no
other place or school I would
rather [be] and looking back at
it, it was so fun. I had so many
good memories. And [ love all
the friends that I still keep in
contact with today and just any-
one who was in my life, it’s just
like, I'm so happy and I feel like

I'm exactly where [ need to be,’
DeLeo said.

With that in consideration,
sports have touched people’s
lives in so many ways. They
teach students the importance
of being a part of a team, time
management, camaraderie, and
many can still reap the bene-
fits of playing a sport without
having to continue it in college.
Eleventh-grader Forest Yeh
played for Venice High School’s
Junior Varsity basketball team
his sophomore year and is cur-
rently taking a break to focus
on his studies. Playing basket-
ball since he was six years old,
Forest plans to join a team next
year as a senior. He, too, feels
that sports were a positive part
of his life despite taking up a lot
of time.

“Yeah, I would say that it
was definitely worth it for the
experience, it helped me with
my time management. But for
this year, personally, it's just a
lot of time, and I couldn’t really
fit it in with my schedule for my
junior year, but it was a good ex-
perience,” Yeh said.

Overall, even with the ac-
ademic and physical pressure
Pine View student athletes face,
sports remain an essential part
of their lives. Despite practic-
es feeling like a full time job at
times, every hour and every

drop of sweat is worth it.
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Rowing Rambles

Student creates a podcast to better her knowledge of coxswains

by Aashima Goswami
Sci-Tech Editor

When eleventh-grader
Claire Opal-Levine first be-
gan her role as a coxswain,
she was left confused and
unknowing. Now, with her
co-host Rose Greenspan,
she hopes to grow the cox-
en community through their
podcast “Let’s Talk Cox.”

Opal-Levine met Green-
span through a summer
camp in 2021.
The two bond-
ed over their

Eleventh-grader Claire Opal-Levine leads a boat of Sarasota Crew athletes at a regada. Opal has been able to expand her knowledge of
being a coxswain by asking and answering questions on her podcast, “Let’s Talk Cox.” PHOTO COURTESY OF CLAIRE OPAL-LEVINE

shared confusion regarding
their coxswain roles, as well
as the stigma that these dis-
cussions had.

“It's what's supposed
to be common knowledge...
[on the podcast] we discuss
topics that aren’t discussed
often... like, ‘Hey, we didn’t
know this either. Let’s talk
about it,” said
Opal-
Levine.

Opal-Levine and her co-
host record audio through
Zoom for their podcast. Since
the duo are apart often, be-
ing online together never felt
awkward.

“We face-timed all the
time, so it wasn’t ever an awk-
ward thing being on Zoom...
the only awkward thing was

‘Oh, people are going to
see this...

Athlete Extraordinaire

Track, soccer, and cross country: Ninth-grader Jamie Sweiderk excels
across all sports

by Emmy Li
Webmaster

Many students do not
find it possible to integrate
more than one sport or even
any sport into their rigor-
ous academic schedule. For
ninth-grader Jamie Sweiderk,
playing only one sportis light
work, as she excels in com-
petitive cross county, soccer
and track for school.

“Cross country is a fall
sport,” Sweiderk said. “I had
foot surgery over the sum-
mer so when I started cross
country season, | was just
barely able to run again.”

Regardless of this diffi-
cult setback, Sweiderk went
on to set her own personal

first meet, and then I placed
a time that was faster than
two of the varsity runners.
I was eighth and there were
seven running varsi-
ty, but one of the girls
couldn’t go and so I got
pushed up,” Sweiderk
said. “I managed to
beat one of the girls in
varsity and so [ was on
varsity for the rest of
the season.”

The end of cross
county doesn’t mark
the end of Sweiderk’s
sports season. Soccer
follows closely after,
with Sweiderk con-
tinuing to deliver win
after win.

were not as arduous as cross
country. Out of these three
sports, Sweiderk still enjoys
cross country the most.

Colleges might munity
see this”u come tO'
Opal-Levine gether

and

said.

Through
the podcast,
Opal-Levine hope
to educate the néT)u'h"
generation of cox-
swains. She hopes the
podcast helps the cox-

swain com-

start

conversation.
“We had

an episode titled,
‘Let’s Talk Weight,
which is a sensitive top-
ic... but it was one of those
things that everyone avoid-
ed, so we wanted to cover
it,” she said.

Opal-Levine learned
that what started as a joke
can blossom into some-
thing bigger than yourself,
and she hopes that the next
coxswain generation will be

better off because of her con-
tributions.

“It was, in my opinion,

more fun because
I made a lot of
friends who are

also  now
my friends
in track.
My favor-
ite part
of Cross
country is
the social

records.
“I started out on JV my

"Our JV  team
turned out really
good, too,”
Sweiderk
said. “We
won  al-
most ev-
ery game.”
How-

ever, even
on top of
soccer
and cross
county,
Sweiderk
has re-
cently
taken to
track, claim-
ing that the
workouts

Ninth-grader Jamie Sweiderk (left) runs
her first cross-country race. Sheran a
25:18, which ranked her 8th on the team.
PHOTO COURTESY OF JAMIE SWEIDERK

Sweiderk (top) tries to score a header on a

corner kick. Sweiderk looks forward to an-
other session of training. PHOTO COURTESY
OF JAMIE SWEIDERK

ages to balance her
workload and her nu-
merous sports flaw-
lessly.

“I wake up at
5:45, take a shower,
eat breakfast, and go
to school. As soon as
school ends, I leave, go
home, get ready. Then
I go to whatever prac-
tice I need to. Right af-
ter practice, I go home
and get started on my
homework, and I eat
lunch,” Sweiderk said.
“Generally I spend a
lot of my time doing
homework, but I don’t

aspect,”
Sweiderk
HIGH § said. “The \
ING IND  people, the ,
: — pasta par- Sweiderk plays club soccer at a tournament
o ties, it's a in Lakewood Ranch. She plays for the club
lot of fun. teamFusionin North Port. PHOTO COURTE-
It's kind of SYOFJAMIE SWEIDERK
like every-
thing is team bonding” procrastinate at all”
Sweiderk  man- Sierra  Sieve is a

tenth-grader who competes
with Sweiderk in cross coun-
try and track. Sieve credits
Sweiderk as an inspiration
and motivating factor for her
the development of her own
athletic pursuits.

“For me, it’s always very
fun to talk to her while run-
ning because we have inter-
esting conversations while
pushing each other to hold
the pace and get better at
running,” Sieve said. “What
Jamie does to inspire me is
her amazing work ethic and
that when things are hard
she still keeps a positive at-
titude.”
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The Alpha Academy: The Next Step

Terry Shen scouts to recruit an apprentice

by Nathan DeSouza
Social Media Manager
As the world around us
gets older every day, Terry
Shen only continues to flour-
ish in one of his greatest ac-
complishments, The Alpha
Academy. However, most re-
cently, our beloved idol faces a
rather complex dilemma.
Shen feels as if he cannot

single-handedly
carry the weight of
having the world’s
best training acade-
my on his shoulders.
He needs a solution.
He needs an appren- |
tice. XAHS

i
P o g Py
ol i
-

Since the last!
time we met with &
them, Shen’s stu- :«:x:\};-‘
dents have per-"
formed and shown
dedication to his al-
pha male course in
ways far beyond ex-
ceptional. As a result
of their outstanding perfor-
mance, Shen has chosen grad-
uates Rohan Dash, Nathan De-
Souza, and Liam Dingman as
candidates for his apprentice
role.

In order to chose be-
tween the graduates, Shen,
the acclaimed alpha male, had
set up three trials for them to
undergo — two of the three
being physical trials, and the

sl it

other, a mental trial.

What the graduates see
as normal daily activities are
actually tests of their physical
performance. Shen first makes
his pupils play a game of bas-
ketball against one another.
Each of the three displays his
excellence with both strate-
gy and dexterity. As the ball
is dribbled across the court
and flawlessly shot through

R AR .
Sl ,‘?’

the net,
Shen watches with pride.
However, Shen is still both-
ered that he cannot yet decide
on a candidate.

In hopes of finding some
form of direction in his judge-
ment, Shen proceeds to his
next trial. Where the last trial
had been focused on dexterity,
Shen shifts his focus to swift-
ness and agility. In a race, all

e
THE RESULTS
@ Ms. Melton : mr' MJTYW
@ Mr. Wolfinger ® M:iamcefa
© Mr. Carney @ Mr. Schweig
@ Ms. Jagdish @ Mr. Gll
Most Likely to Shave
Their Head

Even though he is already bald, his coworkers think Mr.
Wolfinger would shave his head if given the chance.

set up the last and final trial
to be the deciding game. Shen
has hid a relic from his high
school days, a symbol of de-
velopment: the cheese hat. He
hid it in a strategic place only
those of the fittest of mind
could find. With his
goals set, he sent
his pupils to find
it.
Search-
ing high and
low, the three
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three
contestants finish too close
to one another to be placed.
“Again!”  Shen would
shout as he became impatient
with results, but his shouting
was to no avail. They were all
equivalently as fast as each
other.
Shen had foreseen this
happening, so he purposely

WHO IS...

A GOOGLE FORM QUESTIONAIRE
WITH THE SOCIAL STUDIES DEPT.

set off to find the artifact. In
a rush of a lifetime, the grad-
uates failed to realize that the
hat had been hidden in plain
sight the whole time! It was by
chance that graduate DeSouza
stumbled upon it when he was
using the restroom.

“I just needed to use the

bathroom,” DeSouza said. “I
was going to check in the trees
next, but alas, it was right
here”

Shen was overjoyed that
he had finally found an ap-
prentice and not because he
wanted to go home already. He
simply could not wait to crown
DeSouza his apprentice. It was
on that day, Feb. 16, and that
exact moment in time that De-
Souza was coronated as Shen’s
official apprentice.

“Honestly, 1 didn’'t think
I'd make it here,” DeSouza said.
“It’s all thanks to Shen that I'm
able to work alongside him.”

DeSouza looked over-
joyed to be fulfilling a role
that, quite literally, anyone
would want.

As another chapter of

~ Shen’s renowned saga closes

its curtains, doors of opportu-

- nity open to this new partner-
- ship. There is no doubt that
- DeSouza and Shen will go on

to complete astonishing alpha

achievements together. Only
the future holds the truth as to
where this new beginning will
blossom.

PHOTOS BY ALYSON MIZANIN

GRAPHIC BY SANYA PATEL

«

The Loudest

We were expecting to have a tie between
Mrs. McLeod and Mr. Murray.
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Behind the Scenes of Key Club

SPOILER ALERT: It’s a cult

by Lily Quartermaine
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

Key Club needs no intro-
duction — everyone knows
what it is. Either you're in it
or your best friend is. Anyone
could tell you that it's a “com-
munity service club” (whatev-
er that means), but what do
they actually do?

[ was prompted to go
undercover by the behavior
of my close friend and Key
Club Secretary, Alyson Miza-
nin. Often, she will en- ter
our sixth peri-
od Torch
class
with a
myste-
rious
bag of |
sup -

all she
will say
is: “It’s
for Key
Club.” §
Really?
Al of |
it? How [
much
plarn
can you

guys make? How many elder-

ly people are there in Sarasota
for you to write cards to? How
much charity REALLY exists in
the tri-county area?

When you join the club,
you have to memorize this
ridiculous oath about com-
munity and responsibility. It
doesn’t seem like that big of
a deal until you have 20 4.0
GPAs staring you
in the face, re-
citing word-
for-word

loaded

paragraph  about

P

“pledging on honor” and “up-
holding the objects of Key Club
International.”

Oh, and don’'t get me
started on DCON. First of all,
they missed a stellar oppor-
tunity to call it “Key-CON,”
but that’s a purely personal
preference. What do they
DO there? They dress up
super fancy and go to a con-

vention center and...
talk about... be-

ing good peo-
ple?  Debate
. the ethics of
helping elder-
ly women cross
° the road? h&
Discuss how
often they hold open the
door for people? Vent about
the insatiable urge to say
“bless you” every time some-
one sneezes? (I'm looking at
you, Mizanin.) Who organizes
these things?

My investigation was
promptly cut short on my way
to the Multipurpose Room. On
the way, | was accosted by one
Rose Calleja, the president of
Key Club. Behind her was her
gang of good-doers, specifi-
cally one of my friends, Lind-
say Luberecki. I insisted that
[ was a member of Key Club,

but President Calleja ushered

The Truth about Dr. Covert

ChatGPT writes about our principal’s background after receiving a prompt from Terry Shen

by ChatGPT
Guest Contributor

At Pine View School, the
students and staff were always
buzzing with excitement about
the antics of their beloved prin-
cipal, Dr. Covert. With his quick
wit and endless supply of fun-
ny anecdotes, Dr. Covert was
the life of the party, and every-
one loved him for it.

But little did the students
know about all of Dr. Covert’s
wild accomplishments in life.
He was once a cham-
pion compet-
itive
hot dog
eater,
holding
the world
record for
eating the
most hot
dogs in
under two minutes.
He also dabbled in professional
clowning and was known for
his ability to twist balloons into
the most outrageous shapes.

And it was during his time
as a clown that Dr. Covert dis-
covered his true calling - mak-

ing his students laugh. Wheth-
er it was pulling pranks on the
school nurse or performing
impromptu magic tricks in the
classroom, Dr. Covert always
had a trick up his sleeve to
keep his students enter-
tained.
So when he became
the principal at Pine
View, Dr. Covert brought
his unique brand of humor
with him. The newspaper
team was a prime target for
his antics. Whether he was
sneaking up behind them
to scare them while they
were working, or mak-
ing them try to guess the
mystery flavor of the mys-
terious Jell-O he had made
for a staff meeting, Dr. Co-
vert always had the news-
paper team in stitches.
The clubs and teach-
ers at Pine View weren’t im-
mune to Dr. Covert's humor
either. The debate club was
constantly trying to one-up
each other with witty come-
backs, and the science club
was always conducting wacky
experiments, like turning the

school’s lawn blue. And the
teachers, well, they were al-
ways game for a good joke, no
matter how silly.

But despite all

the laugh-

ter and

fun, Dr.

Covert

was a

serious

educator

¢ at heart.

He truly

believed

that laugh-

ter was the best medicine, and

he worked tirelessly to create

a happy and inclusive school

environment for all of his stu-
dents.

And that’s why everyone
at Pine View loved Dr. Covert so
much. He was more than just a
principal - he was a friend and
a mentor, always willing to lend
a listening ear and a helping
hand.

So here’s to Dr. Covert, the
funniest principal in the land,
and his wild and hilarious ac-
complishments!

GRAPHICS BY JANICE CHI

me away from the doors of
Building 16.
[ watched carefully as Lu-

berecki
quickly
pushed
Mizanin
inside,
shielding
me from
her vision.
That
is when I
came to the
climax of
my realiza-
tions. Key Club is infecting
Torch. Mizanin brings her jing-
ly-jangly bags of jars and yarn

and little crafts to class and
dangles them in front of every-
one like hypno-

tizing
pocket
watch-
es. I
still
have
n 0
idea
what
is go-
ing on
in that
club,
b ut
I am
cer-
tain
of two

things: Al-
yson is too far
and Luberecki is not.
So, Luberecki , if you're
reading this (which you prob-
ably are, I'm sitting five feet
away from you as I'm writing
this story and it will be pub-
lished in the publication of
which you are the Opinion Ed-
itor) it's not too late to leave
that club. Join MUN or Speech
and Debate or something!
Maybe even get a little crazy,
join Microscopy Club; just get
out of Key Club!
PHOTOS BY ALYSON MIZANIN
GRAPHICS BY JANICE CHI
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In ChatGPT’s words: “A humorous picture of a school principal
could be a cartoon illustration showing the principal dressed
in a suit and tie, standing in front of a blackboard. Instead of
writing something academic, the blackboard behind him is
filled with jokes, puns, and witty remarks. The principal him-
self could have a big grin on his face, as if he’s in on the joke,
and students in the background could be seen laughing and
pointing at the board. This picture depicts a lighthearted, ap-
proachable side to the typically serious role of a school princi-

pal.” GRAPHIC BY TERRY SHEN
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ChatGPT Won’t Replace You...

by Felicity Chang
Director of Digital Media

OpenAl released a demo of ChatGPT
— a conversational chatbot powered
by deep learning — in November 2022.
Over the past few months, it has taken
social media by storm.

The question “Will ChatGPT replace
humans?” became a conversation starter
in various groups, and in some aspects,
it does seem like dystopian science fic-
tion is coming true. However, sci-fi me-
dia is derived from reality and our fears.
Yes, new innovations are always going
to be scary to the general public. It’s not
just artificial intelligence (Al), as stem
cell technology and CRISPR gene edit-
ing were also deemed apocalyptic when
introduced. Now, stem cells are used in
regenerative medicine to aid people with
spinal cord injuries, heart disease, stroke,
and cancer — the National Institutes of
Health created guidelines for human em-
bryonic stem cell research in 2009. Addi-
tionally, CRISPR has been used in cancer
CAR T-cell immunotherapy.

The general trend? We are afraid of
what we don’t understand.

ChatGPT — and Natural Language
Processing (NLP) in general — did not
spawn overnight. NLP is known as the
branch of Al that helps computers inter-
pret human language. You wouldn’t have
Siri or Alexa if NLP didn’t exist. The rea-
son why ChatGPT is dominating dinner
tables and corporate break rooms is be-
cause it went mainstream.

The Transformer, a type of neural
network architecture for NLP tasks, was
developed in 2017. GPT stands for Gener-
ative Pre-trained Transformer, and as the
name suggests, it's a Transformer-based
NLP model. OpenAl released GPT-2 in
2019, which many researchers, like my-
self, used for independent studies. Al-
though there was a fair share of concern
over ethics and misuse, it was viewed by
those in the field as promising. The mod-
el could be trained to produce empathet-
ic dialogue for daily check-ups in nurs-
ing homes or mimic Cognitive Behavior
Therapy techniques. GPT-3, released in
2020, was trained on a much larger set
of data, and users had to submit an ap-
plication to gain access, which was why
it didn’t spark the same reaction as now.

ChatGPTisbasically GPT-3.5,andit’s
not as revolutionary as self-proclaimed
experts on Twitter claim it is. Don’t get
me wrong, NLP models in general are
extremely impressive, but ChatGPT is
not some standalone project developed
behind closed doors that's now going to
suddenly take over the world.

First, ChatGPT isn’t a sentient be-
ing, contrary to what some Internet
commenters would like to claim. It’s not
a mind trapped in a computer gener-
ating limericks about donuts for bored
12-year-olds. As of right now, factually
inaccurate statements run unchecked in
ChatGPT’s responses, and there are still
ABOVE: GRAPHIC BY LINDSAY LUBERECKI
BELOW: GRAPHIC BY ALYSON MIZANIN

WA

syntax limitations that developers will
address in the future.

What ChatGPT seems to excel at are
tasks like generating recipe templates,
survey questions, or... a highly discussed
topic: writing formulaic essays. However,
if ChatGPT can write a “perfect” essay for
a class, the curriculum is the problem.

When students are expected to
churn out cut-and-paste essays, they
aren’'t using their own voices because
there’s no expectation for originality. Re-
sources such as Wikipedia also “changed
the game” for academic integritv

and cheaters will always I

cheat. What's the dif-
ference between
students paying
for ChatGPT —
inevitably the
next step, as
keeping it free
is unsustain-
able — and
profession-
al writers to
complete their .,
assignments? -+
The academic
institutions  that
view Al as a tool, not
a threat, will succeed in
the long-run. z
The same applies =
for the job market. Art-

ists can use Al to generate ':5.':

references — emotion in =

art relies on intention, not e
=

just execution. Doctors can use
trained NLP models for initial conver-
sational screenings. Software developers
can reduce time spent debugging and
writing generic code snippets.

The true issue at hand is Al ethics
— not Al existing, but how we allow it to
exist. Humans will always find a way to
use a tool for morally corrupt purposes,
so regulations will be necessary. Using
human artists’ works to train art-genera-
tion models with no compensation, gen-
erating fake news articles that contribute
to misinformation, collecting data (like
photos and sensitive information) with-
out user consent — these are just some
of the issues that need to be addressed.

If progression toward an Al-inte-
grated future is inevitable, the solution
isn’t trying to stop it. Working with Al can
bring positive change. ChatGPT won't re-
place you.

We’re allowed

by Alyson Mizanin
Editor-in-Chief

“I trained my face muscles to stop
working,” TikTok user Isabelle Lux boast-
ed in a video that sparked immense con-
versation a few weeks ago.

In her 30-second clip, 31-year-old
Lux entreated her audience to consider
her advice, as she claimed that by fol-
lowing her technique, one could express
emotions without fearing early onset
wrinkles.

Lux’s video promptly went viral —
not just for her ridiculous explanation on
how training facial muscles was a natural
course of action, but because her video is
being labeled as “self-care.”

As defined by the World Health Or-
ganization, self-care is the ability of in-
dividuals, families, and communities to
promote and maintain physical and men-
tal health. Societally, however, this defini-
tion is shifting. Lux’s is but one voice in
a deafening roar online, propelled by a

...but how far is too far?

by Rohan Dash
Asst. News Editor
Artificial intelligence was first in-
vented in 1956. Nearly 70 years later,
it's advanced to the point where it can
write articles, make artwork, recognize
any object based off of simple training,
and play games better than the best
players in the world — in just seconds.
In November 2022, ChatGPT was
released to the public. It quickly be-
came one of the most famous Al gen-
erators for not only being free but also
being open-source and having
the ability to generate full
essays.

I n

our modern-day soci-
ety, we're observing a
slow technological take-over. Students
across the globe have been found using
ChatGPT to complete their homework.
According to The Guardian, in early
January, it's come to the point where
school counties have been forced to
ban something that could have been
used beneficially, for example, to help
complete research.

ChatGPT is a perfect example of
misuse. Developing Al like ChatGPT
allows for the world to, in a way, take
a step back. In quick realization, it be-
came clear that skills that were once a
crucial part of life are becoming obso-
lete. It's becoming more and more like-
ly that crucial jobs like doctors, recep-
tionists, and couriers will be replaced
by artificial intelligence, according to

to age

growing association of asinine measures
with what it means to care for ourselves,
which is increasingly becoming synon-
ymous with meeting and upholding the
beauty standard. And without any inter-
vention, our conflation of beauty and an-
ti-aging measures with self-care will tear
us apart.

In her 2018 article “How Self-Care
Became So Much Work,” Charlotte Lieb-
erman of the Harvard Business Review
found that the self-care industry was
worth $11 billion. Five years later, the
industry has only grown — but not all of
that development should be interpreted
negatively.

There exists genuine value in self-
care measures such as practicing mind-
fulness, developing a skincare routine,
and dedicating time in one’s busy day for
relaxation. But our definition of self-care
has shifted away from cleansing skin and
relieving stress; now, it proliferates in the
form of skin rollers meant to “tighten”

Business Insider. When it comes to
ChatGPT, Fortune reports that accord-
ing to top economists, over half the jobs
in the US could be replaced by the bot:
“The economist who predicted that A.L
would replace half of all U.S. jobs now
says ChatGPT is the equivalent of Uber
disrupting the taxi industry.”

One may argue that Al isn’t as
smart or diverse as a human, but
when ChatGPT 4.0 releases, it could be
trained with over one trillion models,
or training examples, versus the 175
billion models it's working with right
now. Al will get to the point where it
can build items on its own and com-
plete other jobs.

Why would businesses hire peo-
ple to do work when automated ma-
chines like ChatGPT can do it in sec-
onds — whether it's writing code,
processing data, or generating ideas.
Per Yahoo Finance, CNET, a technology
journalism site, was recently caught us-
ing Al sources like ChatGPT to generate
articles. This is just one example of an
affected industry; others include real
estate, public relations, customer ser-
vice, and healthcare. With so many jobs
being replaced by a cheaper option,
what does this mean for the future? A
lack of jobs because Al rules the world?

What's even more concerning is
that ChatGPT is an open-source bot
that will be abused and has thousands
of flaws. Axios reported that the open
Al can explain how to commit crimes
such as shoplifting and creating weap-
ons. It draws parallels to other systems
that reflect human biases and can easi-
ly be manipulated to encourage wrong
ideas. Arguing that humans will do bad
things regardless is true but still a base-
less argument — systems like ChatGPT
are simply assisting humans in doing
worse things.

Of course, I'm not saying Al is
completely detrimental. Advanced Al
models can recognize different types
of cancerous cells at rates much faster
than the best doctors in the world, help
players learn games such as chess in
no time, and perform repetitive tasks
without complaining. But at what rate
are we advancing Al to the point where
we're letting it do all our basic tasks for
us, to the point at which — scientists
decades ago feared — we're letting Al
take over our lives? I leave you to an-
swer this question.

our faces and massages dedicated to re-
moving wrinkles.

To say that elements of aging —
proof of our authentic demonstrations of
emotion — need to somehow be fixed is
misguided at best and deeply harmful at
worst. Even worse, we're stripped of our
humanity by the argument that not seek-
ing perfection is a “failure to take care of
ourselves.”

As much as our ever-evolving me-
dia may try to sell you perfection, what
makes you uniquely you rests in the na-
scent shadows of crow’s feet that dance
around your eyes. You are the faint in-
dents tracing your nose to your lips with
every smile. You are an imperfect jaw-
line, a crooked smile, an uneven pair of
eyebrows. You are a combination of all
these characteristics and so many more,
and your beauty exists not in a face that’s
trained, altered, or scrubbed raw, but in
one that is truly, authentically yours —
wrinkles and imperfections and all.
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We’ve normalized violence

by Ava Lenerz and Sofia Gi-
annattasio
Match Layout Artist and Asst.
News Editor

America stands polarized
over the right to bear arms,
even in the face of recent events
such as the Monterey Park gun-
man Jan. 21, the Half Moon Bay
shooting Jan. 23, and the Metro
station attack Feb. 1.

We're less than three
months into the new year and
America is already experi-
encing mass shootings at
a record rate. According
to the Gun Violence Ar-
chive, from 2014 to 2019
there was an average of
22 mass shootings a year.
This January alone had
48,

Shootings in
schools are far too common and
the amount is still trending up-
ward.

May 24, 2022, 19 students
and two teachers were killed in
one of the worst school shoot-
ings in US history. The shooting
in Uvalde, Texas tore apart many
families and spread devastation
throughout the entire Unit-
ed States. Unfortunately, this
wasn'’t the first school shooting,
and it won't be the last.

Just this Valentine’s Day,
three students were killed in
a shooting at Michigan State
University — and for some stu-
dents at the university, it wasn't
the first school shooting they
had been through.

Gun violence is the lead-
ing cause of death among chil-
dren in the U.S. and each time a
shooting occurs, the fundamen-
tal right to life is taken away.

Unfortunately, we've be-

come desensitized to this vio-
lence. On our car rides we hear
about the latest massacre. In
our classes, we practice safety
protocol for the chance that it
happens to us. We're not even
shaken by these drills anymore;
they’re simply five extra min-
utes to study.

Guns have become so inte-
grated into society that nobody
bats an eye.

Television
huge factor, too;
depictions of gun
violence in the en-
tertainment indus-
try are becoming
increasingly accessible to
young children through
video games, TV shows,
movies, and other me-

dia. While violence in vid-
eo games may not inherently
make people commit more vi-
olent acts, it exposes them to a
culture of conflict that becomes
natural.

This isn't the only way
kids are exposed to violence.
Parents are their child’s first
government. A child, especial-
ly a younger one, will look up
to their parents first. Yet par-
ents are teaching their kids
to shoot at cans or bottles for
fun. They're getting replicas of
deadly weapons as toys, like My
First Rifle, for their children to
play with. Many fail to recognize
that guns are horrible killing
machines, and just view them
as a hobby.

Yet the main problem is
the fact that guns are so easily
accessible in the first place.

The perpetrator of the
Uvalde shooting bought the gun
days after turning 18. Anyone in

is a

the U.S. that wants to buy a gun
only has to pass a background
check involving things like im-
migration status, criminal con-
victions, and domestic violence.
Some places have additional
background checks or waiting
periods; yet, usually, Ameri-
cans can purchase a gun within
hours.

Studies have even shown
that keeping a gun in one’s
home does more harm than
good. A 2014 review in Annals
of Internal Medicine showed
that it triples the risk of suicide
and doubles the risk of being a
homicide victim. And because
many gun owners do not prop-
erly secure their firearms, they
put their children at risk.

At the end of the day, it
comes down to this — the more
guns there are, the more gun vi-
olence there is. It’s time for so-
ciety to step up and act respon-
sibly. The Second Amendment
is being violently upheld at the
expense of the Declaration of In-
dependence, stripping the “life”
out of “life, liberty, and pursuit
of happiness.”

The United States has be-
come a battleground with its cit-
izens’ lives caught in the action.
We must vote for politicians
who are ready to save America
from its own destruction.

GRAPHIC BY LINDSAY LUBERECKI

From Lindsay
In a state of hatred

[ can remember being
proud of being a Floridian
when I was younger. Florida
had the best beaches, the best
fresh-squeezed orange juice,
and (very important to my
young self) Disney World. But
today, Florida isn’t the happiest
place on Earth. In fact, it’s far
from it.

Today, I'm not proud of
my state. 'm embarrassed of it,
ashamed of it, and even scared
of it. I'm scared of it each day
that [ wake up as a young wom-
an remembering that people
are trying to take my rights
away. | remember that I'm not
old enough to adopt a child, not
old enough to drink, not old
enough to serve in the military,
but yet, after 15 weeks, I'm old
enough to carry a child, to go
through labor, and to be thrust
into the world with another life
that I must keep alive and care
for somehow, when I'm not
even caring fully for myself yet.

I'mterrified of the fact that
the state abortion law passed
in July 2022, making abortion
illegal after 15 weeks, with no
exceptions for rape — if the
unimaginable happens I must
face the results and live with a
child. Being a woman shouldn’t
mean living in fear. 'm scared
of how time and time again, our
state government discusses
stricter laws and full-out bans
— we're left to wonder when it
will, somehow, get even worse.

I'm disheartened by the
fact that my education is being
pulled away from me. Walk-
ing into school as a child, I felt
like an entire world was at my
fingertips, and it's devastating

[student voices] The book ban: Have you noticed its effects?

PHOTOS AND INTERVIEWS BY JADA DAVIDSON

Stewart McLain, tenth-grader

on kids.. .they’re just going to go home and buy the same book and read it. So then why would you make the'kids

waste their money? | just think thatit’s pointless...

now teachers aren’t allowed to keep books in their classroom...
instead of a book that your teacher highly suggests. . you have to go find yourself a book that you may not like.”

with Love

Lindsay Luberecki

Opinion Editor

to think that the children of
tomorrow may never experi-
ence that. Thinking about how
we're being told that we can'’t
take a class teaching us some
of the most important history
of our nation makes me ques-
tion what education means in
Florida.

I'm tired of fighting in a
way that seems fruitless. I'm
tired of my voice not being
heard by the people who are
supposed to represent me. But
we can'’t stop fighting. Until col-
lege, I'm in this state whether I
like it or not; we all are, and we
have a choice.

We can stop fighting and
be complicit. We can sit and do
nothing as our rights get taken
away. Or we can fight.

Educate yourself in any
way possible, whether that be
reading a newspaper or look-
ing at the top three headlines
on Instagram. Pay attention to
politics, and listen to what peo-
ple say — it may affect the way
you live. Go to protests, inform
those around you, vote, make
your voice heard.

As impossible as it seems,
if you never shut up, people are
eventually forced to listen.

“[Its] harmful to Florida and America as a whole. . The laws removing books from shelves are censoring books that
tackle important social issues dealing with equality...The effects have been felt as far as a year and a half back. .

[The Hate U Give was removed from summer reading due to uncertainty]...it really removed a pOSS|b|l|ty fora really
constructive conversation to take place and a real problem to be discussed.”

Layla Hewes, ninth-grad

“The book banning craze is incredibly upsetting and frightening,...banning books ensures that students have no
meéans of accessing educational material that can be life-saving or eye-opening. Censorship is the first and most
efficient step in preventing critical and independent thinking....Since the first day of school, [the legislation] has had

:.\ \ profound impacts, from the sudden excessive amount of permission slips..to the fear that is apparent in our teach-
Ethan Ms|ertwe|fth _grader €S When a topic is mentioned that goes against the state laws, to the DIY classroom library covers.”
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Hints correspond to information shared in
the stories throughout this issue, including
through QR codes. The first person to bring
their completed version to Room 117 in Build-
ing 17 will win a $10 gift card. Good luck!
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across

3. Al used for writing

4. Teacher who was voted “The
Boomer” of the social studies depart-
ment

6. Convention that Lily Quartermaine
thinks should be renamed to “Key-
CON”

9. There will be a variety of
offered at new lunch cart
11. Where New College students
read in the banyan tree

14. Surname of Van Wezel’s Execu-
tive Director

17. Word for “longing for a time
you’'ve never known”

18. Country where tenth-grader Ve-
ronika Startseva moved from

19. Most students drop world lan-
guage classes because they want to
“Take other ____ "

21. Surname of Terry Shen’s new
apprentice

22.0ne of The Torch’s Gold Sponsor
families

19 20

21

22

down

1. Surname of woman who recently
bought three old items belonging to
historical women

2. $11 billion industry now tied to
beauty

5. Surname of long term interim
superintendent

7. Surname of Pine View student who
was born in Australia

8. What one of Hana Mullen’s most
recent drawings depicts

10. Last word in eleventh-graders’
SSEP project name

12. “My First _____"; Toy for children
to play with
13. The Show was the first of

Pine View’s 2023 performances

15. Acronym for organization Sara-
sota partnered with to replace Van

Wezel

16. Website used for online courses
in Florida

20. Movie originally released under
20th Century Fox

Fireside Chats

Find what you can depend on

My mother introduced me to my
first best friend when I was four years old.

The signature chords of the Win-
dows startup screen sang as she and I
entered our family loft one fateful day. She
leaned over our boxy computer keyboard
and conjured up a blank white page on the
screen.

“It's yours to use,” she said.

And use it1did.

Those pages greeted me each morn-
ing and bid me goodnight when my father
was forced to pull me away from their
blue-light grasp. Hours slipped away as
lines upon lines found homes on those
blank pages, and I found comfort in dis-
covering worlds of my own creation.

Fourteen years later, writing re-
mains an inextricable part of my life. It
evolved into more than a mere medium
of expression; it has be-
come an outlet, a mirror,
and a world all wrapped
into one, and it's some-
thing I'll love for years to
come.

Few things have
stayed the same over
the course of my life and
even throughout my sev-
en years at Pine View.
The little things here that
have remained — the coziness of the ga-
zebo, the comfort of the benches tucked
by the purple building — have become
some of the components of Pine View I
cherish most. While change isn’t inherent-
ly negative, it can and should be offset by

Allow yourself the time
to find constants in
your life: the ones on
our campus, in your
home, and in every
place that’s sprinkled
throughout your day.

by Alyson Mizanin
Editor-in-Chief
elements of certainty.

Allow yourself the time to find con-
stants in your life: the ones on our campus,
in your home, and in every place that’s
sprinkled throughout
your day. You might
find them in the mun-
dane, the simple, the
overlooked — that’s
part of what gives
them power. Maybe for
you, it's the trees by the
orchestra room, the
bench behind Building
16, or the creaking of
the covered walkways
in the afternoon sun.

Acknowledge and appreciate these
constants. In turn, you'll be recognizing
what has, in part, shaped you into who you
are today. You'll be recognizing elements
of yourself.
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