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Mote Marine’s location ‘waves’ goodbye

by Ava Lenerz

Since 1955, Sarasota
has been lucky enough to be
home to its very own aquar-
ium, Mote Marine Labora-
tory (MML). This popular
attraction has entertained
and educated adults and kids

alike for years with its
aquatic creatures. It has
continually grown and |
developed, and now this |-
iconic seaside landmark
will be relocating in early
2025.

Though its hard to f
imagine MML being

anywhere other than its
current location on City Is-
land, Sarasota, this isn't the
first time Mote has changed
locations.

According to “Mote Ma-
rine Laboratory—Exploring
The Secrets of The Sea Since
19557 MML first opened
on Siesta Key, but in the late
1970s, it was time to change
locations as their lease was
ending. MML almost moved
out of Sarasota, but people
banded together to keep it
here, and in 1978, it moved to
where it is now.

The upcoming move will
be bittersweet, as most peo-
ple can recall fond memories
from the current location.

Fifth grader Genevieve
Osorio said, “T have a little
cousin, and he really likes
[thel occasional Wild Kratz

[exhibit]. Then, I really liked
the manatees.

The small yet heartfelt
details will be missed as well,
like the painted walkway of
manatees and sea turtles that
line the path bewteen the two
buildings, or the whale foun-
7 tain that sits at the en-

ple in and being a place
to make wishes on one’s
way out.

The new location is
meant to open in early
2025 near the Universi-
ty Town Center (UTC).
However, they have not
announced the exact date
they will be movinglocations,
and, as of now, they have not
responded to interview re-
quests from The Match.

Due to recent hurri-
canes, the old location had
been temporarily closed. g
However, MML  re-
opened November 22.

Looking at the con-
struction of the new

MML building, one can
see this was no small en-
deavor but must have re-
quired years of planning.
That effort is not in vain,

as people are excited
about the new location.

“It [will] be fun because
it's closer to where I live, Os-
orio said.

MML is a place beloved
bv manv and for sood reason.

Fifth grader Elise Camo-
deca said, “T've been there
four times since I've been
here, so since second grade,
and T feel like its inspiring
that they take care of so many
animals and that they can
share it with kids at Pine View
and other schools..”

Sarasota is fortunate to
have such a thriving loca-
tion in our small town, and,
hopetully, this move will only
change MML for the better.

1. Current second grad-
er Goldie Lenerz enjoys the
stingray touch-tank at MML.
This attraction is well liked by
many and contains four differ-
ent species of stingrays. PHO-
TO PROVIDED BY RACHEL
LENERZ

2. MMLl’s Moray Eel. PHOTO

BY AVA LENERZ

3. MML's new building is
still in progress. It's lo-
{ cated near UTC. PHOTO
4 BY AVA LENERZ

4. One of MML's mana-
.1 tees, Buffett, giving kisses
through the glass. PHO-
TO BY AVA LENERZ

5/6. Match staffers Tim-
othy Nesanelis and Ava Len-
erz kayak to the location of
the original MML's shark tank.
Image five is displayed at the
current MML, showcasing the
old shark tank. PHOTO PRO-
VIDED BY CHRIS LENERZ
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“Descendants the
Musical”
Fri, Jan. 24: 7:00 pm
Sat, Jan. 25: 7:00 pm
un, Jan. 1:00 pm

Getting BizTown Ready!

Jan. 30-31

Hovercraft Project
Fifth graders will
participate in this

“I'm really excited to
see what jobs | can try

out... | don’t know There’s a lot that |
anything about being a don’t know yet.”
CEOQ, so | want to see

how that is.”
- Anya Juvvadi

“We run the city and it
helps us learn for: later in
life. 'would'like'to'be'a
bank employee because
_ |ots of people will want
bank accounts.”

- Maxwell Polinsky

GRAPHIC BY ALY ZALESKI

“What are you most excited for?”

$ “I think I'll like trying
out the different jobs.

- Keira Aygen

“| really: want to
simulate working, it
sounds so fun. Being
in the bank:would be
super cool.”

- Max Nordstrom

All students interviewed are in fifth grade.

3 f;) y
0%
Feb. 7-8 Feb. 20 b
Variety Show Third Grade 6
Students of all grades wil Showecase j: ey, 22
show off their talents in feﬁ, 14 Third erade students Jazz Under the Stars
the auditorium. 8

Valentine’s Day Post show off their talents! Ppine View Jazz Band
Office will do a performance

Elementary students  Starts at 6:00 pm 10 the quad at night.
will deliver valentines

simulating the mail Starts at 7:00 pm
process.

S

All morning m

G IC BY SIVAN LEVY
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Birthdays

Dec. 22
Melody Elliot’s
birthday

Dec. 28

Joe DiGiacomo's
birthday

Dec. 31
Eddie Maron’s
birthday

Jan. 7

Ivonne Chaustre’s
birthday

Jan. 8

Eugene Williams’
birthday

Jan. 31

Katelyn Jordan’s
birthday

Feb. 9

Marisa Freedman's
birthday

RECENT EVENTS

Daddy-Daughter Dance

Elementary school girls spend a night of quality time with their fathers andfriends at the Dadd Daughter Dance. The event was held

= il

in the Student Union December 6, with a theme of Sockhop. PHOTOS BY MADELYN BAILEY

Peramathon

PHOTO BY ZOE MASCOLA

Peramathon. Each grade had 50 minutes to go out to the track and see how many laps they could get, with the winners of each grade
announced this week.
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Chess Champion

by Jakob Roche

1.D4, D5,2.C4. Thisisn't just some
random string of letters and num-
bers—it’s one of the most well-known
openings in chess. And, for fifth grader
Timmly Huang, its her favorite.

“Its called the Queens Gambit.
You take the pawn near the Queens
side and play that piece first, Huang
said.

Huang started playing chess
during the COVID pandemic, her
mother Vicky He said.

“When she was five years old, her
father taught her how to play chess,
and that was her first exposure to chess.
She was bored at home because of the
epidemic at the time... ;| He wrote in
an emailed response.

Huangs dad plays both Chinese
and Western chess. The differences
between the two are quite large, in-
cluding board size, piece movement
rules, and even the win conditions.

“He decided that, because he liked
chess so much, he wanted to transfer
that to me,” Huang said.

Huang explained that her engage-
ment—and enjoyment—of the game
has only grown with time.

“Now [that] I'm getting into the
~ game, [ realized that its
: actually pretty fun,

Huang said.

Recently, Huang played at a tour-
nament at the Manasota Chess Cen-
ter where she got second place. At the
event was Chess Grand Master Pascal
Charbonneau, who ranks second in
his home country of Canada.

Huang got to play him. His skill
was apparent, according to Huang.

“There are only like 2000 grand-
masters in the world, so the chance
that I got to play one was really great,
she said, ‘T feel like I know now how
to develop quicker and how to change
my thinking process.

Chess is very much a thinking
game, which makes tournaments ex-
hausting for Huang.

He said she realized that after
Huang first tournament.

“The most unforgettable part
of the tournament was that after the
game, she ate three oversized rice
balls in one gulp and fell into a deep
sleep,” He said.

Once a game starts, Huang said
that its oddly calm. Everyone is quiet,
but the silence is filled with tension.

But, despite the anxiety, Huang
finds chess enjoyable.

“Its not like a job or anything,
Huang said, “Its a hobby where you
can express yourself”

Cut out the wrapping paper,
enough for both sides of the
paper to reach over the faces
of the box, completely
covering it (seen in next step).

To wrap the gift you will need
scissors, tape, and your choice
of wrapping paper.

Fold one side of the paper
over the top of the gift and

tape it in place. Then fold the other side of
the paper over the gift the
5 _ same way and tape it down

super tight for a neat look.

Fold the wider flap as shown
in the image to create two

sharp like flaps on the
outside.

Before you fold the sides of
the paper, you might want to
trim the paper, if it is too long

for the next step.

7 s ——
R
L ‘

Fold the outer flaps inwards to
create a triangle shape on the

[eiier Tape the remaining triangle
@ y, A flap onto the box with a small
o= eice of tape
With intense concentra- m ; P

tion, fifth grader Timml
Hang watches her oppo-
nent make their move.
Huang won second place
,overall in the tournamen
at the Manasota Chess|
Center. PHOTO PROVID-
¥+ ED BY VICKEY HE.

After you have repeated steps
six through eight for the other
side, your gift is fully
wrapped!
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AMC you later!

by Anna Zhang

One of the three remaining busi-
nesses at Sarasota Square Mall has
fallen, as AMC Sarasota 12
permanently closed. The
theater, while much older,
came under AMC owner-
ship in 2006 and closed on
Halloween.

AMC (American
Multi-Cinema Inc.) the-
aters are the largest cine-
ma exhibitor in the world,
having theaters in over 130
countries and territories.

Fifth grader Olivia zZHANG
Zhang and fourth grader Ray
Wu shared their memories and opin-
ions of the AMC closing.

‘I remember last year, in fourth
grade, that I went to the AMC theater

CLOSED

THEATRE CLOSED

Zamc
GRAPHIC BY ANNA AMC theater because it is far

to watch ‘Migration' with my entire
fourth grade class, and the other team
I was on, which was the Blue team,
Zhang said, “That one time
it was fun because it was
nice seeing everyone out-
side of school and laughing
along to the funny bits of the
movie.

However, Wu does not
normally go to the movie
theater, but feels “it is an-
noying to go to another

movie theater without the

AMC Sarasota 12 hag
Par

away, and he doesn'tlike to wait.

Zhang recalled her mem-

ories of going to AMC Sarasota 12, I
feel bad for the fourth graders this year
because the AMC theater near Target
closed, and they will not have that fun

The entrance of AMC Sarasota 12 sits wnh empy movie posier frames and visible

water damage. The owners of the building have made plans to demolish it to
make space for new apartments and an event space. PHOTO BY ANNA ZHANG

party anymore, Zhang said.

Wu said there is not much differ-
ence between movie theaters. He be-
lieves that the size of the AMC was nice,
however.

“When I went to another movie
theater, it was smaller than the other
one. I will have to get used to smaller

theaters in the future, Wu said.

With the AMC closed, other mov-
ie theaters such as CMX CinéBistro
Siesta Key, Regal Hollywood 20, AMC
Bradenton 20, and the Lakewood
Ranch Cinema are nearby. With that in
mind, Pine View students hope to find
a suitable movie theater for the future.

2 i

Producers oversee the entire
movie production. Managing

funds, hiring important
positions, and delivering the
movie on-time are some of their
jobs.

There are so many more people who

play a very important role in film
production. Costume Designers,
Makeup Artists, Cinematographers,
to name a few.

Movie Productio

Screenwriters create the script.
Their dialogue and words help
create the direction of the
movie. Actors memorize their
lines that screenwriters write!

Q'

L1 'll\‘bi 1 |

Editors tie together all parts of
the film. They cut mistakes, add
special effects, and help finalize

the movie. They also bring us
the funny blooper reels.

. We all love and enjoy different movies, but who makes
them? Let’s see the different roles of movie-making!

These are the storytellers.
Directors envision and
guide the use of lighting,
sound, mood, and more.

S

These are the ones on-screen!
They play many characters
across different genres, and train
to show a range of emotions.
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pec.2s  Christmas

Christmas began as a Christian holiday to celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ. Today, Christmas includes giving presents to friends

and family and is the most celebrated holiday in the world. Lights in ands on %

Nightly Light ||Bloom® 2024 || Hanukkah 2|Eve Party &
| Shows @ Marie Selby @ University Town Pineapple
@ University Town ||Botanical Gardens || Center Drop

Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday commemorates the “Miracle of ¢y TR L Sarasota
s . . 1:00PM-1:30AM,

the Oil” There was only enough oil to light the menorah for one day,
but the menorah stayed lit for eight days, which is why December 31to
Hannukah lasts eight nights. “ ) January 1Ist

Dec. 26—Jan. 1 K Wd nZ ﬂ a

Created in 1966 by Dr. Maulana Karenga, Kwanzaa was cre-
ated to unify the African-American community during the Civil
Rights movement and let African-Americans reconnect with thelr
Aﬁuan heritage. 4l

New Years opec 31-san. 1

New Years Eve and New Years Day celebrate the incoming year : Chrici b [l sav Christ " ause] TRl “Probably Christr
0f 2025! Lots of fireworks are lit and the famous ball R Ty S Lo S S L my 77 A SSEEEARSHRES IDECAESE robably Lhnistmas

drops in New York Cit ‘ ?9* | family has a decently large | A all my friends come over to i . |because my family likes to
rops in New York City. - <~ . *"feast with some traditional my house to stay during |, e do caroling, Secret Santa,
i - foods.” Winter Break.” w4 land glve gifts to the homeless

j .aGRAPHICS BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS
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Poolside Prodigy

by Allie Chung

While most toddlers had
just begun the trials of master-
ing their tricycles, fifth grader
Jinal Patel had already moved
on to a different terrain—wa-
ter.

‘T cant do sports, for ex-
ample golf, where there isn't
agility and all of that. I get
bored really easily. I need
something that keeps me
pumped, Patel said.

For Patel, there is no such
thing as slow-paced. Her re-
lationship  with ~ swimming
was discovered at an early age
when her parents realized she
did not have a fear of the water.

“She was the one who was

so quick and learned every-
thing within a weeks time. By
[the] end of 15 days she actu-
ally started doing the strokes,
which was very unusual for
being that young’ Patels
mother Hiral Patel said.

At the time, Patel was only
three years old.

It was during those ear-
ly lessons that Patels natural
talent was evident, and her
instructor made a suggestion
that would shape her future.
She encouraged her to join a
swim team.

After a team trial and an
inevitable acceptance, Patel
began her first team practice,
an event that marked the be-

ginning of a journey that Patel
believes will last a lifetime.

“I'm going to do it forever.
Its endless. Its my passion,” Pa-
tel said.

Patel began taking her
swimming journey on a com-
petitive route at age 6, and she
now swims for the Lakewood
Ranch Lightnings as a special-
ist in backstroke.

Kaylee McKeown, an
Australian Olympian and gold
medalist, is also known for
her dominance in backstroke
events. For Patel, McKeown
is a beacon of inspiration
and a symbol of what she can
achieve.

‘I want to know exactly

how she got that far because
I want to get there, t00, Patel
said.

Through wins and loss-
es; Hiral Patel is determined
to support her daughter and
build her ¢haracter, some-
thing more important
than any first-place
trophy.

“Our moto is
give it your 100
percent  and
whatever  the
result is, it is ok
It is not in your
control, Hiral
Patel said.

Surrounded

by a family who sup-

ports her, Patels future holds
achievements greater than
McKeowns, and USA swim-
ming would be wise to keep
their eyes out for Jinal Patel.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY HIRAL

#

3%: As the weather gets cooler, don’t miss out on... e

Ice Skating at UYC mall ~ Watching a' ocalice hockey game

Grab vour friends and head on

Taking a goat'!foga class

lrormiin e lsea ree il 1 Go watch travel and varsity ice

University Town Center for the

perfect cozy wintertime activity! Sports complex for a fun outing!

Playing a game of b@wling
The chilly months are the perfect
time for a campfire, smores, and
chatting with friends. Maybe even
go on a hike in the morning for
some physical activity!

This is a great sports activity to hang
out with friends and eat food while
also sheltering from the chilly
weather outside!

hockey games at Ellenton Ice and

Going on a cH mping outing

Take a step back from the business
of'evervday life and cuddle with an
adorable goat as you also getin a
workout!

G@ing to the trampoline park

Head over to Skvzone or another
trampoline park of vour choice with
vour friends and family to break a
sweat, have some laughs, and
protect vourself from the cold.

GRAPHIC BY SIVAN LEVY
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A New Re(crew)t

by Dasha Shabunina
“Every single time I see
him at crew, without fail,
he likes to walk by and say,
'Hi, I'm Ken. And we all say,
'Hi, Ken,” tenth grader Tay-
lor Teague, who has volun-
teered at the Sarasota Crew
Elementary Learn to Row,
said about fourth grader Ken
Wang.
Wang has been doing

w

crew since third grade. Be-
fore joining, he participat-
ed in tennis, basketball, ice
hockey, piano, singing, and
other extracurricular activ-
ities. While he kept playing
piano and singing, the oth-
ers didn't stick. Tennis and
basketball felt too repetitive,
and ice hockey felt too frus-
trating.

Crew felt just right,
though.

Wang has loved the

At crew practice with his friends,

ocean since he learned to
swim at three years old. Row-
ing allows him to get ample
exercise in the environment
he enjoys most—the water.

He also enjoys being able
to look back on his progress,
using his experience as mo-
tivation to work harder. He
strives to improve his rowing
technique and physical abil-
ity.

“‘Some of my favorite
parts is having fun with the
experience of exercise be-
cause after [rowers improve]

at crew, Wang has had some
significant personal victo-
ries. Besides getting stronger
and more comfortable with
rowing, he has shown great
diligence.

‘Hes very persistent,
Teague said, "Like at camp
when I was helping out, he
was very certain that he was
going to get out [into the wa-
ter] without pontoons one
day. And then every single
day he came, he put

of effort into it.

a ton

And then, on the final day
at camp, he was able to row
without them...I think the
biggest thing was him asking
us to put his pontoons up,
rather than just, let us do it.
All the other kids chose to
just leave their pontoons.

Wang is happy he chose
crew and is grateful for the
lessons it has taught him.

‘It helped me a lot. It
taught me that not every-
thing is easy because usually
I do things very easily, not
that hard,” Wang said.

fourth grader Ken Wang faces
toward the coach [not pictured].
Wang has been doing crew since
thrid grade and has worked hard
to improve his skills. PHOTO BY
DASHA SHABUNINA

were allowed to do more
[activities], Wang said.
In his time

GRAPHIC BY AVA LENERZ
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Ques’non submitted by fifth grader Mia Luczkowski

PHOTO BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS
by Timothy Nesanelis

In every single part of life, wheth-
er big or small, metal is in some way
involved. Its important for the func-
tion of our electronics, pens, pipes,
buildings and so much more. Met-
al serves as one the major building
blocks of both Pine View and the
world! But what exactly is in the met-
al we use, and how do we make met-
al into the shapes that the builders
need?

Did you know that there are two
kinds of metal? The first kind of met-
al is found inside the periodic table
of elements. There are 118 different
kinds of metals, however, and these
pure elements are not used in build-
ing and can often be used to help hu-
mans stay healthy instead.

Take for example calcium, a met-
al found in milk that makes bones
stronger, or iron, a metal found in
meats that keeps blood full of oxygen.

The metals that are used in prod-
ucts and for construction are known
scientifically as “metal alloys. These

alloys are mixtures of many different
elements to form one substance that
is much harder to break.

An example of this is steel, which

Co

 caum

isn't a metal element itself, but in-
stead an alloy that contains a mixture
of iron, manganese, nickel, carbon,
and more.

Though the origin is disputed, in
described in “A History of Metallur-
gy’ by R.E. Tylecote, it is claimed that
the first metal alloy is thought to have

been created around 5000 years ago
when humans probably threw a piece
of copper ore into a fire. The copper
ore melted and mixed with the other
metals in the fire pit.
\ Once cooled, the result was
a stronger and more durable
A mixture of copper and arse-
¥ nic known today as bronze.
Today, hundreds of
different alloys have
been created inside
laboratories that hu-
mans use every day.
But to be able to use them, metal
alloys have to be molded into the cor-
rect shape. This can be done in mul-
tiple ways, but the two most common
methods are forging and casting.
In forging, the metal alloy is
heated in a special furnace called a
“forge” Once the metal

-

glows a bright orange or yellow color,
which occurs between 1500°F and
2300°F, it is ready to be hammered
down into the desired shape. Finally,

N\~

once the metal alloy is in the correct
shape, it is dipped in water to rapidly
cool off.

In casting, the metal alloy is melt-
ed down into a super hot liquid be-
fore being poured into a mold made
of tightly packed sand. After letting
the mixture cool down and become
solid again, the sand is chipped away
from the metal, leaving behind a
metal alloy that is also in the desired
shape.

Casting is typically used for big-
ger pieces of metal, and forging is
used for smaller pieces of metal.

Every day, hundreds of thou-
sands of workers around the country
work hard to make the metal neces-
sary for our nation to thrive. Without
metals and metal alloys, the world
would look nothing like the way it
looks today.

GRAPHICS BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS
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Modern Holiday Movies

for the Win

by Jiayi Zhu

The weather is cooler, and
winter break is finally here. What
better way to spend the time than
by watching holiday movies?
Whether youre watching with
friends and family or cozied up
by yourself, holiday movies are
bound to get you in the spirit. New,
exciting, and timely, the very best
holiday movies are in fact the ones
that have just been released.

There are many newer “spin-
oft” movies, which take older
characters and modernize them

to be more relevant. These newer

movies have the same sense of nos-
talgia that make classic movies so
appealing, while providing direc-
tors the space for improvement.

In the 1966 version of “The
Grinch,” the Grinch is portrayed as
unkempt and utterly heartless. In
the 2018 version of “The Grinch,
the new Grinch takes on a softer
look, with a fresh animation style
and more of a developed back sto-
ry. Overall, the newer version of
“The Grinch” is far more relatable
and holds a more relevant message
during the holiday season: the im-
portance of kindness and forgive-

ness.

Besides, whats the point of re-
watching the same old movies over
and over again? New movies are
imaginative and creative if you just
give them the chance.

“‘An Almost Christmas Story, a
new Disney short film released No-
vember 15, describes the nev-
er-before-seen

journey  back @3
home of an owl

and a girl u

named Luna. ﬂE
It's heart-

warming,

adorable, and imaginative,

and it makes way for new

adventures that you :

cant help but watch.

Its much different

from the unchanging

plots of many classic

holiday movies (doesn't

it always feel like a bad guy is

trying to ruin Christmas?).
So, next time you sit

down to watch a movie this

Winter Break, get in the

spirit the right way, with the

latest holiday movies rather

than outdated ones.

GRAPHIC BY JIAYI ZHU
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Tried and True: Classic
Holiday Movies

by Lindsay Luberecki
Theres finally a breeze in the
air — it’s getting colder, holiday dec-
orations are on all the houses, were
all getting a craving for hot cocoa.
What better way to spend the win-
ter months than by watching holiday
movies—classic holiday movies, that
is.
In today’s world, it feels like
a new remake, a
new sequel, a
new retelling of
a holiday story
comes out in the-
aters every second. Many ar-
gue that these new films are
more modernized. While
that may be true, many of
them are missing a certain
something that comes with
the classics: their charm.
Theres a nostalgia factor
that'stied to the older, original
holiday movies. They're
reminiscent of earlier
childhood and never
seem to get old, no mat-
ter how many times you
watch them. Importantly,
they're also original—some-
thing that remakes and up-

dates can't claim to be.

When you think of “Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer, for ex-
ample, you probably think of the
1964 movie with Rudolph, Clarice,
Hermey the elf, and the Abomina-
ble Snow Monster. But did you
know that there’s also a 1998 ani-
mated remake? At least with me,
the original has stuck in my mem-
ory more, showing how nostalgic
and enjoyable it is.

Another example to look at is
“Home Alone” With six movies,
the franchise has widened from the
original 1990 movie to the most
recent, released in 2021. However,
when many think of “‘Home Alone,
they think of the original, with the
burglars, Kevins elaborate traps,
and the tarantula, of course—I
know I do.

All in all, almost any holiday
movie is a worthwhile choice. But,
if T could recommend a specific
era, [ would say to go with the clas-
sics. You won't be able to get their
nostalgic charm and originality
anywhere else.

GRAPHIC BY AVA LENERZ "l =
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Match Tries:

CHORED

by Lindsay Luberecki
Introduction:

chefs, "Chopped Junior") before.

“Chef, I'm sorry, you've been chopped” If this sounds familiar, you've probably tuned into Food Network’s show "Chopped" (or the version featuring younger

If not, heres a brief rundown. Chopped challenges contestants to make dishes in short amounts of time. The twist? They have to incorporate surprise ingre-
dients, usually requiring quite a bit of creativity.

This spread will feature the Matchs own take on Chopped. Three Match staffers (Ava Lenerz, Ana Easter, and Timmy Nesanelis) had one hour to make a
dessert including two secret ingredients. Their desserts would be judged on their taste, presentation, and creativity. Read on to find out who won!

Before the Competition:

The three competitors showed up
ready to bake. Along with them, our
two Torch staffer judges Athena Erbe
and Madelyn Bailey, and our esteemed
host, I, Lindsay Luberecki, also arrived.
Our competitors were feeling ready but
nervous.

‘I dont know why I have butterflies
in my stomach, Nesanelis said.

He also revealed that he had a strat-
egy but wouldn't share what it was.

Easter, however, seemed ready—
she said that she's most likely to win.

After selecting stations, the chefs
lifted coverings to reveal pretzel crisps
and grape jelly as the secret ingredi-
ents. They didnt have much time to
brainstorm, though—your time starts
now!

What did everyone make?

v

L

The Competition:

Only minutes after baking began,
everyone’s strategies began to emerge.
Easter was focused as she began to
make a batter.

After five minutes, Nesanelis re-
vealed he was making a crepe cake,
and also disclosed his strategy—he as-
sumed the other two would be fighting
over the oven, so he chose to use the
stove. He, however, was not organized.

“That just went everywhere,” Ne-
sanelis said. “How do you use one of
these microwaves?...I dont use the
kitchen very often”

Lenerz composure was a mix of
the other two. She seemed calmer than
Nesanelis, but was making quite the
mess as she began to make a dough.

“Stop judging me,” Lenerz said.

Easter’s Cupcakes

Lenerz’ Shoricake

Erbe responded, “That’s our job.

Nesanelis discovered that his
strategy was useless when Lenerz re-
vealed that she had a double oven!
The judges began to pick up on his
stress.

“He seems to be rushing through
this even though he has 50 minutes,
Bailey said.

“Youre technically supposed to
chill this for an hour, Nesanelis said,
which wasn't reassuring.

Concerns were further support-
ed when he burned himself and an-
nounced he had forgotten eggs.

By this point, it was clear Easter
was making cupcakes. Meanwhile,
Lenerz was adding the grape jelly to
strawberries with her hands (yikes).
Easter, on the other hand, came pre-



L

pared with a piping bag.

“She came to play and T came to...I
don't know, Nesanelis said, in awe of
Easter’s professionalism.

Lenerz continued to display the
opposite of professionalism, as she
licked a whisk that was covered in, not
frosting, but butter.

With 15 minutes left, it was con-
firmed that Lenerz was making straw-
and

berry shortcake,
she reported
feeling

“pretty
good”

Nesanelis’ Crepe Cake
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However, Easters cool demeanor
was starting to slip—her frosting was
melting.

‘I shouldve put them in the
fridge...I think the ones I have for the
judges will be okay; she said.

Nesanelis had the same prob-
lem. As he assembled his cake, the en-
tire thing almost slid oft the plate. He
saved it, but the kitchen wasn't spared:
whipped cream was left on the fridge,
trash can, and floor.

Lenerz didn't run into any prob-

lems as she topped her biscuits with
whipped cream.
‘I made smiley faces because
your food is smiling at you, she said.
With that, the time was up! It
was time for judging.
PHOTOS AND GRAPHICS BY LINDSAY
LUBERECKI

1. Ana Easter comforts Timothy Ne-
sanelis after his devastating loss. He
had put in a valient effort but in the
end, got chopped.

2. Easter and Ava Lenerz happily hug
after learning they had tied. They both
scored 17.5/20, but Lindsay Luberecki
broke the tie —Easter!

3. Judges Madelyn Bailey and Athe-
na Erbe smile while announcing the
scores. They had a great time judging
and were excited to reveal the winners.

4. Easter celebrates her victory, while
Lenerz accepts her defeat. Easter came
prepared to win and nothing could stop
her.

Judging and the Winner:

Check out the graphics for more specifics about judging!

To summarize, Easter’s cupcakes were a hit, overall, although Erbe thought
they were a bit too sweet. Nesanelis' crepe cake was...something. The presen-
tation was certainly lacking, but the taste almost made up for it. Lastly, Lenerz

shortcakes were also well-liked.

The first judge announcement was who was chopped (who lost). Unfortu-

nately, that was Nesanelis.

“The aura of me and the aura of my dish didn't align,” he said.

It was then announced that between Erbe and Bailey’s individual scores, it
was a tie between Easter and Lenerz! Yours truly was asked to be a tie-breaker,
and I voted for...Easter! It looks like her early confidence paid off.

“My competitors put up a fight but I can see how I ended up on top; she said.

PP—?ZE??;E% /° Madelyn: “This delicacy is a little bit
. Creativity: 4/5 subpar.”
Ti mmy Athena: “Can we be harsh? ... This was a
Total: 11.5 bit underwhelming.”
Pre.f::,::t:;,;éw ° Madelyn: “It was edible..| don’t know any
Creativity: 4.5/5 adjectives. Delectable! That’s what |
Ana meant.”
Total: 17.5 Athena: “It’s an interesting combination,
contestant.”
Presentation: 4/5 Madelyn: “This is a delicacy that | quite
Taste: 8.5/5 enjoy.”
Ava Creativity: 5/5 Athena: “| really like the berry mix..it’s a
little sweet, but that’s just a personal
Total: 17.5 preference.”

Notes: Scores were an average of Madelyn’s and Athena’s scores for each category. The tie
between Ana and Ava was broken by the host, leading to Ana’s victory!
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A special thank you to our sponsors...

Our publication would not have been possible
without the gracious support of our sponsors. We
sincerely thank you for your contributions.

Silver Sponsors
JQuest at Temple Sinail

Bronze Sponsors
[HG Hotels and Resorts

Family Sponsors

The Cirka Family
The Lieberman Family
The Majorsky Family

[a column]

Family: The Greatest

Gift

Ava Lenerz,

Match Editor-in-Chief

The upcoming holiday
season is always a time of fun
spent with friends and family.
I look forward to all my fami-
ly’s usual traditions. We'll eat
latkes, play dreidel, light the
menorah, and all the other
fun Hanukkah customs.

But this time also comes
with a moment of reflection:
Thinking about how fortu-
nate I am to have such a lov-
ing family that I get to spend
my holidays with.

Family is such an amaz-
ing thing; having people to

spend life with is what makes

it worth living. That is why
during this time of year we
should remind our friends
and family how important
they are to our lives.

My brother recently went
to college, so I don't see him
as much anymore. Winter
break is one of the few times
he will live at home again for
an extended period of time.
Having not just one, but two
siblings is something I often
take for granted, especially
when they get on my nerves
sometimes. But they are such
an important part of my life,
and the holidays emphasize
just how lucky I am to have
them.

So, if you can take any-
thing away from this, don't
take your family for granted.
Having a group of people
who love you and are there
to spend the important mo-
ments of life with is worth
more than any present.

We want to hear from you!

As a student-run newspaper, we'd
love to receive any suggestions or
comments you might have for us! To
reach us you can write a letter and
ask the office to give it to Mr. Chris
Lenerz or email him on Outlook.

-The Match Staff




